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THE SPARKE CHARITY - WHEPSTEAD

By his Will of 1(th June 1721 Thomas § < of Rougham keft Propesty m trust 1o fund books and schooling for poor
children of Whepstead. Thomas’s brother Edward Lalso of Rouglsam, had carfier provided for Thurston children a1
Rougham Thrifty School. and Thomas, having inherited most of his brother"s property, set up separate trusts in his Will
in several villages mchuding Whepstead, Brockley and Hartest,

Thomas Sparke’s Whepstead property, not given a name in the Will, consisted of a farm of 24 acres, a farmhouse and a
barn 0n the Rede Road called Waste Farm, or sometimes the Charity Farm. The Will , proved a1 Bury i 1724,
specified that after maintenance costs, profits from the farm were (0 be used 1o teach the children “well to read . and
2y the Church Catechism and also to write and cast account”. and neither the Rector or his Wardens could remove
them until this was achieved. How the children were 10 be chosen, and where and 10 what standarg they were to be
taught was left 10 the Rector and Trustees, A long it of names of children dated 1729 has survived, with details of
Bibles and other books provided, but this now appears to be the only record of names. though the Will stated that the
Rector and Church Wardens were to record the names of all children who were helped, and 10 preseat annual sccounts.
By 1748 the trustees had acquired a cotlage and garden in a meadow called Monkestofl. which was part of a tenement
called Algores, adjoining the Whepstead to Chevinglon road, for the use off a schoolmaster, where sbout 10 children
were to be taught. The purchase was funded from the sale of 90 trees from Waste Farm. The thatched cottage, now

The Charity School was not the only school in the village in the carly 19th ¢ In 1833 the school had 11 pupils
including the frec children, and, as well as the Sunday School, there were also two daily schools for 43 fec-paying
children, but their location is not known. These schools are not listed in the 1841 census, and the 1831 census includes
only a schoolmistress, two pauper scholars and three schoo! boarders at a house near the White Horse, whereas over 40
children in the village are described as scholars,

The charity’s schooltescher was Joseph Pask from 1841 if not before, unil he died in 1859, He was succecded by

were invested in Consols by the Official Trustes of the Charity Commissioners. After 1914 the schoolhouse was rentexd
out and finally sold in April 1919 10 Miss Rix for £130.The income from both sales was available to the Rector and
Wardens, but little use was made of it until froen 1925 Canon Bird and after him the Revd Sayer used the fund 1o hire 2
school room for the Sunday School and 10 buy books and prizes of educational value for children who [earmed the
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