Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday June 12th 2024 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							N Aitkens 
A Walsh
							A Maddever
		County Councillor			K Soons
Clerk 			  		D Rix
Member of the Public 			Louis Sergent
					Steve Nutt
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	Apologies for absence 
District Cllr. Pugh 
Declarations of Interest
Cllrs. Walsh and Maddever agenda item 16, Cllr. Sergent agenda item 7
Co-Option of Louis Sergent, resignation of Cllr. Richmond
Since the last meeting, Cllr. Richmond had resigned as she had become Chair of the WCA. Cllr. Corcoran welcomed Mr Sergent who said he had lived in the village for 5 years after moving with his family from Norfolk. He used to have a will writing/estate planning business but now combined consultancy work with looking after his two boys. Cllr. Aitkens proposed and Cllr. Maddever seconded the co-option of Mr Sergent on to the PC. It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Maddever that Mr Nutt – an active member of the community and the village tree warden – was also co-opted on to the Parish Council with immediate effect. The Clerk provided Cllr. Sergent with a folder containing Financial Regulations, Model Code of Conduct, Model Standing Orders, the PC’s meeting dates etc. and would do the same for Cllr. Nutt at the July meeting. She asked that they both complete a declaration of acceptance of office and Register of Member’s Interest form and return it to her asap. 
District Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Cllr. Pugh wanted the PC to know that she had introduced Chris Swarbrick, the new Locality Budget officer, to the village. She also wanted to know if the PC was interested in signing up for the Rural Services Group for £50 a year. Councillors concurred that more information was needed.
County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications (Cllr. Sergent declared an interest and left the room)
DC/24/0631/OUT – Land East of Rede Road 
Councillors were reminded that a letter from the owners, O & M Power, outlining plans for two properties was sent to the PC a few years ago. The outline planning application for one dwelling (access to be decided) was discussed. Cllr. Aitkens recollected that a previous owner’s application had been refused. Councillors agreed that the dwelling would be outside the village development boundary but without more information on access they could not properly comment, more detail was required. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on June 12th  
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Walsh that the minutes were a true record. 

Matters Arising from the June 12th Meeting
None 
Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk had put up notices of election and as Ian Lambert had completed his Internal Audit without any issues, she had uploaded the PC’s annual accounts on to the village website before the July 1st deadline. The external auditors had notified the PC that it had been selected for an intermediate review, so she was expecting to have to answer more questions before the accounts were properly signed off. Councillors agreed that the Clerk should buy Mr Lambert a bottle of wine as a thank you. Susan Izod Quay did not want to take on the role of history recorder, but Kala Nobbs had been in touch to say that she would happily continue in the role until her planned house move. She suggested the currently accrued material should be moved to the record office in Ipswich.  
Finance 
There were no invoices for payment. It was agreed that the bank reconciliations for April and May were correct and Cllr. Corcoran signed them. 

Bank balance to end April 2024

	Balance in Treasurer0s Account
	£11,755.61

	Savings account
	£10,600.26

	Total
	£22,355.87

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£22,355.87



Bank balance to end May 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£11,002.00

	Savings account
	£10,611.59

	Total
	£21,613.59

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,613.59



Community Speed Watch 
Cllr. Maddever apologised that he had not managed to get a quote from Fram Farmers for white gates. The Clerk to ask SCC if they can erect home-made wooden gates and use an accredited company to install them. It was suggested that Clark’s of Walsham might sell white picket gates. Clerk to ask them. The Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) camera would now be in the village June 17th to 24th.  On Cllr. Aitkens request, the Clerk had asked SALC if they knew of any other PC’s purchasing white gates in the hope that buying together, we could get a cheaper deal. She had been called by the SALC CEO and told a gathering information service was not something that SALC offered.
Emergency Plan Update
The Clerk had been contacted by West Suffolk and asked to update the village Emergency Plan. She was also in the process of updating the Welcome Pack. 
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Soons arrived and suggested the dangerous level of vegetation on the bank where Gypsy Lane joins the A143 should be reported on the SCC reporting tool and to send her the reference which she would chase. Cllr. Aitkens suggested speaking to the landowner there. Cllr. Nutt suggested that we make a note to report this every year.
On May 22nd contractors closed the road at Harram Bottom and were there for two hours then left without fixing the broadband cable that has been down for 18 months now. The Clerk had received notification that this was being investigated.
Regarding the 70 trees on the verge of Straight Road planted years ago by the PC, it was agreed that the Clerk should get a quote from Stuart Bradnam and Jamie Murrow to cut down 50% of the trees. Cllr. Soons suggested that the PC ask her to fund this from her Locality Budget. Cllr. Aitkens to speak to Nick Turner whose field they back on to. Cllr. Walsh was unhappy about the removal of so many trees and couldn’t see that they were a problem. Cllr. Nutt, the village tree warden, said it was a case of the wrong tree in the wrong place and he would guarantee planting more new trees to replace those lost. He would order more trees from The Woodland Trust to replace them. Cllr. Nutt assured her that trees would not be removed during the nesting season.
Cllr. Corcoran had visited a few residents about their overgrown hedges but no one was in. He had not written to anyone yet. Agreed that this needed to be dealt with at village level, involving Highways enforcement officers only as a last resort. 
The Clerk had spoken to Anglian Water about keeping the hard standing on Tuffields Road. They said the landowner would need to agree to it and then they would need to apply for planning permission as it was currently only covered by a temporary works application. Cllr. Aitken did not believe this to be necessary on C class roads. He would provide the Clerk with contact details for the landowners Coe and Tanners. 
Whepstead Community Association Report  
Cllr. Corcoran said that he would be happy to represent the PC on the WCA for the rest of the year. The Clerk to let Kerry Richmond know. Cllr. Sergent did not rule out getting involved in the future.
Correspondence – Theo Cutting News
The PC had received notification that in his Will, Theo Cutting had expressed the wish to leave 12 acres of land opposite the Old Bakehouse on Rede Road for the benefit of the village with the express wish that it wasn’t developed for housing or similar.  Cllr. Maddever who currently rents the field, Cllr. Walsh whose aunt owns adjacent land and Cllr. Sergent who neighbours the land declared an interest and left the room. It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the Clerk confirm with solicitors Edmondson Hall that the PC would be willing and as much as they were able to accept the extremely generous gift of land out of the Estate and would be happy to consult with them over any wording that they felt was appropriate. Cllr. Aitkens questioned whether the PC would need to take legal advice.  Cllr. Nutt had already drawn up some draft ideas of what to do with the land and it was agreed that the PC should consult with villagers over them sooner rather than later, as it would be good to plant trees on the land in the autumn. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. GC thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.35pm



Signed………………………………..Dated……………



