Approved Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday January 11th at 7pm 2023
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
A Walsh - AW
							G Corcoran - GC
							G Merrett - GM 
							A Maddever - AM
		County Councillor 			K Soons - KS 
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Stanley Durrant, Kerry Richmond and Sarah Pugh 
Declarations of Interest
None 
District Councillor Report
None
County Councillor Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr NA explained how a neighbour to the floods at the bottom of Harram Hill had taken a garden hoe to unblock the debris-filled pipes there rather than wait for Highways. He said removing one big pipe for 3 smaller ones about 20 years ago had caused innumerable problems. Cllr. KS urged everyone to report incidents via the online reporting tool over and over even if it has already been reported, preferably adding photos. Cllr. NA said SCC doesn’t even defend verges that obviously belong to them.  Highways lack of funding was discussed. As elsewhere in the country, Cllr. KS explained that two thirds of the Council’s budget is spent on children’s services and social care.  DR said that a meeting between Matthew Fox Highways Community Liaison Engineer and Cllrs. AW and GC was taking place on Brockley Road at 3pm tomorrow to discuss white lines on the road. 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DC/22/2182/TCA – 2 Rectory Grove, Rectory Road
Councillors had no objections with the application to coppice one sycamore
DC/23/0010/HH – Whepstead Hall, Brockley Road
Councillors had no objections with the application to erect a detached greenhouse after the demolition of an existing one. 
DC/22/2131/HH – Nunwick Farm, Rede Road 
Councillors had no objections with the application to erect a storage shed with a concrete base. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on December 15th 2022
It was proposed by Cllr. GC and seconded by Cllr. AW that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meeting
None
Clerk’s Report 
DR said that she would mention the need for Photo ID when voting in the elections on May 4th in the newsletter, but she was aware of a Government campaign to let everyone know. She had asked SALC to circulate a request for information on villages that had installed wi-fi in their community halls and had so far received two responses. A discussion ensued about a possible application for funding for a partition and some soft seats in the hall. DR and Cllr. NA to speak to Sue Perkins. DR had double-checked the likelihood of recharge election costs and was satisfied that they should be minimal. She has ordered all the picking equipment to be delivered ahead of the March 12th Litter Pick. Sean Padmore was keen to get a youth club up and running. The PC to approach both County and District councillors for £500 locality budget funding to cover insurance, paediatric first aid training and equipment. 
Finance 
There were four invoices for payment:
Vertas grass cutting £546.05
Clerk’s fees Oct-Dec (inc. £1 an hour pay rise backdated to April) £1,520.44
Clerk’s tax £97.60
Clerk’s exes £101.74
Councillors voted to support the previous decision to apply for a £9,560 precept (the same as last year) which – because of changes to the tax base – would mean a £1.11/2.6% increase in the contribution villagers made to the running of the Parish Council each year. Cllr. NA and DR signed the form for DR to submit before the January 25th deadline.  There was no bank reconciliation for December. It was proposed by Cllr. AW and supported by Cllr. GM that the cheques be signed.
Community Speed Watch
DR said the Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) camera would be back in the village from April 3-10. Steve Bonney would also attend the meeting tomorrow with Matthew Fox, Andrew Walsh and Garry Corcoran.
Footpaths and Highways
Everyone agreed that the hedge on the corner of Rede Road and Old School Road is a visibility hazard and a danger to both drivers and walkers/cyclists. Everyone to report it via the online reporting tool. DR to write to SCC. Cllr. NA to deal with an overhanging branch near the post box on Rede Road. DR to report fallen footpath post on Tuffields Road. 
Emergency Plan
DR to ask Cllr. KR if she will demonstrate the use of the lifting cushion at the next PC meeting before our APM. 
SALC Report
None 
Whepstead Community Association Report
None
Correspondence
DR had completed a De Monfort university student’s survey about Youth Councils asking how the PC engages with the youth in the village. Agreed the PC could look at this once the Youth Club is up and running.  
Land in Whepstead/Chairman’s Comments
Agreed that Cllrs. AW and GC should speak to Steve Nutt about setting up a meeting with Theo Cutting. The possible need for the field to be grassed before trees are planted to be discussed further. Cllr. NA raised the issue of safeguarding and how the PC needs to be aware of its importance when dealing with vulnerable people in the village. He said Lizzie Nutt was the PPC’s Safeguarding Officer. 



Any Other Business 
Cllr. AM had identified a place for the dog waste bin to be erected and would pick up the bin from Cllr. GM in the next few days. DR to find out what bin liners are required and to ask Di Howe if she will empty it. 

The meeting closed at 20.30 pm




Signed………………………………..Dated……………



