Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Thursday December 15th at 7pm 2022
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
A Walsh - AW
							G Corcoran - GC
							G Merrett - GM 
							K Richmond - KR
		Members of the Public		S Bonney - SB
							S Nutt - SN 
		District Councillor 			S Pugh – SP
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Stanley Durrant and Andrew Maddever
Declarations of Interest
None 
Public Forum (Cllr NA brought forward agenda items 5 and 11)
SB said that the ANPR camera had arrived in the village but hadn’t been located where he had hoped on Brockley Road and speeding drivers caught by the camera would only receive a warning letter, not a fine. The CSW team would not be out while the camera was in the village. DR said that Matthew Fox would be coming early in the new year to discuss traffic calming measures. There was a debate about the effectiveness in reducing speeding of white lines in the middle or the edge of roads. Cllr NA was grateful to the Maddevers who had cut back overgrowth at the bottom of Fern Hill, which had revealed concrete posts put in by the council in the 1960s. Visibility was much improved for walkers and drivers as a result. SB said the community speed watch team had 6 members but without more support he would fold it. The abuse received was disheartening. On a different note, SB said that the drains at the bottom of Fern Hill were blocked. DR to speak to Cllr KS. 
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr SP - who provided Locality Budget funds for a new dog waste bin - asked that when it is erected, could she have a photo taken of her next to it. DR to remind Cllr NA to speak to Cllr AM about it. She said that WS Council had agreed 100% Council Tax rebate support for vulnerable families. Elsewhere Band D residents would see a 58p increase in their Council Tax for 23/24. Councillor allowances would remain the same until a remuneration review for 23/24. Over 3,000 Local Plan responses were being analysed after which the plan will be sent to the Government Inspectorate for approval next Spring. A new ‘Community Catalysts’ project has launched to help those doing casual work formally set up their own businesses. DR to share information with villagers. SP apologised but she will miss Whepstead PC’s next meeting on January 11th. 
Land in Whepstead (Cllr NA brought forward agenda item 17)
Cllr NA said that he and Steve Nutt had visited Hartest Community Wood which was planted 22 years ago for the millennium, but since responsibility for it had been handed to the Woodland Trust. He detailed the complications for the village of retaining responsibility for a wood like insurance, health & safety, volunteers using chainsaws etc. SN to speak to the Woodland Trust to see if it would be keen to take over responsibility for the planned woodland on Mr Cutting’s land, though that wouldn’t be necessary for at least 10 years. The main issue would be public liability with a public footpath running through the land. Cllr GM asked if a covenant could be put on the land so that no developments were built on it. Both SN and Cllr NA agreed that this would be very difficult to enforce. They planned to have another meeting with Mr Cutting soon. On December 11th, 12 volunteers had planted 118 trees along the path running through the field now owned by the Saunders. Another 435 trees had been ordered and it was hoped there would be one for every person in the village. A substantial oak had been planted in memory of Mark Wray on the field he owned before selling to the Saunders and another will be planted on January 21st to commemorate the Queen’s 70 years on the throne. It will coincide with the party to thank villagers who contributed to the roof fund. SN to discuss whether the rector needs to be involved. Around 50 trees had also been planted at the lower end of Mr Cutting’s field and on Emily Rose’s land in Tuffields Road. DR to contact UK PowerNetworks about the proximity of trees (planted by the PC years ago) to the power cables. 
County Councillor Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr KS did not attend.
Planning Applications 
None 
Minutes of the Meetings held on November 2nd 
It was proposed by Cllr. GM and seconded by Cllr. AW that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meeting
None
Clerk’s Report 
DR mentioned the installation of EV charging at the community centre. All agreed that first the PC needs to support wi-fi installation at the Community Centre. DR to ask SALC if they know of any other villages’ experience and Cllr. KR to let the WCA know that the PC would like to support this. Necessary band width to be discussed further. All agreed on March 12th at 10am for next year’s Litter Pick. Cllr GC said we need to wait on further advice regarding the need for photoID in order to vote in the May elections. DR said that PC’s were encouraged to implement new pay scales backdated to April 2022 for the clerk. All agreed on the £1 an hour rise.
Finance 
There was one invoice for payment:
WCA Hall Hire £20
Since the last meeting, DR had sought councillors’ permission to send cheques to Suffolk Ceilings £16,492.68 and Steve Nutt £20. She had received two VAT refunds for £719.54 and £2,872.72. The same auditor, PKF Littlejohn, has been appointed to carry out the PC’s external audit next year. Because the PC had taken receipt of s.106 monies of £13,743.90, it would probably incur an audit fee as its income would be over £25,000. DR to contact Ben Smith at WS Council about possible election recharge expenses. The tax base had been agreed since our last meeting, which means that if the PC wants to ask for the same precept as last year, villagers’ costs towards running the PC will rise by £1.11, a 2.6% rise. Draft precept to be agreed at the January 11th meeting. It was proposed by Cllr GM and seconded by Cllr AW that the bank reconciliations for October and November were correct and that the cheque be signed.


 
Bank balance to end October 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£20,258.78

	Savings account
	£10,459.49

	Total
	£30,718.27

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£30,718.27


Bank balance to end November 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£7,200.77

	Savings account
	£10, 460.61

	Total
	£17,661.38

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£17,661.38



Footpaths and Highways
With the recent ice on the roads, Cllr. KR said it would be nice if the council gritted beyond William Flack Place on Rectory Road. Thanks to the Maddevers visibility at the bottom of Fern Hill was much improved.  
Emergency Plan
Cllr. NA suggested that the PC ask for villagers’ support at the APM in May to purchase a lifting aid and that we should ask the ambulance service for training in its use. Cllr. KR said she could demonstrate how to use it. DR to ask SALC about a disclaimer that we could use to absolve the PC of any liability in its use. Cllr. NA had spoken to Derrick King about generators.  
SALC Report
Cllr. GC had been heartened by WS Council’s concern for ‘at risk’ groups during the cost-of-living crisis and the measures it was taking to alleviate suffering. He said photo ID would be necessary for voting at the local elections in May, but he would await clarification on that.  DR to check for potential election recharge expenses next year. DR confirmed that Whepstead is one of only 27 (out of 88) parishes to have submitted an Emergency Plan. DR to try and find out if there is a gritting schedule that could be published on the WhatsApp group.
Whepstead Community Association
Cllr KR said that although the footfall had been lower, the Xmas Fayre had been more profitable and the stallholders happier than last year. It raised £929. Reroofing the community centre had incurred a £700 overspend. The fireworks night had been a great success though the committee was talking about how it could be revamped as some games made just 50p. There will be a celebration for those who contributed to the Roof Fun on Jan 21st, a coffee morning on Feb 11th, a jumble sale in March and a celebration for King Charles’ coronation on May 6th.   
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business 
None
The meeting closed at 20.50 pm
Signed………………………………..Dated……………



