Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday April 23rd 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Garry Corcoran
N Aitkens
 					S Nutt
					Vicki Skeels
					Louis Sergent
Members of the Public 		Gordon Merrett
					Thelma Quince
					Jeff Pyne
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Election of a Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that Cllr. Corcoran be reinstated as Chairman. He accepted.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr. Corcoran and the Clerk signed a declaration of acceptance of office. 
Appointment of Vice Chair
It was proposed by Cllr. Corcoran and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that Cllr. Aitkens be reinstated as Vice Chair. He accepted.
Co-Option of a Councillor
Following the resignation of Cllr. Merrett, Thelma Quince was co-opted and welcomed on to the PC. She confirmed she met the criteria under s.79 Local Government Act 1972 to serve and completed a declaration of acceptance of office. The Clerk handed her a folder containing important new councillor information including meeting and training dates. Cllr. Corcoran thanked Mr Merrett for all that he done on the PC.
Appointment of WCA representative
Cllr. Corcoran agreed to continue in the role for six months.
Appointment of SALC representative
Cllr. Sergent agreed to take over the role from Cllr. Corcoran
Appointment of Rights of Way representative
Cllr. Nutt agreed to take on the role.
Apologies for absence 
County Cllr. Soons, District Cllr. Pugh and Cllr. Maddever 
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
None

County Councillor’s Report 
Circulated ahead of the meeting
Public Forum
Mr Merrett asked that VJ Day in August be formally recognised. Bellringers had already been booked and felt we could have a small event. He wished Cllr. Quince good luck in the role. Mr Pyne picked up the extender post and clips that the Clerk had bought for the duck sign. Following up on his previous requests, she had found the cheapest replacement 30mph repeater signs were £12.55 and new bollards £20.21. Everything else (new noticeboard, fencing at play area, benches re-staining etc.) was in hand. Cllr. Quince asked for a 30mph roundel on Pages Hill Road. Thought they were not put on ‘C’ roads. Cllr. Nutt said he and Cllr. Corcoran were looking at installing white gates. 
Planning Applications 
DC/25/0474/FUL – Land north of Rede Road 
The application for a self-build dwelling had been refused because there had been no management plan for the ancient woodland nor a landscaping plan around the new build.
DC/25/0439/OUT – Land at Pipers Hall Farm, Whepstead Rd, Hawstead
Councillors felt the outline planning application for a self-build dwelling would be an overdevelopment of the site which already had two dwellings on it.
DC/25/0772/HH – Sycamore Cottage, Old School Road
Councillors had no objections to the application for a single storey detached annexe (following demolition of an existing outbuilding).
Minutes of the Meeting held on April 23rd 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the April 23rd meeting. 
Cllr. Quince was not aware of the lorry licence application at Vincent’s Farm. She felt the bridge on Pages Hill Road was totally unsuitable for large lorries. It was explained that the PC was not a consultee and therefore unable to comment. Cllr. Corcoran would forward the advert that had appeared in the newspaper. Cllr. Aitkens would share a notification scheme that would allow the PC to be alerted about such applications. Regarding the poor condition of Tuffields Road, Matthew Fox urged residents to report issues as they occurred and confirmed that no restrictions on the hours that lorries could operate - nor the direction they must take from Gate & West Farm on Golden Lane - had been put in place. 
Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk had circulated her correspondence with Vertas (who were insisting the PC pay £894.32 for not giving six months’ notice). Cllr. Sergent would speak to them. She had contacted Anglian Water regarding the pipeline crossing Tuffields Road. It was confirmed that land was being reinstated mid-May.
Finance 
Invoices for payment.
SCC £468 (traffic survey)
McGregor Services £336 (grass cutting)
Di Rix £105.26 (extender post) 
The PC had received £10,500 precept. The Clerk presented the annual accounts. The PC had gross income of £11,749 and gross expenditure of £12,538 for the year 202/25. As the PC’s income and expenditure had not exceeded £25,000 in 24/25 it could declare itself exempt from full audit. Cllr. Corcoran and the Clerk signed the exemption certificate. The Clerk would send it to PKF Littlejohn. Cllr. Corcoran read out and completed the Annual Governance Statement. It was agreed sound measures were in place for internal control. It was signed by Cllr. Corcoran and the Clerk. The Internal Audit, Governance Statement and Accounting Statements would be published on the village website before July 1st. The Clerk would take the accounts to Ian Lambert for internal audit. It was proposed by Cllr. Nutt and seconded by Cllr. Aitkens that the April bank reconciliation was correct, and the invoices be paid. She urged councillors to complete applications to become bank signatories. Cllr. Corcoran and the Clerk had risk assessed the PC’s assets. The war memorial and bus shelter had been cleaned, benches at the community centre were going to be re-stained, Cllr. Aitkens would look to reinstate the village sign, and the noticeboard was being replaced. Clerk to ask Matthew Fox whether the bollards on the left coming into the village from BSE could be removed/what purpose they serve. Cllr. Corcoran to count how many 30mph repeater signs needed touching up. 

Bank balance to end April 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£16,128.66

	Savings account
	£7,716.25

	Total
	£23,844.91



Theo Cutting Field
Details of the Overage had been received. The term was for 25 years, and the value was 25% of the increased value of the land if planning consent for housing or similar was ever granted on each of the four parcels of land donated. On the advice of SALC, the Clerk had approached Community Action Suffolk (CAS) about finding a surveyor to do a Designated Adviser’s Report but had heard nothing. CAS offered a discounted rate with Birketts. She had also asked them about setting up a Charitable Trust. 
Proposed Solar Farm
River Linnet Solar had confirmed to Cllr. Corcoran that they were in the process of putting together their planning application. That would have a Screening Opinion request which would formally ask the views of WS Council as to whether the project should be subject to an environmental impact assessment. They expected to submit the application in late May. Validation by WS Council could take two weeks. Once validated the consultation period would be 21 days, but feedback would be accepted up until determination. After validation, the company would write to residents and councillors to outline how the scheme had evolved in response to feedback. They were currently preparing photomontages of how the proposed development would look after a few years. They would also be happy to arrange a follow up meeting with the parish councillors once the planning application had been submitted. Cllr. Pugh had contacted the planning officer who would deal with the application. She would be on holiday until May 27th so little would happen before June. The project would be classed as a Major Infrastructure Project which would give WS Council 13 weeks to determine it. She said it would not benefit from a permission of 5 years if granted but the normal 3 years to start building it. Councillors were reminded to refer to their Councillor Code of Conduct which expected them to act and make decisions impartially, fairly and based on evidence without bias or discrimination and to go to meetings with open minds. 
Footpaths and Byways
The Doughnut Boys had cleared stumps on Footpath 8 as requested by a resident. Cllr. Skeels to speak to Ian Lambert about a low-lying tree branch. 
Whepstead Community Association Report 
There were many events taking place over the summer. The tractor rally on Sunday was expected to attract over 80 tractors. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked Cllr. Aitkens for organising speakers to the VE Day event. Agreed that two people who attended wearing political rosettes was totally inappropriate. Clerk to ask people not to post on the WhatsApp group after 10pm unless it was urgent.  
Any Other Business 
Sign for Tractor Rally at the Rectory Road junction was dangerous for drivers. 

The meeting closed at 8.55pm





Signed………………………………Date……………………



