Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday 2nd November 2022 at 7pm
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
							G Merrett - GM
							G Corcoran - GC
							A Walsh – AW
							K Richmond – KR
							A Maddever - AM
Clerk					D Rix – DR
County Councillor 		K Soons - KS
District Councillor 	 	S Pugh - SP	
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	Apologies for Absence 
Cllr. Durrant
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. NA planning Larch House, Tuffields Road
District Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Cllr SP urged Parish Forum participation on November 16th. Cllr GC to attend for Whepstead. WS Council had recently launched a new site to support businesses https://www.thelocationfor.uk and one for those seeking help with the cost of living crisis:  https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/cost-of-living. Cllr. SP can’t make the Jan 11th PC meeting. Cllr. NA was disappointed that the Bury Xmas Market has been cancelled. Cllr. SP said WS Council felt money needed to be spent more evenly throughout the area.
Planning Applications (Cllr. NA moved to agenda item 6)
Cllr. NA declared an interest in application DC/22/1886/FUL for Larch House, Tuffields Road and left the room. Councillors agreed that the application to demolish a shed and build a three-bay cartlodge with storage was not contentious and had no objections. An application DC/22/1811/TCA to reduce the height of a yew tree by two metres at Whepstead Hall was also approved. 
County Councillor’s Report (Cllr KS apologised that she hadn’t yet circulated her November report)
Like Cllr. SP, Cllr. KS voiced her dismay that West Suffolk M.P Matt Hancock had decided to take part in the reality TV show ‘I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here’ for six weeks.
Cllr. NA said that the latest road closure signs for work being carried out in Hartest were not only ludicrous but also dangerous, forcing drivers onto the other side of the road. She urged everyone to use the highways reporting tool, attaching photos, and to copy her into the correspondence. Cllr. KR said that the school bus had been late and one day had simply abandoned children – two of whom lived in Brockley - at the White Horse pub, because of the road closure. Cllr. KS said that was a safeguarding issue that should be reported to MASH. Cllr. KS apologised that an email regarding a meeting she was to have organised with Matthew Fox – regarding white lines on Brockley Road and hedge cutting contracts – had not been sent. She would reorganise. 
Cockfield’s parish clerk had told Cllr. NA that Suffolk County Council had been unhappy about the village taking over the hedge cutting contract. He said Cockfield pays £450 for extra cuts but only on C Class roads. Cllr. NA voiced concerns about a business in the village unloading goods from an articulated lorry - that couldn’t get through its entrance – on the main road at the bottom of Harram Hill. Cllr KS said that was an enforcement of planning issue for Cllr SP. Cllr. AM to speak to the business owner. Cllr. AM was urged to report a dangerous tree on the A143 to Highways. DR to resend next year’s meeting dates.
Public Forum
None
Minutes of the Meetings held on October 5th 
It was proposed by Cllr. GM and seconded by Cllr. GC that the minutes were a true record.
Matters Arising from the meetings
None
Clerk’s Report 
DR had given the new dog waste bin to Cllr. GM who had bought bands to secure it. Cllr. AM agreed to provide a post and Cllr. NA to see exactly where on Rectory Road it should be placed. Steve Nutt will provide the PC with a poppy wreath. After securing the s.106 monies (£13,743.90) from WS Council, DR paid Suffolk Ceilings £16,492.68 on which she will reclaim the VAT of £2,748.78. Now the new roof works have finished at the community centre, Vertas will cut the play area this week. Councillors decided not to take part in the consultation on proposed changes to the WS Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme. DR had delivered a welcome pack to the residents at 3 Dovedon Mews and Cllr. KR had added the Ferraris to the village What’sApp group. 
Finance 
Invoices for payment: 
Vertas grass cutting £546.05
Glasdon £137.59
Cllr. GC proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. AW that the bank reconciliation for September was correct and that the cheques be signed. 



Bank balance to end September 2022 

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,167.09

	Savings account
	£10,459.05

	Total
	£18,626.14

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£18,626.14



DR circulated work she had done on the draft precept to those not at the last meeting. Councillors agreed that due to the cost-of-living crisis, the PC should try and ask for the same £9,560 precept as last year. WS Council had urged PC’s to consider the potential costs of a contested election next year. Whepstead’s provisional tax base has gone down from 224.84 to 219.13 for 2023/24 which means even keeping the Precept at last year’s levels will push the cost of running the PC for villagers up by £1.11, a 2.61% rise. To be discussed further before the January submission deadline.
Community Speed Watch - ANPR
The Automatic Number Place Recognition (ANPR) camera will be in the village from December 12th to 19th. Cllr. KS to come up with another date that Matthew Fox – community liaison engineer – can come and discuss possible white lines on Brockley Road.
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. AM to speak to field owner Simon Cawston from Rede about the fallen tree on the footpath at ///toned.tripods.approvals (what3words). Villagers think the tree is on a bank owned by Cllr. AM but has fallen onto the field owned by Mr Cawston.
Emergency Plan
Councillors praised the village What’sApp group in providing a swift response to an elderly villager’s early morning fall. As ambulance response times get ever longer, the PC will investigate the purchase of some lifting equipment. Cllr. KR suggested a Mangar Elk lifting cushion but will look at other options. Cllr. AM to speak to a relative who owns a disability equipment company. Cllr. NA felt a number of villagers might contribute to the cost. DR/Cllr. KR to ask villagers to only chat on the What’sApp group site between 8am and 10pm unless there is an emergency like flooding, trees down, someone in distress etc.   
With the prospect of power cuts this winter - and in response to a villager request - the PC will investigate the purchase of a generator to power a room at the Community Centre/Chapel room where vulnerable villagers could keep warm, have a hot drink and charge their phones. DR to ask Derrick King for his advice.
     
SALC Report 
Cllr GC to attend (virtually) the Parish Forum on November 16th. 
Whepstead Community Association
The WCA AGM is on November 3rd. Drinks and nibbles will be served. Cllr. KR to pass on apologies from Cllr. NA and DR and to thank Sue Perkins and her team for all their hard work in securing the new roof for the community centre. Helpers are required for Fun, Food and Fireworks on Nov 12th and the Xmas Fayre on December 10th. WCA indebted to Derrick King for his help in installing a new alarm system and trip system which probably saved the life of a workman who cut through some wires. The WCA to produce a roll of honour in recognition of all the villagers who helped with the roof fund. Cllr. NA thanked Cllr. KR for representing the PC and encouraged her to ask for help and support if she needs it.  
Correspondence 
None
Land in Whepstead
Steve Nutt will soon take delivery of lots of trees to plant on the land donated to the village by Theo Cutting. Cllr. NA to set up a meeting with him to discuss the plans for his field and with some Hartest villagers who created a community woodland some years ago to find out what the ongoing costs of such a project are.    
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. NA thanked everyone for attending.
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.20pm

Signed……………………………Dated…………



