Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday February 12th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							N Aitkens 
							L Sergent
 					S Nutt
					A Maddever
County Councillor 			Karen Soons
Member of the Public 			Vicki Skeels
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Merrett and District Cllr. Pugh 
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
No issues
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications
Lorry Licence application for Vincent’s Farm
Cllr. Corcoran had written to Cllr. Soons about road safety at the junction of Pages Hill Road and the B1066 at Harram Bottom.
DC/24/1443/FUL – New field entrance on Rede Road 
Refused. 
DC/24/1608/VAR – The Barn, Rede Road
Removal of an agricultural tie granted. 
DC/24/0631/OUT – Land East of Rede Road
Appeal lodged for refused application for a dwelling
DC/24/1854/HH – 1 Rectory Grove, Rectory Road 
Application for various alterations delegated as the applicant worked for WS Council.
DC/25/0075/HH – Saxham House, Chedburgh Road
Cllrs. had no objections to the application to build a single storey rear extension and other works. 
DC/25/0144/HH – Whepstead Manor, Straight Road
Cllrs. had no objections to the application for a four bay car port.
County Councillors Report (Cllr. Soons arrived. Cllr. Corcoran returned to agenda item 4)
No report. Cllr. Aitkens was disappointed County Council elections in May had been shelved because of Devolution plans for Suffolk and Norfolk. People, who would make fundamental decisions about how local Govt would operate in this area, wouldn’t be elected. He felt one unitary council for the whole of the county would not be enough. Cllr. Soons feared the change would mean Cllrs. covering rural wards would not travel to village meetings and connect with residents. Feb 17-24th the A134 would be closed while a roundabout was built for the new Hopkins Home housing estate. Cllr. Soons to talk to Highways about the impact a lorry park might have on Pages Hill junction. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on December 11th 2024
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes be approved as a true record of events. 
Matters Arising from the December 11th Meeting
Clerk apologised, she hadn’t yet reported the blocked drains under Tuffields Road and Harram Bottom.
Clerk’s Report 
Stephen Roberts, Theo Cutting’s estate solicitor, said the Overage was still being drafted, but the PC could be in no doubt that the executors intended to assent the land to the PC. It would be the main topic at our APM on April 11th. Cllr. Corcoran to explore possible drone footage of the field. Clerk to draft an ad for the March newsletter. Clerk was still chasing Vertas for £344.40 overcharge last year. A new contract from April 1st would cost £2,116.27 a rise of £218.27. Clerk to get quotes from AWFM in Horringer and Tom McGregor. Clerk would get quotes for a new laptop. She would empty the PC’s storeroom filing cabinet and deliver contents to the Hold in Ipswich.
Finance 
There were six invoices for payment. 
Stuart Bradnam – tree cutting £1,260
PCC - graveyard Maintenance £428
SALC - cllr. training £153.60
D Rix – fees Oct-Dec £1,469.64
D Rix – exes £98.22
HMRC – tax £56.40

It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the bank reconciliations for December and January were correct and the invoices be paid. The Clerk had applied for the remaining £149.94 grant from Cllr. Soons for wi-fi at the Community Centre. Cllrs. Corcoran and Merrett to use new internet banking facility to pay bills. She would apply for Cllrs. Nutt and Sergent to become online banking signatories. 

Bank balance to end Dec 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£6,159.02

	Savings account
	£10,680.80

	Total
	£16,839.82

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£16,839.82



Bank balance to end Jan 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£6,159.02

	Savings account
	£10,689.87

	Total
	£16,848.89

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£16,848.89




Community Speed Watch
Steve Bonney wanted to combine a SID move to outside Hall Farm with the ANPR camera coming to the village. WS Council could give no indication when that might be. Speed survey on Brockley Road to take place around Easter.
Litter Pick 
The Clerk had booked everything for March 2nd and would organise refreshments. Cllr. Maddever offered the use of his pick-up. Cllr. Corcoran to organise who picks where. 
Footpaths and Highways
Agreed clearing Rectory Road path had been well received. Clerk to ask Mark Lebbon to clear from Rectory Road to bottom of Fern Hill. Clerk to thank Stuart Bradnam for removal of trees on Straight Road. Mr Griggs hedge and neighbours bush on Straight Road still protrude into the road. Cllr. Aitkens felt a rota of dog walkers should take on the emptying of the chapel dog waste bin. WS Council would deliver a bigger black bin for dog waste at the Community Centre. The smaller black and red ones to remain in place. Cllr. Corcoran would ask WCA whether the chapel bin needed adding to the WS Council emptying rota.
Whepstead Community Association
The WCA had been awarded a £5,000 grant for lighting at the Community Centre. Derrick King to put a proposal to the WCA tomorrow. Playdale had repaired playground equipment. Doherty which had replaced the Community Centre roof had confirmed that if certain clamps were used for the solar panels the warranty would hold. A £400 switch to tap into the solar power in the event of a powercut was being considered. 
Theo Cutting Gift
See agenda item 9.
Emergency Plan 
Cllr. Nutt, Cllr. Aitkens and the Clerk to meet to discuss assets and skills register. Re: GDPR, WS Council did not recommend storing info about vulnerable people, rather someone with good village knowledge should be responsible for finding vulnerabilities in an emergency. Re: safeguarding, advice to have an agenda guidance sheet which would deal with it when briefing volunteers about to respond. Clerk to ask WS Council for a general safeguarding protocol document. Cllr. Aitkens suggested an electricity need assessment should be done.
Correspondence
Daphne Rosbrooke had thanked the PC for the clearing of Rectory Road path. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Aitkens asked if the WCA was planning an event for the 80-year celebration of VE day on May 8th. People in the village had been involved. 


The meeting closed at 8.25pm




Signed………………………………Dated……………



