Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday September 10th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Garry Corcoran
Nigel Aitkens
 					Steve Nutt
					Louis Sergent
					Thelma Quince
					Vicki Skeels
District Councillor 			Sarah Pugh 
County Councillor 			Karen Soons
Member of the Public			Roly Nice
Clerk 			 		Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Maddever

Declarations of Interest
None

Public Forum (Cllr. Corcoran brought forward agenda item 5)
Mr Nice raised the issue of the dog walking field at the bottom of his garden. The land was owned by RF Staveley (Golden Lane, Lawshall) who had let it to a franchise operation. A retrospective planning application had been submitted after the PC notified Enforcement. In the meantime, the business continued to operate, despite planning permission being granted to the Maddevers for a similar business in an adjacent field.  
In the past two weeks a few acres of agricultural land at the bottom of another of Mr Nice’s fields (again owned by RF Staveley) had been flattened and had hardcore on it. He had seen no planning application but in January had received a letter saying 5 big lorries and trailers had applied to operate from there. Despite asking for a site visit - to demonstrate how inappropriate Pages Hill Road (narrow, no passing spaces) was for HGVs – he’d heard nothing. 
The PC had not been consulted as it did not come under planning law. Operating licences were dealt with by the Traffic Commissioner’s office. Highways had been alerted and Cllr. Quince had written to the Traffic commissioner in April asking if immediate neighbours should have been informed and if they hadn’t, did they have grounds to stop it under judicial review. She was told as an independent body they were not subject to same rules as local authorities therefore judicial review could not be considered. 
Paul Brierley, who owns the access road to Vincent’s Farm had had hardcore put all over the access to his property including the green triangle of grass near the road which had been flattened and covered in hardcore to give HGV lorries a better turning area. 
Councillors agreed that lorries turning left on to Pages Hill Road would struggle to negotiate the narrow bridge. There were no passing spaces and the junction at the B1066 was dangerous. If lorries turned right to get to the A143, Old School Road was again completely inappropriate for articulated lorries and trailers. Clerk to ask Highways to review it and talk to planning about change of use. This was a haulage company not a farming operation. RF Staveley had also applied to run another 3 lorries from Golden Lane (5 already) which would impact Tuffields Road. Cllrs. to report the terrible state of the road at the bottom of Church Hill. 

Action: Clerk to write to Highways and Planning. Cllrs. to use Highways reporting tool. 

Planning Applications 
APP/F3545/W/25/3369451 – Land at Pipers Hall Farm
Appeal for a new dwelling
DC/25/1244/TCA – Tilia House 
Fell one Bay
DC/25/1250/TCA – School House
Fell three Ash 
The PC had missed the deadline for comment but did not consider the TCAs contentious.

Minutes of the Meeting held on July 9th and 16th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Skeels and seconded by Cllr. Quince that the minutes were a true record. 

Matters arising from the meeting on July 9th and 16th 
The Doughnut Boys would look to remove the remaining bollards on the bend outside the community centre.

Clerk’s Report 
Vertas was still sending invoices (£634.88) for grass cutting despite having agreed and accepted a final bill of £374. Cllr. Sergent would follow up. Cllr. Soons had contributed £2,000 for a new noticeboard from the Thriving Communities Fund. This had been ordered. Councillors agreed to the December meeting date change from 10th to 9th. Hall availability had been confirmed. The Clerk circulated next year meeting dates. Cllr. Nutt would source the village poppy wreath. 

Action: Cllr. Sergent to speak to Vertas

Finance 
Invoices for payment: McGregor Services £72 (July grass cutting); McGregor Services £168 (Aug grass cutting); Lacy, Scott & Knight (DAR) £900; Anne Robertson (Defib exes) £28; Zurich £363
Cllr. Skeels proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. Quince that the invoices be paid and the bank reconciliations for July and August were correct. Councillor Skeels, Quince and Maddever were now bank signatories. There would be a payroll cost rise from £38 to £45 + VAT a year. The PC’s insurance was up for renewal. Clear Councils (Ecclesiastical) quoted not less than £700. Parish & Town Councils Insurance (CAS) said they couldn’t beat the renewal quote from Zurich which was up £36 to £363 as the Precept was over £10,000. Cllrs. voted to renew with Zurich. NALC recommended the new pay award for Clerks be backdated to April 1st. The Clerk earned just over minimum wage and £4 less than she was paid by another PC. She would email a pay rise proposal for discussion at the next meeting. 

