


Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday September 11th 2024 at 7pm
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							N Aitkens 
G Merrett
							L Sergent
 					S Nutt
					A Maddever
District Cllr. 				S Pugh 
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
None
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever  agenda item 16.
Appointment of Vice Chair and Footpath Rep
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Maddever that Cllr. Nutt be appointed to both roles. He accepted. 
District Councillor’s Report (Circulated ahead of meeting. Arrived at 7.30pm)
County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
None
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications
None 
Minutes of the Meetings held on July 17th 2024
It was proposed by Cllr. Merrett and seconded by Cllr. Aitkens that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the July 17th Meeting
None 
Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk would forward some quotes to the thermal imaging company. She circulated next year’s meeting dates (to be approved by Di Howe). She would be away for the whole of January. Cllrs. voted not to have a meeting that month.
Finance 
There were two invoices for payment. 
Jeff Pyne £47.15 (cleaning products)
WCA £38 (hall hire may/jun/jul)
It was agreed that the bank reconciliations for July and August were correct and Cllr. Corcoran signed them. The Clerk had submitted a VAT reclaim for £909.65. Zurich Insurance’s renewal (Sep 30th) quote was for the same terms as last year at £327. Cllrs. agreed to accept it. 
Bank balance to end July 2024

	Balance in Treasurer0s Account
	£8,743.31

	Savings account
	£10,634.65

	Total
	£19,377.96

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£19,377.96



Bank balance to end August 2024

	Balance in Treasurer0s Account
	£8,070.59

	Savings account
	£10,645.17

	Total
	£18,715.76

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£18,715.76



Village Sign Repair 
After power washing the bus shelter and war memorial brickwork, Jeff Pyne deemed the village sign to be unsafe and so it had been fenced with safety netting. In the past Mark Warnes had replaced the post that Cllr. Aitkens had bought from Clarke’s of Walsham while Cllr. Nutt had painted the sign. He was concerned about cleaning the war memorial with the wrong product. He would take advice from Roly Nice from Saxon Monumental in the village.  
Community Speed Watch 
Matthew Fox said extending the 30mph along Brockley Road would not be considered as there were numerous criteria that would need to be met: insufficient properties and no local facilities like churches and playing fields. But he thought a 40mph buffer zone could be appropriate. A speed survey (likely cost £500) would be required first to record accurately the incoming speed of vehicles at the 30mph signs. If the mean entry speed was more than 40mph a buffer zone would be considered. Then a source of funding would need to be identified for both the survey and to progress any further work (traffic regulation orders; new signs/road markings etc.) Clerk to talk to Brockley clerk about its proposed 40mph buffer zone between Hartest and Brockley. If theirs has been approved, it was agreed she should then ask for a speed survey at the Brockley end of the village. Regarding white gates she reconfirmed that SCC would be happy for the village to make their own gates as long as the construction met certain specifications for the street licences to be valid. A picket fence panel H1200mm x W1800mm would cost £33.07 at Clarke’s of Walsham. 
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Maddever said the broadband cable had now been lying in the ditch at Harram Bottom for two years. Workmen had come to fix it but discovered the second pole needed work. This would take another three weeks to do a risk assessment which would take them out of a school holiday period and they would not close the road during school time. The next earliest date the engineers could come would be in October half term. Cllr. Aitkens said no warning had been given for the painting of white lines at junctions on the B1066 on Monday. Cllr. Maddever asked the Clerk to thank Frank Davey the sub-contractors working to repair local roads. He said they were doing it professionally, quickly, without road closures and traffic lights. Cllr. Aitkens would also like the Clerk to thank Rupert Brown for cutting the junction at the B1066/A143 and Cllr. Maddever was thanked for cutting the bottom of Fern Hill. 
