Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday June 11th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Garry Corcoran
N Aitkens
 					S Nutt
					Vicki Skeels
					Louis Sergent
					Thelma Quince
					Andrew Maddever
District Councillor 			Sarah Pugh 
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
County Cllr. Soons 
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever agenda item 12
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr. Pugh reported that from April next year residents would be getting another wheelie bin for cardboard and paper, the current blue bin would take glass, tin and plastic and there would be two food caddies (collected weekly) for food waste to comply with new laws on recycling. WCA would lose its current recycling income as all recycling would be done from home. SCC was trying to mitigate this loss of income by encouraging community centres to have EV charging points from which they could earn money. Regarding Devolution, we would hear next January whether there would be one or two unitary councils. The Leisure Centres at Bury and Haverhill had received £4.1m to decarbonise (solar panels, air source heat pumps and solar powered canopies in the car parks). Cllr. Pugh would check about net zero obligations being delayed. Land off Rede Road for a self-build property had been refused at Delegation Panel. The applicants would have to appeal the decision. SCC had given WS Council money for bus stop refurbishment. 
County Councillor’s Report 
No report 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DC/25/0905/TCA – Lavender Cottage, Brockley Road
Six sycamore and one ash reduce height by 6m, one eucalyptus crown reduction by 4m. Cllrs. had no objection. 
DC/25/0909/FUL – Land off Poulters Lane 
Ground-mounted photovoltaic solar arrays together with inverter stations, grid connection infrastructure, access gates, internal access tracks, security measures, storage and ancillary infrastructure, landscaping and biodiversity enhancements, operational vehicular access and two construction vehicle accesses and two temporary construction compounds. It was agreed to discuss this with agenda item 12 at the end of the meeting.
Minutes of the Meeting held on May 14th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Quince and seconded by Cllr. Skeels that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters arising from the meeting on May 14th 
Cllr. Quince felt strongly that lorries turning left out of Vincent’s Farm would have a big problem but accepted that the PC had no say in this. Cllr. Nutt said the Doughnut Boys would look again at the stumps on Footpath 8. 
Clerk’s Report 
Highways said the PC could remove the bollards on the left verge coming into the village. Agreed to get rid of broken ones first and possibly all of them in future. It would make grass cutting much easier. All planning applications going back to 1974 were available on WS Council’s website. The Clerk could dispense of those she had stored.
Finance 
Invoices for payment: McGregor Services £192 (grass cutting); Di Rix £6.11 (post clip); WCA £120.79 (VE Day costs); Lloyds Bank £4.25 (monthly fee)
Cllrs. Skeels and Sergent had not received card readers from Lloyds Bank. Cllr. Corcoran expected them to be sent to the Clerk. Clerk to print Cllr. Nutt another application form. The PC thanked Cllr. Sergent for negotiating a reduced fee with Vertas from £672.72 to £317.44. The Clerk was waiting for them to submit an invoice.
Apparently Vertas were still cutting the community centre grass which was confusing McGregor Services. Both Cllr. Sergent and the Clerk to contact Vertas. It was proposed by Cllr. Quince and Cllr. Maddever that the bank reconciliation for May was correct and the invoices be paid. Ian Lambert had completed the internal audit, so the Clerk would publish the necessary documents on the PC’s web page before July 1st. She had set the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights from June 30th to Aug 1st. 

Bank balance to end May 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£12,487.59

	Savings account
	£7,722.54

	Total
	£20,210.13



Theo Cutting Field
Lacy Scott & Knight and Savills had both quoted £750+VAT to prepare a Designated Adviser’s Report. Wilson Wraight and Brown & Co weren’t able to carry out the work. Cllrs. agreed to assign the work to Anthony Holliday at Lacy Scott & Knight. The Clerk would chase CAS about setting up a Charitable Trust and would assimilate all the villager responses about what they would like to see on the field and present them to the PC soon. 
Footpaths and Byways (Cllr. Corcoran brought forward agenda item 13)
David Till would cut the path next to his house in the next week or so. Tuffields Road was in a terrible state of repair after heavy use by lorries and being used as a regular diversion route. Agreed residents needed to use the SCC online reporting tool more using what3words. Clerk to ask City Fibre what the connectivity is going to be between Whepstead and Horringer - will they keep the trees trimmed or take the cables underground - as when Tuffields Road’s broadband was installed Cllr. Aitkens remembered it being said that underground ducts on Harram Hill weren’t good enough. 
Clerk to ask Mark Lebbon to quote to strim the Rectory Road path again in June, July and August. Cllr. Sergent mentioned a steep unsafe drop on the footpath between the bridges at the bottom of Church Hill. The Doughnut Gang would address it after decorating the community centre. 
Whepstead Community Association Report 
The WCA had received the Land Registry deeds for the community centre which were being held by solicitors Greene & Greene. G&G to investigate how to register ownership of the property as a Charity. This was necessary to be able to put solar panels on the roof. The WCA had identified a green 3 door aluminium noticeboard with reinforced glass and 10-year warranty costing £2,400. Cllrs. agreed that the PC should fund half of that. Cllr. Sergent to see if he could negotiate the price. Derrick King was meeting the WCA to discuss plans for lighting in the car park. Agreed it would be good to get an interior designer involved before redecorating the community centre. Cllr. Sergent would send the Clerk details of a reasonably priced one he had used. 
Any Other Business 
None 
Proposed Solar Farm 
Cllr. Maddever declared an interest and left the meeting. Cllrs. discussed the 40+ documents associated with the application DC/25/0909/FUL for a solar farm on land off Poulters Lane. The deadline for the PC’s response was June 30th. Clerk to ask for a two-week consultation extension so that a meeting with residents could be held at the community centre. In the meantime, Cllr. Corcoran would try and summarise the plans to send to residents urging them to look at the full application and explaining how to comment directly online. Clerk to draft a note about the meeting and circulate to councillors for approval first. Clerk to let people know they would be able to speak for three minutes and to let her know if they wanted to do that. Cllr. Corcoran would chase Quintas Cleantech about whether they would be happy to attend a meeting. Cllr. Nutt would ask for a meeting with Cllr. Maddever and a few other councillors. He had made clear that he did not want to face a meeting of lots of residents. Cllr. concerns included the planned 36 CCTV cameras at 3.5m high on every 5th post on the 2m perimeter fence and the impact installing cabling from the solar farm to the grid connection near the Rugby Club would have. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.

The meeting closed at 9pm





Signed………………………………Date……………………