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllr. Corcoran. Cllrs. Nutt and Sergent to complete bank signatory paperwork. Clerk to email councillors with pay rise proposal.

Bank balance to end July 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£12,757.97

	Savings account
	£7,732.13

	Total
	£20,490.10



Bank balance to end August 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£9,802.28

	Savings account
	£7,737.02

	Total
	£7,539.30




County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr. Soons apologised for not circulating her report. She urged the PC to email her regarding the new lorry park. Councillors questioned why Highways hadn’t objected to it being on a single-track road especially with the dangerous junction at B1066. Had a traffic plan been attached to the submission and was it compliant with licencing? Clerk to send photos and ask Highways to review it. Why had there been no mechanism in place to notify neighbours? Surely it was subject to a change of use application? There had been very poor communication about bus timetable changes.

Action: Clerk to write to Highways and Cllr. Soons about the lorry park and bus timetable
Theo’s Field 
The PC had received an unsigned AS1 Land Registry Assent of Land document which it had mended. The total land (4 pockets) bequeathed amounted to 14.83 acres valued at £330,000.  The Clerk had circulated information about setting up an Incorporated Charitable Organisation (ICO) as advised by CAS. It would provide limited liability for trustees but would involve reporting obligations and the registration process could be lengthy. Councillors agreed to start with an unincorporated charitable organisation, adding insurance to cover public liability. Although the level of protection was not the same, they were easy to set up and there was no need to register with the Charity Commission (unless income was over £5,000) but the lack of external regulation and separate legal identity meant the management committee would be personally liable if things went wrong. An unincorporated charitable organisation could switch to being incorporated at any time. Councillors and the Clerk to sound out a few local PCs. 
Clerk to ask Edmondson Hall about 10 on the AS1 form about what declaration of Trust to make. Clerk to circulate Cllr. Nutt’s sketch of what trees he felt should go on the land. Walkways would be cut around the edge and through the centre of the field. There would be two seats one by the river one in the middle. Cllr. Aitkens felt a budget should be set based on the income from letting the field (fencing, water supply, trees, seats etc.). Cllr. Sergent offered help with tree watering. 

Action: Clerk to speak to local PC’s re: charitable trusts, Edmondson Hall re: AS1 form and what is needed to set up an unincorporated charitable organisation.   

District Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Pugh had not heard about the solar application. The determination date had been on September 3rd. She felt it would go to planning committee soon. It could not be a delegated decision as it was a major infrastructure project. The usefulness of Enforcement was discussed regarding the dog walking field. Cllr. Pugh had not been aware of the lorry park. She would investigate. The owner of Vincent’s Farm had not even been informed, and it was at the bottom of his drive. Cllr. Aitkens to provide details of how to get alerts from the Traffic Commissioner. Cllr. Pugh would invite the Locality Officer to our Dec 9th meeting and apologised she would miss the October meeting. Solar panels on the community centre roof were discussed. 

Action: Cllr Aitkens to provide contact details for Traffic Commissioner alerts

Footpaths and Byways
The Clerk would ask Mark Lebbon to cut Rectory Road again. 

Speeding
The PC had been invited to join a group - organised by Moulton and Lidgate PCs - to lobby SCC about road safety and speeding. Cllr. Corcoran felt the only way drivers would slow down was by being fined. He would drop them a note. 

Whepstead Community Association Report 
The WCA was in profit. Fun, Food and Fireworks and the Xmas Fayre were coming up. There had been lots of bookings including one for 12-18 months for cooking lessons. Recruitment discussed.

Proposed Solar Farm
(see agenda item 3)

Correspondence 
West Suffolk Area Forum - September 18th 7pm, Citizen’s Advice Bureau AGM - October 20th 9.30am, Town & Parish Forum - October 21st. A New Zealander whose great, great grandmother had been a nursemaid at Plumton in 1861 was keen to visit the property when he was over. Clerk to speak to Guy Schooling.  

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business 
Cllr. Nutt to speak to the Men’s Shed about gates for the village. Cllr. Aitkens to chase refixing the village sign.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm





Signed………………………………Date……………………