Because of the planned road closure at Church Hill, Cllr. Corcoran had emailed Cllr. Soons about how bad using the Pages Hill Junction was as a diversion. She had passed it on to Highways for comment. Regarding the trees growing into power lines on Straight Road, Jamie Murrow had quoted £3,750 to fell 25 trees to ground level and £500 to raise the crown on the remaining, while Stuart Bradnam had quoted £850 +VAT to fell half the trees. Clerk to ask Mr Bradnam for a quote to simply raise the crowns of all the trees and check if he will chip the wood and take it away. Jamie Murrow suggested that if the crown was lifted on all the trees, then high sided vehicles wouldn’t have a problem driving by them. He also felt the responsibility of the power lines would be the power network suppliers. (Cllr. Pugh arrived) Cllr. Aitkens said power suppliers would be unlikely to resolve issues with low voltage power lines and felt the trees needed to be taken out and the remaining have their crowns raised. Cllr. Nutt had spoken to an engineer who suggested that the power suppliers would respond to low voltage lines if they were a health and safety issue. Clerk to speak to Nick Turner whose land would need to be accessed to do the work. Regarding widening the path in Rectory Road, Matthew Fox said that there would be no funding available - in essence they would have to move the line of the carriageway towards the verge opposite the existing pathway to allow the path to be widened - to maintain the carriageway width. A scheme like this would cost tens of thousands of pounds. Grass was growing on the path and needed to be scraped back. Cllr. Nutt was aware of an 80-year-old who had fallen on the path. The Clerk to ask Matthew Fox to inspect it. Cllr. Corcoran had spoken to people at the Willows who had cut back their hedges but not enough. Cllr. Maddever had been impressed by the number of hedges - he had reported as a problem to his vehicles on the reporting tool - that had been cut back.  
District Councillor’s Report (Cllr. Corcoran returned to agenda item 4)
Sustainable villages for planning purposes were discussed. The Govt. now considers any village with a bus route to be sustainable. Cllr. Aitkens said the village had a bus that went through the village at 8am returning around 4pm and 6pm. Cllr. Pugh said that because West Suffolk’s Local Plan was at inspection stage it meant that nothing would change until 2040. Cllrs. were sceptical. She said we were lucky as we had no ‘grey belts’ which had to be developed first, 809 houses must be built in West Suffolk each year. It was agreed that the affordable housing built some years ago had improved the dynamic of Whepstead considerably with more young children around. There were to be changes to recycling. In addition to a blue and black bin on alternate weeks, we would get a food bin every week and the recycling bin would accept glass and other materials. From April 1st by law, firms would have to clearly mark their packaging as to whether it’s recyclable or not.  This could lead to a loss of income for villages with bottle banks. Cllr. Corcoran said the clothing bank would soon be run by a private operator and the income it generated would triple. Perhaps that could happen with the bottle bank. The solar panel funding application for the WCA roof had been submitted before the September 6th deadline. Free parking in Bury St. Edmunds was now only available from 8pm rather than 6pm. Waitrose now fines drivers who park for over 90 mins irrespective of whether the store is used or not. The lack of interaction with the Police was discussed. Cllr. Pugh said more bobbies on the beat were planned. And the Coffee Caravan charity was praised for its work providing hot food and drinks. 
Whepstead Community Association Report  
A number of events were coming up, a Halloween Quiz (Oct 26th) Fireworks (Nov 9th) Barn Dance (Oct 19th) and Xmas Fayre on the 30th. The storeroom was being reorganised. Hall hire prices now reflected the addition of heating with bookings. The coin operated heaters had been removed. The sign advertising the Hall for Hire needed upgrading. 
Theo Cutting Gift
Cllr. Maddever declared an interest as he rented the field. Cllrs. had reacted strongly to the solicitor’s email asking the PC to consider an ‘overage’ on the land in favour of Suffolk Wildlife Trust (the beneficiary of the majority of the estate) which would grant SWT a portion of the value of the land if it were ever developed by WPC for housing or similar in the future? A long discussion ensued. The Clerk to collate the comments and share them with councillors. Cllr. Sergent to compose a letter to the solicitor on the PC’s behalf. Cllr. Nutt to fill in the A4 sized print out of the field with his ideas of how it could be planted and developed before the next meeting. 
Welcome Pack and Emergency Plan 
The Clerk had nearly completely the Welcome Pack and was working on a new templated Emergency Plan which she would share with Cllr. Nutt before the next meeting. Clerk to put something in the newsletter about collating a list of vulnerable people in the event of an emergency. 
Correspondence
The Parish Forum would be at Haverhill Arts Centre on Oct 6th at 7pm.
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. GC thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8pm



Signed………………………………..Dated……………






