Approved Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Thursday December 9th at 7pm
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
L Smith - LS
							T. Smith - TS
							A Walsh – AW
G Corcoran - GC 
		District Councillor 		S Pugh – SP
		Member of the Public 		L Sargent - LS
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Stanley Durrant and Gordon Merrett
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr SP had walked the village with DR, Di Howe and Andrew Harvey from WS Council to consider dog waste bin locations. The footpath by the Chapel and the byway on Old School Road were identified as possible sites. The bottom of Fern Hill will have signage but no bin as it is in too dangerous a location for the council’s waste collection service. Current collection costs are £3.08 + VAT per bin per week. Scheduling less frequent collections is not possible, but the Council would empty bins not purchased from them. The PC to consider further. Di Howe seemed to think a number of villagers would be happy to empty bins. Suffolk Timber Supplies has finally submitted a retrospective planning application, but it is yet to go online and be available to the public. SP will call in the application to ensure it is discussed at the highest level. SP urged the PC and WCA to consider solar panels when putting up a new roof. DR to contact Sue Perkins. David Roach is available to discuss the Local Plan and Sheela site selections with residents. The PC to consider a date, possible APM speaker? SP apologised that she will miss the next meeting.
Public Forum (Cllr NA brought forward agenda item 5)
Louis Sergeant wanted to let the PC know that the reason building work had halted at Nunwick Farm Barn was due to (now resolved) legal action over land transfer from the developer. He hoped the barn frontage would soon have a 2m wall and wooden gate.
County Councillor’s Report 
No report 
Planning Applications 
DC/21/2058/HH – North Lodge, Chedburgh Road
Councillors voted to support the application for a part single and part two storey rear extension to include side verandah and rear verandah and a dormer with French doors.
Cllr NA to investigate complaints about a ‘lorry park’ on Whepstead Road. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on November 3rd
It was proposed by Cllr. LS and seconded by Cllr. AW that the minutes were a true record. 

Matters Arising from the meeting
DR to talk to Rhonda Key about prisoner road sign repairs. Cllr AW said that the Old School Road sign that had been lying on the ground had now disappeared.
Clerk’s Report 
DR suggested a date of March 6th for the annual litter pick. She would ask Andrew Harvey for the necessary equipment and mention it in the newsletter. DR had delivered the defibrillator to Lee Saunders at the White Horse, who said he would get his electrician to fit it in the telephone box. She had also put him in touch with Anne Robertson about training.
Finance 
Two invoices for payment: 
WCA £30 hall hire (Oct-Dec) 
Active Med Supplies £1,634.28 (defibrillator)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr TS proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. AW that the bank reconciliations for the end of October and November were correct. DR had adjusted the precept figures to ensure residents would pay virtually the same for the PC’s services as they had last year. Asking for a precept of £9,560 (+£264) would increase costs to a band D council tax payer by just 3p to £42.52. Councillors unanimously agreed to ask for that amount. The PC had received a VAT refund of £486.62 and a PAYE tax refund of £26.40. 
Bank balance to end October 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£6,881`.98

	Savings account
	£10,457.48

	Total
	£17,339.46

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£17,339.46


Bank balance to end November 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£7,184.94

	Savings account
	£10,457.56

	Total
	£17,642.50

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£17,642.50



Community Centre Roofing Update
DR to ask how the meeting with the structural engineer had gone and to urge the WCA to consider solar panels when doing the new roof.
Emergency Planning 
It appears there isn’t a stretcher at the Community Centre. DR had circulated a response from Craig King (East of England Ambulance) about pursuing the purchase and use of lifting aids in which he highlighted the need for training, the risks of not treating a person on the floor as a potential patient and the need for insurance.  DR to speak to the emergency planning officer at WS Council about an updated Emergency Planning template. 
Queen’s Green Canopy
DR to invite Steve Nutt to our next meeting. SN had apparently been speaking to Theo Cutting about the possibility of planting a number of trees on his field. 


Footpaths and Highways
The PC had contacted Highways about the ridiculous diversion put in place at the B1066 junction with A143 when the B1066 was only blocked between Boxted and Hartest. The road signs had still not been collected. Regarding flooding, Cllr NA to look at the gully at Fern Hill. Responsibility for the hedge - which causes poor visibility when crossing the road at the bottom of Fern Hill – is not Highways nor Maddevers. The PC needs to discuss further.  
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Cllr LS had circulated details of a number of local burglaries including the theft of tools from a barn on Tuffields Road and urged everyone to be vigilant. She had not heard from Bob at Rural South Watch for some time. 
SALC Report
Cllr GC had joined the SALC AGM via zoom.  
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr NA wished everyone a good Christmas.
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead
Any Other Business 
None
The meeting closed at 20.30 pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………

	
	



