Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday January 10th at 7pm 2023
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		A Walsh
							A Maddever 
							N Aitkens
							K Richmond
County Councillor			K Soons
Member of the Public			R Murray	
Clerk 					D Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Corcoran and Merrett. District Cllr. Pugh
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever (Operator Licence Application) Cllr. Aitkens (TCA St. Petronilla’s)
District Councillor Report
None 
County Councillor Report
No report 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DC/23/2073/TCA – St Petronilla’s Church (Cllr. Aitkens left the room)
one yew reduce height to 1.5m, b. one sycamore prune branches overhanging Church Barn to give 3m clearance from roof c. one holly, one box fell d. two horse chestnut raise crown to 2.5m. Councillors agreed they had no objection to the application.
DC/24/0037/TCA – I Rectory Grove
One crab apple, one Norway spruce, two laburnum, one lilac, one viburnum, one western red cedar, one yew, one hawthorn, one stags horn sumach, one English elm, six Leyland cypress fell. Applicant and new Whepstead resident, Richard Murray, discussed his plans and said he had taken advice from a tree specialist. Subject to neighbours being happy with the application councillors had no objection. Clerk to report decisions.
Transport Operator Licence – West and Gate Farm (Cllr. Maddever left the room)
It was agreed that this was not an application that the Parish Council could consult on, although the Clerk had been contacted about it by Matthew Fox from Highways, who wanted to get a sense of how locals felt. The Clerk had said that a number of Tuffields Road residents had lodged a complaint against the application to increase the number of lorries operating from West and Gate Farm from five to nine. Cllr. Walsh noted that one of West Suffolk’s Strategic Priorities was to work to reduce the impact of HGVs in rural areas. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on December 13th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Richmond that the minutes were a true record. Cllr. Maddever had been told that his application for a dog field would be considered more favourably if trees were grown to hide the fencing.
Matters Arising from the Meeting
None

Clerk’s Report
The clerk had submitted a request for Locality Budget Funding for white gates from Cllr. Pugh who had agreed £500. She had also requested £350 from Cllr. Soons (the first year’s costs) to install wi-fi at the Community Centre. Councillors agreed that the cost of wi-fi could be funded by the PC for a period but should ultimately be born by the WCA which would benefit most from it. It was hoped savings made from reduced grass cuts would fund it.  The Clerk urged councillors to think about a speaker for the upcoming APM on Friday, April 12th.
Finance 
There were four invoices for payment:
Clerk’s fees (Oct-Dec) including backpay from April 1st £1,481.68 
HMRC – clerk’s tax (Oct-Dec) £59
Clerk’s exes (Oct-Dec) £145.08
Whepstead Parochial Church Council £870
Cllr. Maddever proposed and it was agreed by Cllr. Richmond that the cheques be signed. There was no bank reconciliation for December. In line with the restrictions of its Zurich insurance policy, councillors limited its Precept request to £10,000. This was a rise of £440 on last year and would cost the average Band D resident an extra £1.71 or 3.92%. Cllr. Walsh (standing in for the chairman Cllr. Corcoran) and the clerk signed the form. The clerk would submit it before the January 22nd deadline. 

Bank balance to end November 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£5,877.31

	Savings account
	£10,543.05

	Total
	£16,420.36

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£16,420.36



Community Speed Watch
The clerk had submitted the street furniture application including photographs of four potential locations, the specifications of the gates and details of a local contractor. If accepted the licence would cost £150. She would then make an application under the Community Self Help Scheme, as advised by Moulton PC. Gate costs were discussed. The clerk to shop around. Westley PC used G-Signs. She would speak to them.
Litter Pick
It was agreed that the Litter Pick should be on Sunday March 3rd. Clerk to book the hall, the necessary equipment and prep food and drinks for the event. Cllrs. Aitkens and Maddever would be happy to pick up full rubbish bags in their trucks.
Thermal Imaging Camera Project
Around 15 people had borrowed the camera which had been circulated by Cllr. Corcoran between Dec 12th and Jan 3rd. It had been returned to Glemsford PC on Jan 3rd. Cllr. Corcoran to report on the findings at the next meeting. Cllr. Aitkens had found it difficult to analyse the pictures he had taken and wished he’d had more guidance.
Footpaths and Highways (Cllr. Soons arrived)
Cllr. Soons had no report and apologised that she had been on annual leave and so hadn’t yet forwarded the PC’s request for wi-fi funding. The Clerk to remind her. 
Cllr. Merrett had checked the Threeways hedge to discover it had been cut back. The Council was aware that Jeff Pyne was putting together a petition about the regular flooding at Harram Bottom. Cllr. Aitkens said that only when it was exceptionally wet was there now flooding there and he praised Cllr. Maddever and another local farmer for keeping the ditches clear. The Clerk to email Cllr. Soons the report number from the pothole at Harram Bottom where six cars had ruined their tyres on December 13th. She said it should have at least been temporarily fixed by now. Cllr. Aitkens urged Highways to work more collaboratively with local landowners as they had done in the past. Cllr. Aitkens said that the cable lying on the roadside in Sharpe’s Lane for months had finally been fixed. Cllr. Maddever said the Broadband cable that had been lying in the ditch at Harram Bottom for 18 months would probably be cut again when the verges were cut in the Spring. Clerk to email details separately to Cllr. Soons.   
Whepstead Community Association 
Clerk had submitted a Locality Budget Application to Cllr. Soons for £350 (£49 set up cost and £24.99 a month) the first year’s costs of supplying wi-fi to the Community Centre with PlusNet. Cllr. Richmond said it was suspicious that the theft of a van on Brockley Road coincided with the Caravan Club hiring the community centre over New Year. Last time they hired the venue there had been an attempted theft of a vehicle in Rectory Road. Titans Youth Club would only take place once a month from March. Cllr. Richmond said that the attendees (around 40) appeared too high for the number of helpers. Cllr. Walsh to ask Sean Padmore if the table tennis table could be used by another group. There would be a Tractor Run followed by a BBQ on May 12th. 
Correspondence
It would be the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings on June 6th. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Walsh thanked everyone for attending.
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Aitkens asked when people reported trees down or potholes on the WhatsApp group, could they give the what3words location. He also urged everyone to think of the more vulnerable in the village when the weather turned colder as forecast. 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm







Signed………………………………Dated……………






