Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday August 16th at 7pm 2023
Attendees	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
N Aitkens
							G Merrett
							A Walsh
							K Richmond 
		Clerk 			  		D Rix
		Member of the Public			Jill Harper
Dean and Karen Harris
John and Sue Richmond
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Karen Soons, Sarah Pugh and Andrew Maddever
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report
None
County Councillor Report
None 
Public Forum 
Mrs Richmond complained that the footpath from the A143 to Lark Wood was so overgrown that it was virtually impossible to walk. After a field full of horses, there was a very overgrown gate with an item of ancient machinery creating an obstacle on the route and then nettles. The clerk to ask James Pickerin, the footpath officer, to walk the route. Cllrs. Merrett and Walsh happy to go with him. The clerk to write to Mr Cantillon asking him to clear the path and make sure his dogs are not loose on the path. Mr Richmond asked for a solid white line in the middle of the dip on Fern Hill to be reinstated. Twice he had almost been driven off the road by someone driving on his side of the road. The clerk to speak to Matthew Fox. 
Planning Applications 
DC/23/1016/FUL – Land West of Rede Road
a. one stable block, equine office, horse walker, lunging ring b. one dwelling to accommodate stud manager c. access road and associated landscaping. Mr & Mrs Harris who own Lark Wood which runs adjacent to the track of the proposed development currently have a thriving camping business on Rede Road and many of their customers use the wood to wild camp. Any new development next to it would put an end to that. They were also concerned about light pollution, noise, where waste would go, and the scale of the development. Was a four bedroomed house necessary for staff accommodation? Councillors also felt it would be an overdevelopment of a rural site adjacent to ancient woodland. Was there not an argument for a temporary/mobile home to be erected until the business had proved itself to be successful? They felt the application was like one at Pattles Grove Stud where permission was granted for staff housing, then shortly after it was built the stud closed. They voted not to support the application.   
DC/23/1103/HH – Willow Dene, Rede Road
Front single storey extension
Councillors voted to support the application. The clerk to report decisions.
Minutes of the Meeting held on July 5th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Corcoran that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
Cllr. Corcoran said he and Cllr. Richmond would try and set up a meeting with the WCA to discuss installing wi-fi at the community centre and then an EV charger. Without them on board it wouldn’t happen. He said there were a number of EV charging deals on offer. The one with Plug-in Suffolk was for seven years and then the PC would take ownership of it. Cllr. Richmond said a fibre connection offering 70 megabit broadband would cost around £50 to install and then 24.99 a month for a 24-month contract with Plusnet. The clerk to look into grants. It was muted that the cost could be shared equally by the PC and WCA. Cllr. Corcoran was aware of at least one community hall booker who wouldn’t use Whepstead because it had no wi-fi. Cllr. Aitkens suggested savings could be made by reducing the number of cuts on the playing field now the cricket club had stopped. The clerk to speak to Vertas. Cllr. Aitkens had spoken to Sean Padmore regarding the Titans Youth Club. He had five helpers and felt everything was going well. The clerk had forwarded a locality budget form from Cllr. Soons. Cllr. Richmond was aware of a scheme that allowed DBS updates for £12 a year. The clerk to forward details of a cheap DBS provider to Sean Padmore and mention signing up to the update scheme. 
Clerk’s Report
The clerk had thanked Highways for their work on the B1066 and had delivered a Welcome Pack to a new villager. There was not a stretcher at the community centre and as things stand Sue Perkins said there was very little room for an emergency equipment area. The clerk to add this to the agenda for the meeting with the WCA. The clerk to apply for the loan of a thermal imaging camera that can be used by homeowners as well as community groups before the August 21st deadline. Cllr. Corcoran would be happy to take responsibility for it. Cllr. Merrett apologised that he was unable to make a planning training course and unable to watch a recording of it afterwards. Cllr. Aitkens to submit an updated ROI form to Democratic Services at West Suffolk Council. 
Finance 
There were three invoices for payment:
SALC - £22.80 (overdue March bill)
Zurich - £327 insurance renewal (Sep 30th)
Citizen’s Advice - £100
Cllr. Aitkens proposed and it was agreed by Cllr. Walsh that the bank reconciliations for the end of June and July were correct and that the cheques be signed. 
Bank balance to end June 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£10,876.60

	Savings account
	£10,497.01

	Total
	£21,373.61

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,373.61



Bank balance to end July 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,682.92

	Savings account
	£10,504.14

	Total
	£19,187.06

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£19,187.06


The clerk had completed a redeclaration of compliance with the Pensions Regulator. Councillors agreed to the insurance renewal premium of £327 (the same as last year) with Zurich. The clerk had had ongoing queries from the external auditor regarding the internal auditor’s submission but hoped that she had satisfied them with her answers.
New Pumping Station
Polly Williams from Anglian Water had confirmed on July 5th that new macerators and pumps would be in place at the bottom of Church Hill by August 25th. 
Co-Option of a Councillor
The clerk to continue to advertise that we need another councillor. She urged councillors to speak to villagers. 
Community Speed Watch
Cllr. Corcoran said that the process for applying for white gates in the village was £150 irrespective of the amount of street furniture we might want. He said that the plastic gates had to be 50cm from the edge of the carriageway. He proposed that the total cost could be in the region of £1,000 and asked for support – given by Cllrs. Richmond and Walsh – to submit an application for gates at both ends of the B1066.
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Aitkens said there had been more complaints about the footpath that ran next to Whepstead Manor. The clerk to speak to David Till again. He was shocked that the B1066 had been closed while the bank on Fern Hill had been strimmed from the footpath. The clerk to report a hole in the white line in the dip of Fern Hill and to ask Cllr. Soons why the broadband wire has been lying on the ground in Sharp’s Lane for at least two months and mention the bent sign at the bottom of Harram Bottom. She would speak to Sue Lawrence who had cut only part of her roadside hedge making much of the pavement still inaccessible to those with wheelchairs and pushchairs. Cllrs. Merrett and Walsh said it was only a matter of time before there was a head-on collision at the Threeways junction of OSR and Rede Road. Everyone to report that the hedge there needs cutting back. All agreed that the fly tipping incident had been dealt with very effectively by villagers on the WhatsApp group.
SALC Report 
None
Whepstead Community Association Report
Amy Ford had joined the WCA committee.
Correspondence
The clerk had received a request for funding from Citizen’s Advice. The PC agreed to send a cheque for £100.
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business 

The meeting closed at 20.20 pm



Signed………………………………..Dated……………



