Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday July 17th 2024 at 7pm





Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							N Aitkens 
G Merrett
							L Sergent
Member of the Public 					S Nutt
Clerk 			  				D Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
District Cllr. Pugh; Cllr. Maddever 
Declarations of Interest
None
Co-Option of a Councillor (Cllr. Corcoran brought forward agenda item 12)
On June 17th Andrea Walsh had resigned from the PC with immediate effect to pursue a volunteering role in a local school. The Clerk apologised that at the last meeting she had not carried out the new councillor recruitment process correctly. She had to advertise the vacancy for Cllr. Walsh’s seat first and only when she hadn’t received a request from 10 or more local electors for the holding of an election (before July 11th) could the PC fill it by co-option. As the deadline for that had now passed, the PC was able to co-opt Steve Nutt formally on to the PC. The Clerk handed him a folder containing all relevant information including the model standing orders, financial regulations, code of conduct, meeting dates and councillor training dates.  Everyone welcomed Cllr. Nutt on to the PC. Cllr. Sergent handed the Clerk his Register of Members’ Interests form and Declaration of Acceptance of Office form. Cllr. Nutt would complete them before the next meeting. The Clerk would continue to advertise for someone to fill the seventh seat on the PC and at the next meeting would need to appoint a vice chair and footpath rep.
District Councillor’s Report
None
County Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Public Forum
None
Planning Application
DC/24/0813/TCA – St. Petronilla’s Church
Councillors had no issues with the application DC/24/0813/TCA to reduce the height of 14 Irish fastigated Yews to 1.5m and fell a Sycamore.  


Minutes of the Meetings held on June 12th  
It was proposed by Cllr. Corcoran and seconded by Cllr. Aitkens that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the June 12th Meeting
None 
Clerk’s Report 
None
Finance 
There were four invoices for payment. 
Vertas £672.72
Clerk Fees Apr-Jun £1,304.08
Clerk Exes Apr-Jun £307.26
Clerk Tax HMRC £14.60

It was agreed that the bank reconciliation for June was correct and Cllr. Corcoran signed it.

Bank balance to end June 2024

	Balance in Treasurer0s Account
	£10,404.25

	Savings account
	£10,623.68

	Total
	£21,027.93

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,027.93



Memorial for War Dead
Cllr. Aitkens felt it was important that the stories of those who survived WW2 were recognised. He said next year would be 80 years since the end of  WW2 and he wondered whether we could do some research finding out about those who lived in Whepstead before the war and came back here after it. He was aware that Fred Hardy was evacuated at Dunkirk then went to Africa via Egypt and Sicily then on up through Italy claiming to have seen Mussolini hanging from a lamppost. The mother of someone Cllr. Aitkens had been to school with had only learnt late in life that his father had been a Dakota pilot who had got together with his mother, a nurse, when she travelled on the transport planes bringing back the sick and wounded. It was felt this should be documented on the website’s History Page. Cllr. Aitkens would try and identify family contacts with Stanley Durrant.  
Community Speed Watch 
Cllr. Corcoran read out the results of the ANPR camera being in the village June 17th - 24th. Just under 2,000 vehicles had been photographed, 1,382 had travelled at 30-34mph, 584 at 35mph+, 101 over 40mph and none over 50mph. The fastest recorded speed had been 49mph. 
He suggested asking if the 30mph zone could be pushed back nearer to Tuffields Road at the Brockley end of the village. Clerk to investigate. If we wanted to have tactile edging points on the road at that end of the village, Matthew Fox said we would first need a speed survey costing in the region of £500. After this had been done, he would be happy to come and look at the proposed location. If he supported them, he estimated edge markings and new 30mph roundels would cost around £2,000. 
The Clerk had asked Highways if we could construct our own white gates and they confirmed that as long as they conformed to a specific design and the drawings were approved our street furniture licence would remain valid. Cllr. Maddever had not passed on a quote for white gates from Fram Farmers. A picket fence panel H1200mm x W1800mm would cost £33.07 at Clarke’s of Walsham. 
Footpaths and Highways
Despite complaining twice that the broadband cable was sitting in the ditch at Harram Bottom and being told that it would be fixed in February and then ‘soon’, the whole village had lost internet connection on July 5th. No one was sure whether it had yet been fixed properly. Cllr. Aitkens to ask Cllr. Maddever. Cllr. Corcoran had sent out a few letters asking residents to cut back their hedges. He would speak to the owner of the Willows tomorrow. He had spoken to David Till about cutting the footpath hedge next to his property. 
Cllr. Aitkens commented that the contractor cutting the verge on Tuffields Road had done a much better job than the one on the B1066 and suggested the PC should write and let the SCC know. Cllr. Sergent said the Pages Hill Road junction with the B1066 was dangerously overgrown and a blind spot. Clerk suggested that everyone report it on the reporting tool. Suggesting it was dangerous would make it more likely to be fixed quickly. Cllr. Aitkens asked that the PC should have a Councillor designated to speak to the person who marks up potholes on the road in the village. Clerk to ask Cllr. Soons for a contact number. Cllr. Aitkens also commented that Anglian Water had unnecessarily blocked Rede Road for a week, which had created enormous problems for people, especially a carer travelling between homes on Rectory Road and Rede Road daily. Clerk to speak to Cllr. Soons about it, as it is Highways that allow works to take place. Cllr. Soons had confirmed that she would fund a new road sign at Rectory Road junction with the B1066. The Clerk would also suggest Highways use what3words to notify people where a road block is. Cllr. Aitkens would also like Highways to look at widening the footpath on Rectory Road as pushchairs struggled to stay on them. The Clerk had asked Jamie Murrow and Stuart Bradnam to quote for cutting back the trees by half on Straight Road but had not heard back. Cllr. Nutt wanted a map of Theo Cutting’s field in A4 ahead of any villager consultation on what they would like to see there.  Cllr. Aitkens suggested Cllr. Nutt investigate any grants that might be available for fencing around the land. Cllr. Nutt to produce a tree plan that could be sent to villagers to comment on. He also urged councillors to put forward ideas of what they would like to see on the land. Lawshall and Hartest both had community woodlands that could be worth visiting for ideas.  

Whepstead Community Association Report  
The fete had raised £2,000 which was great bearing in mind the bad weather. The WCA wanted to update the committee room but plans to move the astronomy club’s stuff into a container had been shelved. The committee now wanted to tidy up the storeroom at the back of the community centre and get rid of the staging there. They also wanted to update the coin operated heating (so heating would be included in hall hire in future) buy a card reader, so people didn’t always have to pay cash and they were talking about having a drinks licence. A swing in the play area had been condemned so the WCA was going back to the play area manufacturer as there was still a year left on the warranty. The tapestry was unpopular with some younger members of the WCA committee. So it may be moved to somewhere else in the hall.   
Correspondence – Theo Cutting Solicitor
The Clerk had not received a reply to her letter of June 17th in which she confirmed that the PC would be willing to accept the gift of land out of Mr Cutting’s estate. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. GC thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8pm



Signed………………………………..Dated……………




