Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday December 13th at 7pm 2023
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							G Merrett
							A Walsh
							A Maddever 
District Councillor			S Pugh		
Clerk 					D Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Aitkens and Richmond
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report
Cllr. Pugh had circulated information about the availability of cost-of-living support and details of a free holiday activities programme ahead of the meeting. She said that Tuffields Road would be closed for Anglian Water’s major infrastructure project from January 29th to February 5th. She had been notified that the planning application DC/23/1732/FUL for a dog exercising field at Harram Bottom was to be refused because of the visual impact the proposed fencing around the site would have. She was cross that the planning department had only alerted Cllr. Soons - who represented Horringer - and not her about the application. As the Parish Council had no objection to the application at November’s meeting, she would be happy to represent the applicant, Cllr. Maddever, at the delegation panel meeting. Cllr. Maddever would speak to Cllr. Soons about representation too. Cllr. Pugh had been elected to the executive board of the Rural Services Network which was a lobbying group. She had been shocked to discover there was no representation from the whole of East Anglia and also shocked urban dwellers received £110 per person more than a rural dweller from the Government. She had passed a letter from the leader of the Council Cliff Waterman to the three local MPs calling for a fairer funding model, something that was agreed ten years ago but then shelved. Cllr. Pugh said she would be happy to financially support an application for white gates. Clerk to ask Jon Eaton for a Locality Budget Funding form and Cllr. Soons for support too. Cllr. Walsh asked why the Post Office had stopped afternoon and evening collections. Cllr. Pugh suggested she ask Cllr. Soons. It was not her remit. Cllr. Pugh apologised that she would not be at the January meeting.
County Councillor Report
No report. 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DC/23/1896/TPO and DC/23/1919/TCA – Beechwoods, 3 Rectory Grove
Councillors had no objections to the applications to reduce the height of 3 sycamore by 4m and the width by 2m and reduce the crown of a lime tree by 4m and the width by 2m.


Minutes of the Meeting held on November 8th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Merrett that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
None
Clerk’s Report
Clerk to ask the church about services before deciding on a litter picking Sunday preferably in early March.
Finance 
There were two invoices for payment:
WCA Hall Hire (Jul-Dec) £58
WCA printing and paper costs £99.17
Cllr. Maddever proposed and it was agreed by Cllr. Merrett that the bank reconciliation for the end of November was correct and that the cheques be signed. The PC agreed to apply for a precept of £9,950, up by £390. Form to be signed and submitted at the January meeting. Councillors voted to support a NALC-recommended pay rise for the clerk of £1 an hour, backdated to April 1st.

Bank balance to end November 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£5,877.31

	Savings account
	£10,543.05

	Total
	£16,420.36

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£16,420.36



Community Speed Watch
The ANPR camera would be back in the village May 13-20th. Via SALC, the clerk had spoken to Moulton PC about the installation of white gates and been given details of the local contractor it used. The clerk had received a quote of £500 from D Haill to fit the gates and been advised by the PC to apply through the Community Self Help Funding Scheme. She would now submit the application for a street furniture licence.  
Thermal Imaging Camera
The clerk had drawn up a schedule of users with dates that they could borrow the camera. Cllr. Corcoran took delivery of it yesterday and had passed it to the Lamberts. He considered it very easy to use and was delighted with the results. He would take responsibility for passing it on to the 14 villagers who had asked to use it. The clerk gave him a data collection sheet. 
Footpaths and Highways
During the meeting a driver – who had hit a pothole in Harram Bottom – asked to use the Community Centre’s facilities. He said six cars were waiting for assistance having lost tyres there that evening. All agreed that a motorcyclist could have been killed hitting it. Cllr. Corcoran put a warning on the village WhatsApp group. Clerk to share link to report a pothole and urge villagers to keep adding pins on the map even if it had previously been reported. Cllr. Merrett to take a measurement of how much the hedge on the corner of Rede Road and Old School Road leans over the road at height and is a danger to high sided vehicles and creates a blind bend, as not at all happy with the enforcement officer’s report of being happy by how much it had been cut back. Cllr. Maddever said it was lethal as to avoid the hedge in a tractor he had to be in the middle of the road which was dangerous to people swinging into Old School Road.
Cllr. Corcoran to check on hedges in Straight Road as he believed at least one had already been cut back.
Whepstead Community Association 
No report. Cllr. Corcoran had received a quote from Plusnet for 60-70mbps for £24.99 a month plus a £49 set up fee (£348.88). The clerk to ask Cllr. Soons how we could get funding upfront for the project as Plusnet could install it in late January.
Correspondence
It was agreed that a request for funding from Headway should be disregarded as it was not like CAB in providing support for all villagers.
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 19.59pm







Signed………………………………Dated……………





