Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday February 14th at 7pm 2023
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							A Maddever 
							N Aitkens
							Gordon Merrett
WCA Chair				S Perkins	
Clerk 					D Rix
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	Apologies for Absence
District Cllr. Pugh and Cllrs. Walsh and Richmond
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
WS Council had begun the last round of consultations for the new Local Plan. They would end on March 12th. The Council would be debating the 24/25 Budget on February 20th. Cllr. Pugh’s Locality Budget applications would close on March 21st due to the Police and Crime Commissioner Election. She urged the PC to act quickly if it needed funding for more projects as she did not know whether there would be Locality Budgets going forward. Clerk to ask for more.
County Councillor Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
None
Public Forum
Cllr. Corcoran brought forward agenda item 13, ‘Titans’ and invited Sue Perkins to speak. The WCA had received an email from Sean Padmore asking for £150 if the WCA wanted to purchase the table tennis table from the now defunct Titans Youth Club. It was her understanding that it might have been bought using a grant from Cllr. Sarah Pugh’s Locality Budget. If that was the case, then it wouldn’t be Mr Padmore’s to sell. The WCA would also like to keep the football goal posts. Councillors suggested in future it would be important to ask for receipts for purchases made using grant funding and that they should ask for Titan’s final accounts. Could there be money left in the kitty for someone to take the Youth Club over? All agreed a pre-xmas disco had been very successful and that it was a shame the club was closing after just six months. The question was also raised as to who owns a community club. Cllr. Aitkens would speak to Mr Padmore. 
In Cllr. Richmond’s absence, Cllr. Corcoran brought forward agenda item 16 ‘Whepstead Community Association’. Mrs Perkins said the Valentine’s Dinner had been cancelled due to low numbers. There would be two new events, Whepfest in June, for families and relations to camp overnight at the community centre. There would be a BBQ, games and disco and a tractor rally on May 12th. Already 40 tractors were signed up to go on a route round the village ending with a BBQ. The Fete would be on July 5th, another barn dance was planned for October and a film night or psychic night in September. 
There had been a third leak in the roof and the front wall of the kitchen leaked when it was hit by heavy rain. The brickwork needed replacing and the window needed a dampcourse. Astronomy Club would like to buy a container for their equipment. Cllr. Maddever suggested another one could replace the existing garage which was in disrepair. He said two containers could fit well behind the storeroom facing the field. A lined one would cost about £2,200. He could help with finding a supplier. Cllr. Aitkens suggested roofing a container would extend its life and putting them on levelled rubble would keep vermin at bay. Cllr. Maddever would also investigate the costs of replacing the garage with a 20ft x 10ft steel framed building. 
Planning Applications 
DC/24/2039/TPO – Street Record, Church Hill
Councillors agreed they had no objection to the application to fell one Ash.
Minutes of the Meeting held on January 10th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Aitkens that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
None
Clerk’s Report
The clerk had received £500 Locality Budget funding for white gates. Although she had confirmation that four licences had been created for street furniture - despite chasing - she had not had formal confirmation nor a request for the £150 fee. 
She had still not heard whether the application for £350 of funding for the first year’s wi-fi had been approved by Cllr. Soons. The clerk had been advised that the cable down at Harram Bottom for 18 months would be fixed on February 18th.  Cllr. Corcoran said that his wife Jane would be happy to speak about Asian Hornets at the APM on Friday, April 12th. The Clerk presented the PC with a new design for the Welcome Pack which would cost £123 for 100 or £98.50 for 50. Councillors agreed to order 50. Councils were being urged to have a .gov.uk domain name. CAS was offering a service costing £138 for two years. Councillors agreed that unless it was mandatory, they were happy to continue with current arrangements. Cllr. Aitkens to speak to the owner of a large dog following complaints from a few villagers who are scared to pass the garden it is in. 
Finance 
There was one invoice for payment:
Vertas grass cutting £611.57. 
The Clerk had submitted the Precept request for £10,000 before the January 22nd deadline. It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and agreed by Cllr. Maddever that the cheque be signed and that the bank reconciliations for December and January were correct. Following a request from Cllr. Corcoran, the clerk had confirmed that even non-residents carrying out voluntary work with the Doughnut Gang would be covered under the PC’s insurance policy.

Bank balance to end December 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£5,877.31

	Savings account
	£10,555.07

	Total
	£16,432.38

	Less cheques not presented
	£157.71

	Total
	£16,275.21



Bank balance to end January 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£3,164.38

	Savings account
	£10,565.97

	Total
	£13,730.35

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£13,730.35



Community Speed Watch
The Clerk had submitted the street furniture application and had been told four licences had been created (Bury Road, Brockley Road, Chedburgh Road and Straight Road.) Once accepted the licence would cost £150. She would then make an application under the Community Self Help Scheme, as advised by Moulton PC. She had asked SALC to circulate a request to other parishes about which firm they had purchased white gates from.
Litter Pick
The Clerk had booked the hall for March 3rd and had ordered the litter picking equipment. A few villagers had already committed to helping. Cllrs. Aitkens and Maddever would be happy to pick up full rubbish bags in their trucks. Clerk gave Cllr. Corcoran a map of the roads to be covered and number of people normally sent to them and would forward a risk assessment. The Clerk would provide refreshments. Cllr. Aitkens urged the PC not to put people on Harram Hill outside the 30mph as it was too dangerous and to make sure two people worked together on the B1066 or had a car moving slowly behind them.
Titans
See agenda items 5 Public Forum
West Suffolk Plan (for 2040)
The clerk had displayed information posters and uploaded it to the WhatsApp group. It was agreed that little locally would affect the village. 
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Aitkens said that the Council had jetted out some blocked culverts in Whepstead last week but failed to clear many blocked pipes notably on Pages Hill and Tuffields Road. The Clerk to speak to someone in the drainage dept. and report new potholes. Cllr. Maddever said the police had been out last week after 15 cars lost tyres to a pothole on the A143. Cllr. Corcoran to deliver letters to a few residents with overgrown hedges on Straight Road and the owners of Owl Cottage on the B1066. All impressed by the chopping back of the hedge at the junction of OSR and Rede Road. The Clerk had contacted Cllr. Soons about the bent and broken sign opposite Rectory Road. Using his digger, Cllr. Maddever had cleared the flooding at the bottom of Church Hill. 
Whepstead Community Association 
See agenda item 5 Public Forum
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for attending.
Any Other Business 
Clerk to ask users of the WhatsApp group to use the what3words app when identifying exact locations in the village. 

The meeting closed at 8.20pm



Signed………………………………Dated……………….



