Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday April 23rd 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens (Chair)
 					S Nutt
					A Maddever
					G Merrett
Member of the Public 			Jeff Pyne
Clerk 			 		D Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
Cllrs. Corcoran, Skeels and Sergent
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever agenda item 13
Planning Applications 
DC/25/0144/HH – Whepstead Manor 
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Merrett that the application for a four bay car port at Whepstead Manor be supported. All agreed. 
DC/25/0474/FUL – Land north of Rede Road – self-build dwelling
The application was understood to be a Class Q conversion of an agricultural building. It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Merrett that the application for a self-build dwelling in a wood be supported.
Regarding the operator licence application at Vincent’s Farm, SCC said that this location was vastly better (closer access to a B road) than the current location in Golden Lane and urged residents who can complain to push for a ‘left turn only’ enforcement to protect the villages of Rede and Whepstead. Clerk to ask Matthew Fox to look at the poor condition of Tuffields Road due to the straw and cattle lorries. 
Public Forum (Cllr. Aitkens returned to agenda item 3)
The clerk had circulated an email from Jeff Pyne ahead of the meeting.  He wanted a big tidy up of the village. Regarding a taller post for the duck warning sign to go on, Matthew Fox had suggested the PC purchase a post extender (cost generally £75-£95) and fit it themselves. It would be cheaper than SCC contractors. Regarding rusted posts holding ‘non-mandatory’ signs, the SCC currently had 800 sites requiring new posts, but funding allowed them to replace only 170 a year. If in danger of falling, they would simply be removed/made safe. Mandatory signs would be replaced on a reactive basis. Regarding the missing road signs at the Rectory Road/B1066 junction – funded by Cllr. Soons - he would try and establish a delivery date. The Clerk had ordered a new clip for the duck sign. Mr Pyne wanted faded 30mph repeater road signs and bollards on the verge entering the village replaced. He believed they cost around £30 on Amazon. He suggested spray painting some grey posts, a 30mph roundel on the entry to the village from Brockley and on Fern Hill and clearing the path from the community centre to Hill Farm and the path up Fern Hill. Cllr. Nutt said the Doughnut Boys regularly cut this path. He would like to see a new noticeboard and the play area fencing repainted. Both were in hand. Re-staining benches on the community centre field would be done by Doughnut Gang. The Clerk suggested the Litter Picking Day could be extended to include a tidy up of the whole village. Clerk to draw up a list of what the PC could buy and what could be done in-house. Mr Pyne had bought an extendable litter picker.
Minutes of the Meeting held on March 12th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Merrett that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the March 12th meeting. 
None
Clerk’s Report 
Vertas had insisted a six month notice period should have given before ending the grass cutting contract. The Clerk would continue to argue that Vertas had not fulfilled its side of the contract in overcharging us. Clerk to ask a solicitor if the PC had grounds for complaint. She had organised a sticker for the new bin at the community centre. 
Finance 
Invoices for payment. 
Vertas £259.44(outstanding invoice and overcharge)
Mark Lebbon £490 (path clearing)
SALC £257.89 (annual subs)
SALC £39.60 (SN Cllr. training)
SALC £79.60 (VS Cllr. training)
SALC £22.80 (6 mths payroll)
Jeff Pyne £18.99 (cleaning products)
Clerk £1,419.20 (3 months pay)
Clerk £135.74 (3 months exes)
Start Safety $4.70 (duck sign clip)
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the March bank reconciliation was correct, and the invoices be paid.

Bank balance to end March 2024

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£2,632.91

	Savings account
	£10,707.45

	Total
	£13,340.36



Cllr. Aitkens asked that when the ANPR camera was put up next, could it be at the Brockley end of the village, so that we could compare results with what our speed survey said speeds were entering the village. 

Theo Cutting Field (Cllr. Aitkens brought forward to agenda item 9)
Clerk said the feedback about what people would like on the field had been great. She would collate it and share with councillors later in the year. She had spoken to Adrian Wilson about a Designated Adviser’s Report which would be required for the PC - acting as a Charitable Trust - to deal with the overage. He was sure someone at Savill’s could help. SALC had suggested CAS and had a member rate with Birketts. Clerk to chase the solicitor for overage details. 
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business 
Thelma Quince would like to join the PC at the next meeting. Regarding a lighting of the Beacon for Thursday May 8th VE Day celebrations, Cllr. Aitkens had done some research into residents who had returned from the war, some of which he circulated. Cllr. Corcoran thought the WCA would buy the food and drinks which the PC would fund. A £200 budget agreed for this. Suggested Di Howe might circulate an email to villagers letting them know timings. The beacon would be lit. No bell ringers were available but 1940s music could be played. Clerk had been asked if there could be a separate WhatsApp group for selling items. Agreed to keep it to one but Clerk to remind group members to private message one another. 
MP Meeting re: Solar Farm (Cllr. Maddever declared an interest and left the room. Cllr. Aitkens returned to agenda item 9)
Before leaving Cllr. Maddever said we would be happy to answer questions from two or three people but not a room full of people at a village meeting. He wanted to be open with everyone. Cllr. Nutt said around 10 people from Whepstead had attended the meeting in Haverhill with MP Nick Timothy. A few Hawstead residents also attended. They felt very strongly that the PC should do something to facilitate those villagers against the solar farm forming a group. Nick Timothy had suggested a house-to-house questionnaire for villagers to complete. Cllr. Pugh also felt a petition was required urgently. Cllr. Aitkens said it would make sense to involve Horringer. Hawstead said it would like to be involved. Felt 12/15 properties would be impacted visually plus everyone travelling on the B1066. Lack of understanding why Brockley and Hawstead – as well as Whepstead and Hawstead - would benefit financially from the solar farm. Cllr. Nutt would speak to Cllr. Corcoran on his return and decide whether to call a public meeting to enable villagers to form a group.
 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm



Signed………………………………Date……………………



