WHEPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
		Minutes of the Meeting  
Of the Parish Council held on 
Wednesday May 28th at 7.30pm

Attendees: 	Councillors		  	 	G O’Dell (Chairman)-GO		
							E Nutt-EN
							N Aitkens-NA
							R Murray-RM
							M Morris-MM
							S Durrant-SD
Clerk 			  		D Rix-DR
			                      
		
	1/72
	Election of New Chairman
Cllr G O’Dell was proposed by Cllr. NA and seconded by Cllr. EN. Cllr GO accepted and was duly elected.  

	2/73

3/74
	Declarations of Acceptance of Office by Chairman
A declaration of acceptance of office was signed by Cllr GO.
Appointment of Vice Chairman
Cllr MM was proposed by Cllr RM and seconded by Cllr SD and was duly appointed.
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	Appointment of SALC representative
In the absence of a candidate, it was agreed that councillors would rotate attendance to SALC events.
Appointment of Tree Warden
Cllr SD was proposed by Cllr GO and seconded by Cllr RM and was duly appointed. 
Appointment of WCA representative
In his absence Cllr AM was proposed by Cllr NA and seconded by Cllr EN and, having agreed prior to the meeting, was duly appointed.
Appointment of Parish Action Plan Representative
Cllr EN said that the Parish Action Plan needing altering and updating and that she wasn’t in a position to do that. But she was happy to continue organising Whepstead Walkers, the Book Club, Whepstead Historical Society and Speedwatch. Cllr GO proposed and Cllr RM seconded that she continues in her current roles and was duly appointed. 
Appointment of Rights of Way Contact
Cllr NA was proposed by Cllr GO and Cllr RM and was duly appointed.
Declarations of Interest
None
Apologies for Absence
Borough Councillor Angela Rushen, County Councillor Terry Clements, PCSO Claire Fuller and Cllr Andrew Maddever.
Borough Councillor’s Report
None
County Councillor’s Report
None. DR to ask Cllr TC about the 30mph sign, a children crossing sign for Rectory Road, white fencing at the entrance of the village, potholes still not filled and when the verges were likely to be cut. 
Community Police Officer’s Report
None
Public Forum
None 
Planning Applications
The applications for Whepstead Hall and Moat House have been approved.
DC/14/0886/TCA – Tree felling in the new cemetery
As no hard copy of the application had been received and the online one was impossible to see properly DR to report that the Council objects pending further information. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on April 2nd 2014
It was proposed by Cllr NA and seconded by Cllr RM that the minutes were an accurate record.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of the April 2nd meeting
Item 10/59 – Cllr RM asked about progress with the rebuilding of the memorial. DR confirmed that Brian Carr was hoping to get it done within the next few weeks but was waiting on an oak post from Cllr NA.
Speed Watch (Cllr GO brought forward agenda item 26)
Cllr EN said there was a significant shortage of volunteers, but that on their first morning monitoring speed (May 12th) with the speed gun they passed on the details of four vehicles to the police. The aim is to monitor speed in the village twice a month, the next between 4-5pm. She thanked Tibor Pollerman from Horringer for his support and said that John Grigg offered to help in future. 
Broadband (Cllr GO brought forward agenda item 27)
Cllr EN said that she was told by a BT Open Reach engineer that our green box had been upgraded and was fully functional. Cllr GO asked Cllrs. MM and NA to find out more. DR to write a formal letter to BT director to ask what is going on.
WW1 Commemoration (Cllr GO brought forward agenda item 28)
Cllr GO said he had been approached by Steve Nutt who was keen to mark the occasion. The planting of a tree to tie in with the opening of the new housing development was discussed. DR to ask Suffolk Housing if this would be possible. Perhaps over the next few years, a tree could be planted at the Community Centre perhaps tying in with the talk by the History Society. DR suggested the planting of poppies around the Community field.
At 8.25pm Cllr EN left the meeting.
Affordable Housing (Cllr GO returned to agenda item 18)
The development is progressing well. Cllr NA said that the next Housing News should be out next week and the allocation procedure on time at the end of July. DR to speak to Nathan Cole for an update.
Clerk’s Report
DR said that on April 3 she had resubmitted requests for pothole filling, the culvert to be cleared, the 30mph sign to be replaced etc. and had received a call from an apologetic Mick Baker who said that new highway contractors appointed last October were in a relative state of chaos and that works orders issued after April 1 would take priority over those before as, from that date, the contractor Kier May Gurney were to be performance monitored. On May 13, DR resubmitted requests for gates at the entrance of the village and a ‘Children Crossing’ sign. 
She had mentioned Cllr Rushen’s Locality Budget in the newsletter and at the APM, reported the need for white lines at the junction of the B1066 and A143, reported Nick Turner’s stolen red van to Bob Steel of Rural South Watch. DR also reported that she hadn’t entered the Village of the Year competition as it was agreed we needed to be better prepared for it.
Finance 
Having circulated the annual accounts to all councillors ahead of the meeting, it was proposed by Cllr NA and seconded by Cllr RM that they be approved. The bank reconciliations for the year end of March and the month of April were approved as correct. It was proposed by Cllr RM and seconded by Cllr MM that they were correct and signed by Cllr GO. Two invoices were presented for payment and the signing of the cheques proposed by Cllr NA and seconded by Cllr GO. 

Bank balances at 30th March 2014
	Balance in treasurers account
	£1,279.64

	Savings account
	£10,422.86

	Total
	£11,702.50

	Less cheques not presented
	  Nil

	Total
	£11,702.50



Bank balances at 30th April 2014
	Balance in treasurers account
	£8,857.16

	Savings account
	£10,423.29

	Total
	£19,280.45

	Less cheques not presented
	  Nil

	Total
	£19,280.45



Invoices for Payment 
SALC subscription and copies of the Local Councillor £223
Community Action Suffolk (formerly Suffolk Acre)        £30
DR said that the precept of £8,730 had been received. She had also had numerous requests for donations. DR to add this as an agenda item next month.
Highways, footpaths and Byways
Cllrs NA and GO to peg out the new path at the bottom of Church Hill and agree it with Theo Cutting before filling out the necessary paperwork. Cllr NA to provide wood for steps at the bottom of Fern Hill. DR to ask SCC to cut the path down Fern Hill. 
Trees
Cllr SD asked for help, later in the year, to cut back some trees on Rectory Road. Ash die back discussed. 
Suffolk Association of Local Councils
No report
Whepstead Community Association Report
No report
Correspondence 
None
Chairman’s Comments (Cllr GO moved to agenda item 29)
Cllr GO asked DR if she would help him sort out boxes in the cupboard at the Community Centre. John Hooper asked if a shelf could be found for papers he has. 
Any Other Business
None

The meeting closed at 9.15pm

Signed………………………………………………

Dated…………………………………………
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