Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday November 13th 2024 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							N Aitkens 
							L Sergent
 					S Nutt
					A Maddever
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Merrett and District Cllr. Pugh 
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
No Report
County Councillor’s Report
Circulated ahead of the meeting
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications
DC/24/1786/TCA – Tilia House, Brockley Road
Pollard one field maple at 3.5m above ground and fell one ash. Cllrs. had no objections to the application.
Minutes of the Meetings held on November 13th 2024
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Aitkens that the minutes be approved as a true record of events. 
Matters Arising from the November 13th Meeting
Cllr. Aitkens would speak again to Sam Graham and Mark Warnes about the socket for the village signpost.
Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk was still chasing Vertas (grass cutting) about being overcharged. She had purchased a Duck warning sign with post bracket for £41.90 and had posted (£3.75) newsletters to the Hold in Ipswich on behalf of the former history recorder Kala Nobbs. She had welcomed Fiona Bradford to the role in January’s newsletter. Litter Pick date agreed for March 2nd. Clerk to organise. The PC would talk about and welcome ideas for Mr Cutting’s field at the APM (Fri April 11th). Ipsum to lay boards on muddy field where Whepstead Hall meets the B1066 and in the church yard.    


Finance 
There were 3 invoices for payment. 
CAB £100 (donation)
WCA £73 (newsletter printing costs)
Di Rix £45.65 (postage and duck sign) 
Councillors agreed that the bank reconciliation for November was correct and that the cheques be signed. 
Bank balance to end Nov 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£6,377.67

	Savings account
	£10,672.61

	Total
	£17,050.28

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£17,050.28



Cllr. Maddever had completed his online banking form. Cllrs. Corcoran and Merrett to complete theirs. Cllrs. Maddever and Corcoran signed the Clerk’s delegated user access form. She would take the form to Cllr. Merrett for signing and submit. Cllrs. agreed a 4.92% (£500) rise in the Precept to £10,500. The taxbase would rise to 220.74, which means a villager in a Band D property would pay £47.57, a rise of £2.23. Cllr. Corcoran and the Clerk signed the Precept form which the latter would submit. 
Community Speed Watch
Nothing to report
Footpaths and Highways
The Old Rectory homeowner had started cutting back the hedge in front of her property. Clerk to invite Mark Lebbon to start clearing the soil/grass back to the edge of the paving. Cllr. Corcoran to explain in February’s newsletter why the trees on Straight Road are being cut down. Blocked drains at the bottom of Pages Hill and at the end of Tuffields Road to be reported to Matthew Fox.  
Whepstead Community Association Report
The WCA had been awarded a decarbonisation grant to put solar panels on the community centre roof. There were two options, one to own the panels (50% grant worth £6,500 towards the cost) or a free option whereby the Council would lease the roof space. WCA to respond before Feb 3rd. The PC felt the free option was the best.  
Theo Cutting Gift
The Clerk had heard from Mr Cutting’s solicitor that Overage documents were being prepared. 
Emergency Plan 
Clerk to speak to the EP liaison officer regarding data protection and the safeguarding of vulnerable people and then meet with Cllrs. Nutt and Aitkens to discuss. CB radio communications in case the mobile network went down were discussed.
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Nutt to look at ditches around the Cutting field with Cllr. Sergent. Work, by the Doughnut Boys, would take place on the noticeboard in Jan. Its position was discussed. A grant for improved lighting in the car park had been applied for. Sewage leeching into the river and ongoing problems with capacity at the pumping station discussed.

The meeting closed at 8.05pm



Signed………………………………Dated……………




