Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday August 18th 2021 at 7pm
Attendees	Councillors 		 		T Smith – TS (chair)
							S Durrant – SD
							A Walsh - AW
		Members of the public 		Mr & Mrs Munday
							Mr Richmond
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Sarah Pugh, Karen Soons, Nigel Aitkens, Garry Corcoran, Gordon Merrett and Linda Smith
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report 
None
County Councillor’s Report 
Circulated in advance of the meeting
Public Forum  
Mr Richmond voiced dismay that West Suffolk Council had failed to notify him and others of two recent planning applications involving neighbours and felt the PC should take some responsibility for doing this. Cllr. TS said the failed notification was very unusual and possibly due to WS Council’s working arrangement changes during the pandemic. Mr Richmond also felt the PC should visit planning applicant’s to discuss their plans, especially when a retrospective application had been submitted. Cllr. TS defended the PC, pointing out that it is only one consultee commenting on applications and that ultimately it is the planning officer’s decision to approve or object to an application. DR always asks for an extension to consultation deadlines in order that all applications are discussed and also puts application details on the village website. Mrs Munday suggested more attention would be drawn to them if put on the village What’sApp group or Facebook page. Cllr. TS invited Mr Richmond to become the PC’s rep responsible for planning applications. DR to put on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting and to pass on villager concerns to West Suffolk Council and Cllr. Pugh.
Planning Applications – DC/21/1464/FUL - Malting Farm, Rectory Rd.
Councillors agreed they had no objection to the application for alterations and change of use from stables/loose box to a private storage building (Class B8). Ahead of the meeting, DR had circulated a response from West Suffolk Council regarding PC concerns about the length of time it is taking for Suffolk Timber Supplies - which has been trading for 18 months now - to submit a retrospective planning application. Cllr. AW pointed out that the response was much the same as one sent to the PC almost a year ago. DR to press again for enforcement action. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on July 7th
It was proposed by Cllr. SD and seconded by Cllr. TS that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meeting
None
Clerk’s Report 
Having submitted the WCA’s roofing quotes to WS Council, DR had received notification that it was highly likely the s106 monies (£13,743) would be approved for the new roof project. DR read out an email from WCA chair Sue Perkins (SP) in which she said the WCA did not feel it was an appropriate time to put WiFi in the hall. There has been no progress on locating a telecommunications mast on community centre ground. A structural engineer has been appointed to assess the roof proposal, but his first site meeting won’t be until November 12th. SP was collecting information to present as part of funding bids and hopes to submit them in the next few weeks. According to CAS archives, the WCA was first set up in 1966. So far, villagers have contributed £1,100 to the roof fund and a number of letters of support had been received. 
WS Council has asked for villages to appoint a tree warden to support the Queen’s Green Canopy where all organisations will be encouraged to plant a tree for her Platinum Jubilee. DR to find out if anyone is currently in the role and if not, Cllr TS to approach a potential candidate.
DR has spoken to Zoll about a new AED Plus (£860+VAT) defibrillator. She will ask Anne Robertson whether the current one is locked or unlocked before settling on a cabinet in which it should sit. Zoll recommends a model which is double earthed and costs £500.
Finance 
There was one invoice for payment:
WCA Hall Hire April-August £67
Cllr. AW proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. SD that the cheque be paid and that the bank reconciliation for the end of July was correct. 
Bank balance to end July  2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,853.18

	Savings account
	£10,457.21

	Total
	£19,310.39

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£19,310.39



Section s.106 Monies
See agenda item 9.
Noisy Dogs
DR to contact Havebury Housing Association about how many dogs a tenant can keep.
Footpaths and Highways
The Rights of Way officer had contacted the owner of a new barn development next to Darney Lane about moving metal fencing to allow farm vehicles etc. access to the lane. DR had mentioned in September’s newsletter that the first metre of the verge from the road is owned by the Council and should not have posts or large painted stones on them.  
Neighbourhood Watch Report
None, but Cllr. LS had circulated details of how a caravan owner in the village had experienced aggressive/threatening behaviour from a stranger when told that the caravan wasn’t for sale. 
Community Speed Watch
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rede Road residents are concerned by the amount of speeding traffic. DR to suggest known car registration is reported to police and to ask Cllr. Soons if there is any more that can be done.
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
None
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead:
Nothing to report
Any Other Business 
None
The meeting closed at 20.15pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………

	
	




