Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday November 12th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Garry Corcoran
Nigel Aitkens
 					Steve Nutt
					Louis Sergent
					Andrew Maddever
					Vicki Skeels
					Thelma Quince
County Councillor 			Karen Soons
District Councillor 			Sarah Pugh
Members of the Public		Mrs Robinson
					Mr Copping
Clerk 			 		Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
None

Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever (Proposed Solar Farm and dog walking field)

District Councillor’s Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Pugh had attended a briefing session from an organisation called Community Energy Pathways which was working with Quintas on the proposed solar farm. It encouraged community investment partnerships. Cllr. Corcoran said he was sceptical as no one could answer his questions about possible returns on investment or where the money would be invested. She felt strongly that there were so many solar applications and that parish councillors were not equipped/educated/trained to deal with the implications of them. UK Power Networks were offering £200,000 per km of cable crossing the land of communities affected by the Bramford to Twinstead pylons. Few parishes would be able to refuse that.  She was looking to find someone capable of giving professional advice/training for parish councils. She urged applications for Locality Budget funding (£500) to be submitted before January 14th.  Agreed the money could be spent on fencing and trees for the Cutting land. Cllr. Pugh was meeting the police next Thursday and urged anyone to share concerns they wanted raising. Cllr. Corcoran had been to a speeding meeting involving numerous villages which hoped to involve the police. There were only 4 officers in the rural policing team for West Suffolk. 
In mid Suffolk Cllr. Corcoran was aware that parishes plugged into the Police through the Neighbourhood Watch system which Whepstead wasn’t a part of any more. Cllr. Pugh would find out how best we could communicate with our local rural police officer. Cllr. Skeels felt that people who reported suspicious vehicles on the WhatsApp group probably expected the information to be dealt with somehow. Did that information need to be collated/monitored?
Cllr. Pugh had been to the lorry park with a planning officer to look at sightlines, the scale of the operation and the amount of hard standing. She had asked the officer to liaise with Highways about the strength of the bridge and to give advice on the suitability of the local roads for HGVs. 

County Councillor’s Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Soons had circulated a response from Transport Strategy regarding the lorry park and highway concerns on Pages Hill Road. As there had only been one accident recorded there in 2019 it felt there were no real highway concerns. The park was licenced to run five lorries and five trailers as an operating centre from Vincent’s Farm. Cllr. Maddever felt that if 5 lorries and trailers were parked at the site but other lorries came and went that would not be a contravention of the licence. If 10 vehicles were parked there, it would. Cllr. Soons said any contraventions should be monitored and reported to enforcement. Cllr. Quince felt strongly HGVs should not be on Pages Hill Road and produced a photo of a lorry and car which had been forced onto the verge. She said it was near a 3m drop into the river. Cllr. Soons said devolution for Suffolk and Norfolk had been approved. The state of the roads was discussed. Agreed that road repairs are better than in previous years. But the recent City Fibre roadworks was considered a potential for future problems. Matthew Fox was chasing the Rectory Road sign that had first been reported down in October last year.

Public Forum
Mr Copping asked if there was anything he could do to help with the Staveley situation. Cllr. Corcoran said it was just the road conditions and people being driven off the narrow road by HGVs that were of concern. This would be raised with the enforcement team. Mr Copping said people in a silver 4x4 were chased off the site on Friday having rifled through several vehicles. They were looking to put up fencing to increase security. Mrs Robertson said the traffic around her home was so much busier due to either the gardening business, the dog walking field or the lorry park. She felt it was dangerous that the dog walking field only had two parking spaces. Invariably a vehicle parked near the B1066 junction waiting to go in was dangerous as it created a blind spot for those wanting to overtake near the junction. All agreed it was an accident waiting to happen. And agreed that there was no coordination at WS Council regarding the number of applications affecting one junction. If the solar farm went ahead that would create even more traffic. When the volume of lorry traffic was discussed, Mr Copping said when a lorry left the site on a Sunday it probably wouldn’t return until the Friday. He said they were only on site from Friday to Sunday. But he agreed a lot of small traffic – people with a few sheep in a trailer – came to the site. It was not a distribution centre. 
Regarding concerns about a goods vehicle licence application at Burnside, it was still with enforcement (EN/24/0028/QUERY). Mrs Robertson was concerned that when licences were given, there was no mention of the size of vehicles nor hours of operation. She felt that the original planning for 8 small vans and no trailers had been given to Mr & Mrs Lovick because the entrance on to the B1066 was so small. It seemed to her there was a grey area as to what was the operational site at Burnside and what was the garden on which there were now polytunnels. She could not sit and enjoy her garden without machine noise. 

Planning Applications 
DC/25/1687/FUL – retrospective application for continued use of agricultural land as dog walking field (sui generis) on land off Pages Hill Road. (Cllr. Maddever left the room) Land next to this on the other side of the stream already has planning permission (DC/23/1732/FUL) for a dog walking field. And the owners - Maddever Farms - have until November 5th 2027, to start operating there. The retrospective application only has two parking spaces, the one with permission will have four. While councillors understood the popularity of dog walking fields, it felt it was an inappropriate site with users parking on Pages Hill Road dangerously near to the junction with the B1066 making it difficult for overtaking drivers approaching the junction. The approved site is bigger, the access road better and with much better vision. The fact that it is cheaper for developers to start operating fields and then apply retrospectively for planning because they avoid costs like biodiversity net gain reports etc. was considered wrong. Cllrs voted unanimously against the application.

