WHEPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
		Minutes of the Meeting  
Of the Parish Council held on 
Wednesday September 24th at 7.30pm

Attendees: 	Councillors		  	 	M Morris - MM (Vice Chair)
							E Nutt-EN
							N Aitkens-NA
							A Maddever - AM
							S Durrant-SD
Clerk 			  		D Rix-DR
County Councillor 			T Clements - TC
Borough Councillor 			A Rushen - AR
SCC					J Chown – JC (Broadband)
			                      
		
	1/151

2/152
	Apologies for Absence
Cllr O’Dell (holiday) Cllr Murray (away)
Declarations of Interest 
Cllr EN planning application – 3 Ark Cottages

	4/153
	County Councillor’s Report (Cllr MM brought forward agenda item 4. Report attached)
Cllr NA complained that when repairs were carried out on the B1066, there were no road closure warnings until the bottom of Harram Hill, where articulated lorries, in particular, struggled to turn around into Pages Hill Road. He said the kerbs between Sharpe’s Lane and Whepstead were too high and he complained that those hedge owners who failed to cut their own hedges and therefore had them done by SCC were not being charged. Cllr TC urged DR to email Guy Smith regarding the white gates at the entrances of the village on the B1066 and children crossing signs and to mention that TC has supported this and will provide funding. 
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	Borough Councillor’s Report (Report attached)
Cllr AR said that she had called in the Post Office planning application to the delegation panel as Jaki Fisher, the landscape officer, was still not happy about the affect the build would have on the lime tree. Cllr NA questioned why, if the tree is such an issue, has the Inspectorate ruled that the site is fit for development. He said that the owners want to pile it (provide vertical rather than flat foundations). Cllr AR expects a decision within two weeks to a month.
Broadband (Cllr MM moved to agenda item 14)
Cllr MM thanked Jonathan Chown from SCC for coming. JC that they hoped to have an extra £30m funding by October which would take them from 85% to 95% fibre-based broadband coverage in Suffolk. The remaining 5%, he said, represented 10,000 premises. The tender process to spend the extra funding for the 10% (85%-95%) has been completed and he said it looks as though they would get good coverage, though at this stage it is just a desk based bid. He said SCC has asked BT to look at the slowest speeds. But BT argues if they do that, they may not get the promised 95% coverage. He said it was a very complex model that looked at all sorts of things, including churn. 
JC said that on October 14th there will be a cabinet meeting to find out if the Government is going to provide the extra £10m funding, which he seemed confident it would. By the end of October he would hope for the contract to be signed with BT and then it could take 3-6 months before it was decided who got what, when. So it could be early next summer when we get a date and then it could be another 9 months before we are actually upgraded. So probably worst case scenario is early 2016. JC said that as Suffolk is the first authority in the country going through the second superfast extension programme, the Government is watching it like a hawk.
Community Police Officer’s Report (Cllr MM returned to agenda item 5)
One crime has occurred since our last meeting. Overnight on the 17th to 18th of August between 4am and 8am a high value burglary including a John Deere ride on mower, gator and trailer and a quantity of diesel was taken. 
Public Forum 
None
Planning Applications 
DC/14/1659/HH – 3 Ark Cottages, Chedburgh Road 
Councillors agreed that there was nothing contentious about the application and were unanimous in their support for the two bay cart shed with office above. DR to report decision. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on August 13th 2014
Cllr EN proposed and Cllr NA seconded the signing of the minutes as a true record. 
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on August 13th
Cllr EN said that the poppy wreath had arrived. DR confirmed that the Rev Rob Griffiths did not feel it necessary to do a rededication of the war memorial following its recent upgrade. 
Clerk’s Report
DR said she had reported the potholes near Plumpton on the Chedburgh Road and near Saxham House. She had also reported the need for a dropped kerb near the new development, but had heard nothing. Cllr SD said he had reported potholes near the new development in Mickley Green and was amazed that some had been fixed in Straight Road, but those ignored. 
Finance
DR said she had put the conclusion of audit notice on the noticeboard and was pleased to report that there were no issues arising. Cllrs voted to approve and accept the return. DR said there was no audit fee this year (£120 in 2013) as our income/expenditure fell within the £5,000 to £10,000 band.  
There were three cheques for signing:
Brian Carr (work on war memorial)                                       £200
Broker Network Ltd (Insurance renewal)                              £159
Royal British Legion (already signed by Cllrs EN and GO)    £17
It was proposed by Cllr EN and seconded by Cllr NA that the cheques be signed and the monthly reconciliation for the end of August was approved as correct. 
Bank balances at 30th August 2014
	Balance in Treasurers Account
	  £7,107.15

	Savings account
	£10,425.06

	Total
	£17,532.21

	Less cheques not presented
	    57.00

	Total
	£17,475.21



Footpaths, Highways and Byways
DR to write and complain about all the advertising bill boards on the rough ground at the junction of the B1066 and A143. DR to ask for a slippery road warning sign near Halfway House where water always seems to be on the road. Cllr AM reported that there is spring water on Church Hill again. Cllr EN said that the Whepstead Walkers would clear the overgrowth on Darney Lane and the Chapel footpath. Cllr NA said that he and DR had had a meeting with Theo Cutting. Once his field had been cut, it would be staked and the path walked with a GPS device as the diversion information on the application form required exact coordinates. 
Correspondence
DR reported that she had received thanks from both the Samaritans and Citizen’s Advice for our donations and from Sue Perkins for our letter of complaint on her behalf to Gipping Construction. Parish Conference is on October 14th at 6pm. 
Speedwatch
DR reported that Cllr AR has agreed to fund a second VAS sign (£120) and bracket (£80) from her Locality Budget.  Cllr EN to complete forms and then forward them to her. Cllr EN reported that Jane Alfred has taken over responsibility of reporting speeding offenders to the police and that everyone feels it is a success. At key school times there are regularly one or two offenders who travel through the village at up to 45mph. So PCSO Sinclair is planning to come to try and catch them. 
Trees
Cllr SD reported that the Millenium oak tree is dead at the junction of ‘Three Ways’. Cllr AM said that the Jubilee tree was also struggling. Cllr SD to talk to Michael, the Council’s tree man.
Suffolk Association of Local Councils Report
None


Whepstead Community Association Report
Following Angelina’s death Cllr AM has agreed to chair the meetings until the end of the year and persuaded everyone to meet every two months. The Jumble Sale raised £280. Harvest supper is on Oct 19th, Lesley Kearney is organising a wine tasting for February 15th and there will be a quiz on April 25th. Cllr AM to pass on DR’s suggestion of some sort of climbing plant/creeper up the wall of the community centre in memory of Angelina. 
Affordable Housing
DR reported occupants have now been found for all the properties. Louise Briggs, whose parents live in Horringer is moving into no: 25, William Howe into no: 23 and Kelly Bird, who has worked at Ickworth for the past 16 years, in no: 19. The Eley family (sister in Chevington) has moved into no: 2 William Flack Place. 
As we are competing with so many other events on November 11th, DR to ask Suffolk Housing to organise the official opening for another day, when we could get a rep from the Suffolk Regiment (now Royal Anglian) and more people to come along. DR to liaise with Di Howe re: hall hire for a buffet afterwards. DR circulated information regarding William Flack’s death. Poignant that the Duck’s moved into their home on August 23rd the day Flack died. 
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business
None

The meeting closed at 9.13pm


Signed………………………………………………..Dated………………………

	
	



