Draft Minutes of the Meeting

of the Whepstead Parish Council on

Wednesday February 11th at 7pm 2025

Attendees:	Councillors 		Cllr. Corcoran (chair)
Cllr. Nutt
Cllr. Sergent
Cllr. Aitkens
Clerk 					Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
County Cllr. Soons; District Cllr. Pugh; Parish Cllrs. Skeels and Quince
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
None
County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
A new road sign funded by Cllr. Soons had been installed at the end of Rectory Road. 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DC/26/0061/LB – Arbons Barn, Stonecross Farm, Rede Road
Councillors had no objections to the application for a first floor side extension b. internal alterations to form dressing room and c. replacement windows and doors.
Regarding the necessity to re-consult on the Vincent’s Farm barn conversion to a dwelling, it was because the barn had to be advertised for commercial use for 12 months first. While the retrospective application for the dog walking field had been granted it carried a number of conditions including for its entrance to open inwards and not be less than 5m from the public highway. It was noted that the HGV sign outside Burnside had been removed. SALC was hoping to arrange online briefings with expert planners ahead of Government reforms aimed at speeding up the development process. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on January 14th 2026
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters arising from the meeting on January 14th 2026
Cllr. Aitkens suggested the Clerk send a reminder to count the number of 30mph repeater signs that need replacing with stickers ahead of the next meeting. A warm room for the elderly in Winter had been raised at the last meeting. Cllr. Aitkens felt the community centre should do something alongside the Chapel’s monthly Friendship Group gathering. Everyone to think about how people could be targeted for help (not everyone’s online) and what people would like to happen. Perhaps for discussion/survey in the village/at the APM. 

Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk confirmed she would not be there for the Litter Pick on Feb 22nd. She would deliver pickers, hi-viz jackets etc. to Cllr. Corcoran. Cllr. Maddever had offered his pick-up truck. WS Council didn’t have extendable litter pickers. Jeff Pyne had sent a map of where there was rubbish in the ditches that he couldn’t reach. As a few councillors could not make April 24th for the APM. Agreed to move the meeting to May 8th (assuming the hall is available). Clerk to ask WS Council if they had someone who could come and speak about recycling. McGregor Services had quoted the same as last year for grass cutting. Based on 14 cuts that would be £2,240. AWFM had quoted £2,577.94. Agreed McGregor Services had been very good and that we should take up their offer of a three-year deal charging the same in year 2 and just an inflationary rise in year 3. WS Council said that we hadn’t been notified of social housing properties becoming available as none had changed hands since 2014. Councillors agreed that was not true. Clerk to contact the Housing Enabling & Strategy Officer Jenna Brame. 

Finance 
Invoice for payment: Jeff Pyne £21.98 (extendable picker)
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Corcoran that the bank reconciliation for January was correct and the invoice be paid. The Clerk had submitted the Precept before the Jan 31st deadline. Cllr. Nutt had been into Lloyds Bank three times and was hopeful he had finally completed his signatory application for the Cutting Land Trust account. Clerk to check.

Bank balance to end January 2026
	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£3,900.06

	Savings account
	£7,756.83

	Total
	£11,656.89



Theo Cutting Field
The Clerk had paid for fencing and organised its delivery to Cllr. Nutt who with Cllr. Sergent had planted 24 fruit trees (donated by Cllr. Sergent) and erected some fencing today. They needed to buy more fence posts. The Clerk suggested the invoice was sent to her. The rest of the trees will be planted next winter. The Clerk had been sent the engrossed copies of the Overage and Transfer document for signing and had heard that Edmondson Hall had signed documents in readiness for completion. It was suggested the PC take legal advice before signing the documents. Agreed the Clerk would approach Greene & Greene. Once approved and signed she would then provide Edmondson Hall with a copy of the The Cutting Land Trust Deed and minutes showing the appointment of trustees as requested. Cllr. Nutt would organise a bulb planting day via the WhatsApp group and email. 

Footpaths and Byways
The new bridge behind the Maddever’s and the new sign at Rectory Road were discussed. The chevron sign on the bend by the community centre had not been done at the same time as it was a CAT6/14 calendar week order which meant it was likely to be replaced early to mid-April. Regarding the collapsing road at the bottom of Fern Hill, it had been marked which suggested Highways would deal with it soon. The terrible state of Tuffields Road and Folly Lane was discussed. Because of a bad pothole drivers had created a hole in the verge. Agreed Highways seemed completely disinterested in anything not on the tarmacked road. Having reported the wooden posts on the verge outside Stonecross, Highways responded by saying the issue raised fell under the responsibility of the landowner and was not on an area maintained by Highways and therefore not for them to resolve. Clerk to ask Matthew Fox if this can really be the case. 

Speeding 
The Clerk passed recommendations from the inspector regarding the licences for the installation of white gates to Cllr. Nutt. He was awaiting a date for the installation from Darren at DJ Haill. After lobbying by Suffolk Parishes Road Safety Group, SCC had approved the introduction of 20mph speed limits and zones across the county. However, the SPRSG expected it would incur significant costs and would be working hard to help villages consolidate applications when SCC finalised its new policy on this.    

Whepstead Community Association Report 
Cllr. Corcoran was progressing the solar panel application for the community centre. He expected them to be installed by the Spring. 

Proposed Solar Farm
Nothing to report

Correspondence
There would be an annual civic dinner on March 6th. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business 
Cllr. Aitkens shared a bus timetable he had picked up in the pub in Shimpling. Clerk to contact Konect Buses for some leaflets. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.05pm

Signed………………………………Date……………………




