Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday March 12th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens (chair)
							L Sergent
 					S Nutt
					A Maddever
					G Merrett
					V Skeels
County Councillor 			Karen Soons
District Councillor			Sarah Pugh
Member of the Public 			Jeff Pyne
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Co-Option of a Parish Councillor
Cllr. Aitkens welcomed Vicki Skeels who moved to the village 7 years ago and was involved in various organisations and keen to contribute to village life. Councillors voted unanimously to co-opt her on to the PC. She signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and received a file with essential Cllr. information and training dates.
Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Corcoran. Cllr. Merrett apologised. He had missed 3 meetings recently.
Declarations of Interest
None
Planning Applications 
DC/25/0335/TCA – St. Petronilla’s Church
Councillors had no objections to the application to raise the crown of a Cypress to 7m above ground level. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on February 12th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes be approved as a true record of events. 
Matters Arising from the February 12th Meeting
None
County Councillor’s Report (Cllr. Aitkens returned to agenda item 5)
No report. She would forward it asap. SCC was taking libraries back in house to become more of a community hub taking on some health and care services. Anyone who felt the roads were being damaged more than usual due to the A134 weekend road closures to report it to Highways as there would be an audit. Cllr. Soons to chase Highways on the impact a lorry park in Pages Hill Road would have on the B1066 junction. 


Public Forum 
Jeff Pyne asked for progress on the broken road signs on the Rectory Road/B1066 junction. Clerk to chase. Cllr. Nutt had spoken to Roly Nice who had agreed the cleaning fluid for Mr Pyne to use to clean the war memorial. Cllr. Aitkens would lend him a litter picker and investigate extendable pickers for deeper ditches. Mr Pyne  thanked the PC for organising the cleaning of Rectory Road and Fern Hill. Regarding the duck sign the Clerk had delivered, it only had one bracket. Agreed to site the sign on the 30mph reminder between his home and Rectory Road facing drivers coming from Brockley. Clerk to ask Highways for a longer post. Cllr. Aitkens suggested putting one sign up before contemplating a second duck sign. 
District Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Cllr. Pugh asked for an update on the village gates she generously donated £500 towards last year. The Clerk had spoken to Matthew Fox and ordered a speed survey as the PC wanted to have a 40mph buffer zone at the south end of the village. Having explored the cost of gates they had been considered extortionate, so the PC was looking at perhaps making them themselves. Cllr. Pugh had money set aside next financial year for the decarbonisation solar panels project. Clerk asked about the need for a Neighbourhood Plan as a Type B village meant nothing could be built in Whepstead outside the development envelope. Cllr. Pugh believed that would remain the case as WS’s Local Plan stated only 800 houses a year would be built over the next 40 years. There was a legal challenge in the courts as by delaying county council elections until 2027 would mean county councillors would have had 7 years in office which was not democratic. Unitary elections would take place in 2027. 
Clerk’s Report 
Clerk would take the files in the storeroom and others at her home to the Hold in Ipswich asap. It was suggested some could be worth keeping in the village and to ask the new History Recorder if she wanted anything. Cllr. Corcoron was registered to attend the WS Area Forum on March 25th; Cllr. Sergent had training booked for March 31st and Cllr. Nutt on April 23rd. She had reported blocked drains at the bottom of Pages Hill Road and Tuffields Road. The Feakes had complained to Highways and City Fibre that they had not been consulted on the green city fibre cabinet being sited on the verge outside their house. It had made exiting their drive more dangerous and pedestrians would now struggle to use the verge. Cllrs agreed that there was not a lot they could do and that it was progress. A speed survey had been booked and should take place in the next six weeks. The cost had gone up from £390 to £415. The ANPR camera would be in the village from April 14th to 21st. Website hosting costs would rise by £6 to £66 from April 1st. Regarding a new laptop the Clerk had managed to clear cookies which had improved the performance of her current one. 
Finance 
There were two invoices for payment. 
WCA hall hire £56
WCA final grant payment from Cllr. Soons for wifi £149.94
Vertas had finally accepted an overcharge of £344.40 had been made and hoped to credit the PC’s account by the end of next week. Its last bill had not been paid.
Regarding grass cutting from April 1st, Vertas quoted £2,116.27 a rise of £218.27 for 12 cuts @ £176.36 a month. McGregor Services quoted £2,240 for 14 cuts @ £160 a cut to include spraying etc. while AWFM had quoted £3,437.26. It was proposed by Cllr. Skeels and supported by Cllr. Merrett that the PC appoint McGregor Services as the new contractor. All in favour. McGregor cuts the grass for 19 parishes locally. Clerk to ask them not to spray in the play area and whether they would include cutting the front of the community centre as well, but only the front as flowering orchids grow towards the trees. Lloyds would start charging its £4.25 monthly fee from March 18th. It was agreed that the bank reconciliation for February was correct and the invoices be paid. Cllrs. Corcoran and Merrett to use new internet banking facility to pay bills. Signatory applications had been submitted for Cllrs. Nutt and Sergent. Ian Lambert had kindly agreed to internally audit the accounts again. It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Merrett that the PC adopt the latest Model Financial Regulations that the Clerk had circulated earlier.

Bank balance to end Feb 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£2,843.10

	Savings account
	£10,699.24

	Total
	£13,542.34




Community Speed Watch 
See agenda item 10 Clerk’s Report
Litter Pick Feedback
All agreed it was a great community event. Twenty-seven volunteers had helped and a few others at other times. After the event Mark Haley had been seen litter picking all the way to the B1066 junction. Clerk to thank everyone in the newsletter. 
Annual Parish Meeting Friday April 11th 
Clerk would organise village club reports etc. and drinks and nibbles. Cllr. Nutt and Corcoran to speak about Theo’s field. A map to be circulated to everyone for their ideas and opinions on how the field should be used. Cllr. Aitkens suggested it needed to be made clear that the larger section of the field (half of which belongs to Jill Harper) would remain in agriculture, which would provide a small income to maintain what goes on in the smaller field. All agreed. Cllr. Maddever to remove mangled gate at the bottom of the field. 
Footpaths and Highways 
See above
Whepstead Community Association Report 
None

Theo Cutting Gift
For the PC to receive the land subject to the Overage, as it will be for charitable purposes (for the benefit of the village as a whole, according to Mr Cutting’s wishes) the PC will become the trustee of a charitable trust and will have to obtain a ‘Designated Adviser’s Report’ prior to the Assent with Overage being completed. Clerk to contact Adrian Wilson for advice on this. 
Correspondence
Karen Harris wanted to thank the PC (Henry Maddever) for organising the cutting back of the hedges on the corner opposite the pub. 
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Sergent had been notified by an OSR resident that she had been terrified while on a walk at the bottom of Church Hill near the river on Friday at 2.30pm. A man with a burnt face wearing black hat and gloves had jumped out in front of her near the bridge. She had reported it to the Police on 101. Clerk to mention on the WhatsApp group and in the newsletter. Cllr. Skeels asked for help with the dog waste bin emptying on Rectory Road. Cllr. Nutt to help. Cllr. Aitkens to ask the Chapel again if the dog waste could go into the Chapel bin. Clerk to approach Thelma Quince about joining the PC as Cllr. Merrett would like to retire asap. 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm





Signed………………………………Dated……………



