Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday November 13th 2024 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							N Aitkens 
							L Sergent
 					S Nutt
					A Maddever
District Cllr. 				S Pugh
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Soons and Cllr. Merrett
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr. Pugh reminded the PC that her funding for white gates (last financial year) had not been spent. Funding for improved lighting near the Community Centre entrance was discussed. Clerk to submit a Locality Budget funding request form. The Clerk to notify Cllr. Pugh of the PC’s decisions regarding two planning applications. Application DC/24/1443/FUL would go to delegation as the planning officer had recommended refusal of the planned replacement entrance to land east of Rede Road. The PC was still waiting to hear whether its funding application for solar panels on the Community Centre had been successful. 
County Councillor’s Report
Circulated ahead of the meeting.
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications
DC/24/1443/FUL – replacement entrance to land east of Rede Road. As long as the hedge was replaced and improved – Cllr. Nutt to offer free plants from the Woodland Trust - councillors had no objection to the application. 
DC/24/1608/VAR – Three councillors voted to maintain the agricultural tie on The Barn, at Rede Road. There were two abstentions. Clerk to notify WS Council and Cllr. Pugh of decisions.
Minutes of the Meetings held on September 11th 2024
It was collectively resolved that the minutes be approved as a true record of events. 
Matters Arising from the September 11th Meeting
Cllr. Aitkens would speak to Mr Graham about the socket for the village sign post.  

Clerk’s Report 
Clerk was still chasing Vertas about being overcharged for grass cutting. The WCA had requested a contribution towards printing 25 newsletters. Clerk to buy a ‘Duck’ warning sign. Estimated cost £30-£40. Kala Nobbs had found her replacement – Fiona Bradford – to take over as village History Recorder. Cllrs. Nutt and Sergent were booked for Cllr. training on Jan 13th and 20th. Cheryl Frost, the local community police officer, would attend the Xmas Fayre on Nov 30th. There had been a few farm burglaries locally. 
Finance 
There were no invoices for payment. Councillors agreed that the bank reconciliation for October was correct. 
Bank balance to end Oct 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£6,460.47

	Savings account
	£10,662.97

	Total
	£17,123.44

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£17,123.44



From Jan 14th Lloyds Bank would be charging an account maintenance fee (£4.25 a month) for each account and for day-to-day banking. Cheques paid out would cost 50p. The first 100 electronic payments (in or out) per month would be free. Clerk to investigate internet banking. A Precept decision to be made at the December meeting. The form to be submitted by Cllr. Corcoran in January.
Community Speed Watch
A speed survey must be conducted for a 40mph buffer between Brockley and Whepstead to be considered. Approved that a speed survey should take place in the Spring rather than winter. Survey sites to be decided. On its next visit, the ANPR camera will be at the Brockley end of the village. Cameras can be legally used by the CSW volunteers. 
Footpaths and Highways
The PC had received two quotes for work clearing the footpath on Rectory Road. Cllr. Aitkens to approach homeowner about cutting back their hedge first. Approved Stuart Bradman could remove half of the trees on Straight Road and raise the crowns on the remainder in Dec/Jan. Clerk to notify landowner Nick Turner. Councillors to report overgrown hedges on SCC reporting tool.
Neighbourhood Watch
Cllr. Corcoran would notify villagers - via the WhatsApp Group – of any Police Connect messages relevant to Whepstead. Clerk to circulate contact details. suffolk.police.uk/policeconnect



Whepstead Community Association Report
The Fireworks Night and Quiz had been successful. There would be two Xmas trees one by the pub, another on the corner of Church Hill. Regarding work on the play area, clerk to investigate reclaiming VAT on the WCA’s behalf. 
Theo Cutting Gift
The PC had been informed that the main beneficiary of Mr Cutting’s estate (SWT) was considering professional advice regarding an overage on the field. Clerk to write and push for a decision. Cllr. Nutt welcomed ideas for what should go in the field. A trim trail, bench with a plaque thanking Mr Cutting and wildflowers in the meadow were suggested. 
Welcome Pack and Emergency Plan 
Councillors Aitkens and Nutt to work on the Emergency Plan. 
Correspondence
CAB and Headway had requested donations. Councillors approved the payment of £100 to CAB. The Coffee Caravan would be in the village in January offering advice on benefits etc.
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
An advertisement offering free pest control to kill rabbits using a ferret and hawk was discussed. 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm



Signed………………………………Dated……………





