


Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday March 22nd at 7pm 2023
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
A Walsh - AW
							G Corcoran - GC
							G Merrett – GM
							K Richmond 
		District Councillor 			S Pugh - SP 
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR
		Members of the Public		Mrs S Merrett
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17/59

19/60

20/61

	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Stanley Durrant, Andrew Maddever, and Karen Soons
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Pugh said this would be her last meeting, but councillors could contact her until the elections on May 4th. The PC thanked Cllr. Pugh for her offer of £500 Locality Budget funding for the King’s coronation celebrations on May 7th. DR to submit an application form by 12pm tomorrow. DR had contacted Brockley PC and the Coffee Caravan and was waiting to hear back.
County Councillor Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
None
Public Forum 
Mrs Merrett asked about the painting of the village sign ahead of the King’s Coronation. Cllr. NA said he and the clerk would be carrying out a risk assessment of the PC’s assets soon and would take look at it and speak to Steve Nutt who had mentioned painting it.
Planning Application 
DC/23/0309/ELEC – Whepstead Hall
Councillors had no objection to the application to put the overhead cables at Whepstead Hall underground. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on February 8th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. AW and seconded by Cllr. GM that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
Cllr. KR said that there was a lot of enthusiasm for the new Titan youth club. Sean and Natalie were in the process of applying for new DBS certificates as their existing ones weren’t relevant. The defunct Hips n’ Haws Club had donated money left over in its bank account to both the youth club and Community Centre. DR to remind Sean about getting an up-to-date insurance quote. Regarding the successful Litter Pick on March 12th – over 30 villagers attended – Cllr. NA said that more support was needed in picking up rubbish. Cllr. GC suggested better coordination of pickers. Using maps and having everyone’s mobile phone numbers would have been useful. It is believed that a new speed limit will be imposed on the A143 following the recent fatality. Sadly, the Cricket Club will be folding as it can’t raise a team. DR to find out whether the grass cutting contractors will need to carry out so many cuts.
Clerk’s Report 
Alan Perkins had asked for the Scythe mower invoice as the Doughnut gang were thinking of selling it because none of the members had a tow bar to carry it. Cllr. GC, said he had a tow bar and was planning to join the group after Easter. He and Cllr. NA to speak to Alan.  DR to talk to printers about producing a new ‘Whepstead Welcome’ folder. DR to deliver a welcome pack to the Living family at Stonecross Green and to let the WCA know that the PC is happy to fund a coronation coin for 51 under 16s in the village. DR to accept Vertas’ grass cutting quote for the year starting April 1, which has gone up from £1,820.16 to £2,038.56 + VAT a rise of £218.40. Ian Lambert has kindly agreed to internally audit the PC’s accounts again and Cllr. GM confirmed that he had provided Di Howe with bin liners for the dog waste bin. 
Finance 
There were four invoices for payment:
SLHC - £15
Clerk’s fees Jan-Mar £1,230.32
Clerk’s exes Jan-Mar £233.77
Clerk’s tax Jan-Mar £25.20
DR said that she and Cllr. NA must risk assess the PC’s assets before the year end. It was proposed by Cllr. GM and seconded by Cllr. GC that the bank reconciliation for the end of February was correct and the cheques be signed. 

Bank balance to end February 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£4,308.89

	Savings account
	£10,473

	Total
	£14,781.69

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,781.69




Annual Parish Meeting – April 14th 
DR to warn our speakers from Anglian Water about the issue of raw sewage running from the pumping station at the bottom of Church Hill into the River Lark and also about leaving their detritus on the sides of the roads long after they have completed work in the village. Cllr. KR gave a brilliant demonstration of a lifting cushion which Cllr. NA asked her to repeat at the APM when he will urge villagers to fund one. Councillors to help set up the hall from 6pm. DR to organise refreshments and invite various clubs, including Astronomy, the new Youth Club and Wildlife Group to come and speak. Cllr NA to check if Gillian has the screen.
Parish Council Elections – May 4th
DR circulated nomination papers and reminded councillors they would have to submit them to WS House by hand before 4pm on April 4th. She would send out reminders to councillors nearer the deadline and could provide elector numbers. DR had put links on the village WhatsApp group and website encouraging new councillors to come forward. The Election Notice was also on the noticeboard and on the website. She would deliver a nomination pack to Steve Nutt. 
CSW
DR to recirculate information from Highways Community Liaison Officer, Matthew Fox, about possible traffic calming measures. The ANPR camera would not now be in the village April 3-10 as it has been vandalised. 
Footpaths and Highways - Rabbits
Long-standing villager Kevin Frost had contacted the PC regarding an out-of-control  wild rabbit problem in Rede Road which he felt was due to a lack of ditch clearing. Cllr. NA to visit him. 
SALC Report
Cllr. GC had attended a recent meeting but felt there was little of relevance for Whepstead.  
Whepstead Community Association Report
Cllr. KR said that over £400 was made at the recent Jumble Sale. A new Whepstead@btinternet.com had been set up. It was questioned why there was an afternoon tea party taking place two weeks before the King’s coronation celebrations. There is a leak in the new roof above the kitchen. 
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 20.30 pm




Signed………………………………..Dated……………






