Draft Minutes of the Meeting
Of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday August 12th 2020 at 7pm (via Zoom)
Attendees	Councillors 		 		L Smith – LS
							T Smith – TS
							G Merrett – GM
							G Corcoran – GC
							A Walsh – AW
							S Durrant - SD
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR
County Councillor 			K Soons – KS
District Councillor 			M Evans - ME		 

	110/1

111/2

112/5

113/3






114/6











115/4


116/7

117/8

118/9



119/10

























120/11



121/12




122/13








123/14



124/15


125/16





126/17



127/18

128/19

129/20



130/21

131/22



	Apologies for Absence
Cllr Aitkens
Declarations of Interest
None
Public Forum (Cllr TS brought forward agenda item 5)
None
District Councillor Report 
ME apologised that - for technical reasons - she had not managed to send her report. The council was working hard on the next local plan. The consultation on the Issues and Options phase of the plan will take place from October, when the PC will be able to comment on the proposals. 
The alley between the Arc and main shopping centre was being widened as part of a  redevelopment of the old Post Office. 
Planning Applications
DC/20/1215/HH – Tilia House, Brockley Road
Councillors had no objection to the single storey rear extension following a garage conversion and the erection of a car port.
DC/20/1111/TCA – Whepstead Hall, Brockley Road
Councillors had no objection to the re-pollarding of a chestnut tree. 
DC/20/0870/P3QPA – Agricultural barn adjacent to Little Mead, Whepstead Road, Hawstead. 
Councillors were happy to be guided by the case officer in recommending refusal of the prior approval application for an agricultural building conversion into a dwelling.
[bookmark: _GoBack]DR to follow up the appointment of an enforcement officer investigating the new timber business at Pattles Grove.
County Councillor Report (Cllr TS returned to agenda item 4)
Cllr KS apologised that her report had not sent. The Council is offering free cycling lessons for youngsters. DR to attach her report to the Minutes.
Minutes of the Meetings held on July 8th
Cllr GC proposed and it was seconded by Cllr AW that the minutes were a true record.
Matters Arising from the July meeting
None
Clerk’s Report 
DR had delivered a bottle of wine as a thank you to Robin Drayton for internally auditing the PC accounts again. She would deal with other matters as they fell on the agenda. 
Finance 
There were 2 invoices for payment.
£487.84 – Vertas grass cutting
£420 – Walks Leaflet, West Suffolk Council 
Cllr LS proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GM that the bank reconciliations for the end of June and July were correct and the cheques (which had been signed by Cllrs TS and LS) be paid.
DR had reregistered with the Pensions Regulator. PKF the auditor had no issues arising from our annual accounts and the public right of access to the accounts had ended.
Bank balance to end June 2020

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£10,696.30

	Savings account
	£10,455.44

	Total
	£21,151.74

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,151.74



Bank balance to end July 2020

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£9,738.84

	Savings account
	£10,455.87

	Total
	£20,194.71

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£20,194.71


Covid-19 Matters and Response
The £150 Locality Budget money earmarked for the Saunders who provided free meals to many vulnerable villagers throughout ‘lockdown’ would now be put towards a disabled swing. DR to get a progress report from Di Howe before the next meeting.
Footpaths, Byways and Highways
DR had received the coloured discs matching our 3 circular village walks. Lizzie Nutt and the Whepstead Walkers have kindly agreed to attach them to the relevant waymarker posts. DR had also received a new batch of walks leaflets and had given quite a lot to the pub to distribute. 
Equipment for ‘Doughnut Boys’
Cllr TS explained that much of the privately-owned machines used by the village volunteers to cut the footpath grass and hedges were suffering severe wear and tear. As a result, Cllr GM had looked for and found a scythe mower on e-bay and bid £500 for it. Cllr TS had paid for and collected the machine from Diss. He proposed that the PC finance the machine which did the equivalent of 2 weeks of work by the Doughnut Boys in about an hour and a half. Cllr AW proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GC that the PC pay for the machine. Cllr TS to invoice the PC. DR to investigate insurance costs. 
Overgrown Hedges 
DR had spoken to Cllr NA who said that the overgrown hedges around Mickley Green had been cut back. Following a complaint, the owner of the Old Rectory had agreed to cut back her hedge on Rectory Road.  
Community Speed Watch
No updates, but Cllr GM to speak to Cllr ME about speeding in Old School Road before the next meeting.
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
Cllr LS said she was concerned by the number of scams trying to extort financial information out of victims. She urged people to contact Citizen’s Advice immediately anyone asks for financial details and they would report it to Trading Standards. She would put something in the newsletter. 
Whepstead Community Association Report  
Cllr GM said that regular hall hirers had been asking to return in September and the general consensus – although not confirmed – was that it would be a good idea to open the hall again or risk losing customers.
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
None.
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed by Cllr GM and seconded by Cllr TS that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. 
Land in Whepstead
Minuted confidentially.
Any Other Business 
None
The meeting closed at 7.45pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………





