Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday March 13th at 7pm 2023
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							A Maddever 
							N Aitkens
							Gordon Merrett
							Andrea Walsh
							Kerry Richmond	
Clerk 					D Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
District Cllr. Pugh and County Cllr. Soons
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
WS Council had published its Easter Activity and Food programme. Her locality budget for 24/25 would be reduced to £466 per village and she encouraged them to contact the Locality Officer Jon Eaton to see if he had other funding pots available. She said a decision on the Sunnica solar farm had been put back again until April 11th. 
County Councillor Report
None
Public Forum
None 
Planning Applications 
DC/24/0301/ELEC – Haygreen Farm
Councillors noted the application for overhead lines pole to be converted to a terminal pole with associated stay wires to be installed at two locations.
DC/24/0266/HH – Stonecross Farmhouse, Rede Road
Councillors had no objection to the application for replacement fencing and hedging (following removal of existing)
DC/24/0314/LB and DC/24/0313/HH – Stonecross Farmhouse, Rede Road
Councillors had no objection to the application to carry out alterations to existing outbuilding, including a new roof to a cart lodge, replacement roof to outbuilding, demolition of lean-to cart lodge and chimney, partial demolition of cart lodge wall, render to retained cart lodge wall, timber cladding to existing outbuilding, alterations of window openings and formation of new garage door opening. 
Action: Clerk to report decisions
Minutes of the Meeting held on February 14th 2024
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Merrett that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
Cllr. Maddever had looked for a container and had forwarded a price to the WCA. The Astronomy Club planned to buy one too. He said there would be savings if they bought together. Cllr. Richmond said it was important that the committee room was cleared soon so that it could be marketed properly. 
Cllr. Richmond said that the table tennis table which the WCA had bought from Titans was broken. Cllr. Corcoran would ask the doughnut gang if they could repair it next Wednesday. Cllr. Aitkens had spoken to Sean Padmore about the closure of Titans. Agreed that a committee should have been in place to help run the Youth Club and that grant money needed to be properly accounted for. Cllr. Richmond to speak to Carolyn Howard about the possibility of restarting a Youth Club as, although short-lived, it had been very successful. 
Clerk’s Report
SCC had given money for wi-fi in two instalments. The PC had received £123.97 on March 11th and would have to ask for the second instalment of £224.91 in May. 
The Clerk had spoken to the owner of a dog that had been terrifying passers-by and everyone was now happy that it no longer posed a threat. She said 30 people had come to the litter pick on March 3rd. She would thank everyone in April’s newsletter. She had paid £98.50 and picked up 50 Welcome Pack sleeves as agreed at the last meeting. She had put Alan Perkins in touch with the footpath officer about ordering new way markers which had now been fitted. Cllr. Corcoran said there was a lot of dog fouling on the walk behind Cllr. Maddever’s despite having put a bin there.
Finance 
There were two invoices for payment:
Diane Rix - £150 (street furniture licence)
Diane Rix - £98.50 (50 Welcome Packs)
It was proposed by Cllr. Merrett and seconded by Cllr. Maddever that the bank reconciliation for February was correct.
Bank balance to end February 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£3,664.38

	Savings account
	£10,577.64

	Total
	£14,242.02

	Less cheques not presented
	nil

	Total
	£14,242.02



APM arrangements
Jane Corcoran was going to speak about Asian Hornets on April 12th. Di Howe would ask the Astronomy Club if she could use their screen. Cllr. Richmond said the WCA was considering installing a touch screen which costs around £2,000. The Clerk would ask the usual village groups to present reports and she would organise wine and nibbles. Cllrs. Corcoran and Walsh sent their apologies, they would be away. Cllr. Aitkens would chair the meeting. Councillors to arrive soon after 6pm to help set up.
Community Speed Watch
The Clerk had forwarded the Community Self Help Scheme form that had been completed by her and DJ Haill to Suffolk County Council. She had asked other PCs about the cost of their white gates. Amounts varied widely. JACS appeared the best value. Moulton PC had paid them £470 per gate and £155 for the sign. She would contact the supplier once SCC had okayed everything. Agreed that initially the PC would only put gates at either end of the village on the B1066. Steve Bonney had received a new speed gun from the police which was much easier to use and asked us to publish his new email stevepolysius@yahoo.com 
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Corcoran apologised that he had forgotten to send out letters asking people to cut back their hedges. Cllr. Aitkens said that Tuffields Road (which was currently a diversion route) needed a sign letting people know it was a single track and to please use passing places as the verges were very badly damaged. 
Whepstead Community Association
Wi-fi was being installed at the community centre on Monday. The Tractor Rally (May 12th) had attracted 40 entrants. Money was being raised for Macmillan but profits from food and drinks would go to the WCA. A fete, quiz night and possible psychic night were planned. The WhepFest family camping event had been cancelled due to safeguarding issues. The kitchen wall – which was leaking – would be re-siliconed around the windows and a brick seal would be added. 
Correspondence
The WS Parish and Town Forum was on March 18th at 6.45pm for 7pm at The Jubilee Centre, Recreation Way, Mildenhall.
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for attending.
Any Other Business 


The meeting closed at 8.05pm



Signed………………………………Dated……………….




