Taken from an article in the Bury Free Press 18 November 1876.

Buildings at Manston Hall were re-thatched in 1876 and an argument about the bill ended up in court. And it was all over the price of beer!

[bookmark: _GoBack]The thatcher, Mr Cornish from Brockley sued the farmer ,Mr Mainprice, for £1 1s which was the balance of the account. The thatcher said that he had thatched two cottages and a horse lodge at Manston Hall. The bill was £5 18s and Mr Mainprice, a farmer, had paid all but a guinea. Mr Mainprice had objected to the fact that the bill included 12s 7d for beer and said that he did not expect to pay for this as the beer was drunk after the day’s work was done. The thatcher argued that it was customary for the price of beer to be included and he and his man expected to drink three quarts of beer a day! ( Thatching is clearly thirsty work!)

Various witnesses were called in support of the thatcher but the eagle eyed judge noticed that they all had the same surname ( Cornish) and asked for a witness who did not share this name! Mr Warren a lime burner and farmer from Bury was called and testified that he always paid for the thatcher’s beer. To counter this Elijah Gall a thatcher in the village was called by Mr Mainprice and said that he never charged for beer.

His Honour found in favour of the thatcher but did not allow him costs as he had failed to turn up for an earlier hearing.
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