Action: Clerk to report decision and to chase enforcement re: Burnside

Minutes of the Meeting held on October 8th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes were a true record. 

Matters arising from the meeting on October 8th 2025
Cllr. Maddever had cut off the bollards outside the community centre. The Clerk had contacted Transport Made Simple about better communication of bus timetable changes but had not heard back. Cllr. Nutt confirmed the falling tree on the Byway off Pages Hill Road had been removed. The Clerk had contacted City Fibre on Mr Nice’s behalf, to discover they expected customers to remove any bulbs on verges before they start work.

Clerk’s Report 
Cllr. Aitkens reported that very sadly a longstanding member of the Parish Council, Stanley Durrant, had died. The Clerk to send Christine Durrant a letter of condolence. The Clerk thanked Cllr. Corcoran for buying and setting up a new laptop for her. She circulated the new Cutting Land Trust Deed for signing. Only Cllr. Maddever would not be a trustee. She had also set up a bank account for the trust with Lloyds Bank. Initially, only herself and Cllrs. Corcoran, Nutt and Sergent could use it. The others would be included once the account was up and running. She had contacted James Hall at Birketts about setting up a Farm Business Tenancy Agreement for the land leased to Cllr. Maddever. Councillors agreed this did not need to be done through a solicitor. Following a request from Jeff Pyne, who she had thanked for taping up some rusting posts, the Clerk had priced up 16 30mph repeater signs. These would cost £200.80 plus VAT, plus clips at £18.72 plus VAT. Agreed it wasn’t a necessary expense for the PC at this time. Mr Pyne had suggested he might fund raise to buy them. The ANPR camera should be coming to the village early in the new year.

Action: Clerk to notify Mr Pyne of the sign costs and find an online tenancy agreement. Cllrs Nutt and Sergent to respond to Lloyds Bank requests for information.

Finance 
Invoices for payment: Mark Lebbon (path clearing) £120; CAS (website hosting) £66; WCA (hall hire) £111; Mr Corcoran (laptop) £289; Jeff Pyne (tape) £20; McGregor Services (grass cutting) £192. Cllr. Nutt would send a £20 invoice for the poppy wreath. Vertas had tried to charge the PC another £644. Cllr. Sergent was sorting it out. 
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the bank reconciliation for October was correct and the invoices be paid. The Clerk had applied for a VAT refund of £1,388.64. The Clerk circulated a budget and some notes for the Precept 26/27. Last year the PC had received £10,500 and the year before £10,000. With inflation running at 3.8% she suggested applying for another £400. She didn’t envisage any major outgoings other than white gates which they had already received £500 for from Cllr. Pugh. This year the PC had benefitted from a £2,000 donation from Cllr. Soons towards the noticeboard, and major expenses had included £900 on a Designated Advisers Report, £468 on a traffic survey £468, £121 on VE Day celebrations and £610 on footpath clearing.  It was noted that WS Council was seeking views on extending the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme for those facing financial hardship. Kevin Mayes would dig holes for the noticeboard when he digs trenches for the car park lighting. Cllr. Nutt said he would clean/paint the village sign before it is put up. The socket for it to stand in would be galvanised and have a drain socket in it. 

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllr. Corcoran and Cllr. Skeels. Cllrs. Nutt and Sergent to complete bank paperwork.




Bank balance to end October 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£6,506.80

	Savings account
	£7,745.12

	Total
	£14,251.92



Theo Cutting Field 
Cllr. Nutt had received numerous responses from people wanting to dedicate trees with plaques. He would draw up a costing for trees and fencing for the Clerk to apply for funding. Cllr. Maddever agreed to cut the field and remove metal next to the gate at the bottom of Church Hill

Action: Cllr. Nutt to send costing for trees. Clerk to apply for funding. Cllr. Maddever to cut grass and remove metal.
 
Proposed Solar Farm
Cllr. Maddever left the room. There would be a street canvas by Quintas on November 18th/19th. 

Lorry Park Pages Hill Road
See agenda items 4 and 5.

Footpaths and Byways
It was noted that horses were out of a field owned by Seb Sanders. The doughnut gang cut the path next to the field and would look at how many posts needed fixing. Cllr. Maddever would send the clerk a photo of the bin/hedge sticking out in Straight Road. Cllr. Nutt would look to fix broken steps at the bottom of Fern Hill and on Straight Road. Ian Lambert had removed a fallen tree on his land.

Action: Cllr. Nutt to organise repairs of steps on Fern Hill and Straight Road. Clerk to report a hedge on the carriageway. 

Speeding 
Cllr. Corcoran had shared minutes from a speeding meeting he had attended. Few people supported a decrease in the speed limit to 20mph. Revenue raised from speeding fines went to central government. If it could be spent locally there would be more ANPR cameras. Cllr. Nutt had made 4 white gates (5ft x 4 ft) at the Men’s Shed for the B1066. Clerk to contact DJ Haill to fit them. The Men’s Shed would look for a donation. Clerk suggested the £500 from Sarah Pugh. The PC would buy 30mph signs when a size was agreed. 

Action: Clerk to contact DJ Haill

Whepstead Community Association Report 
Fireworks night was a success. The solar panel paperwork was with the solicitor. 

Correspondence
WS Civic Carol Service would be on December 1st and there was a SALC-organised devolution super forum on December 2nd. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.55pm








Signed………………………………Date……………………






