Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday November 3rd at 7pm
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
L Smith - LS
							G Merrett - GM 
							A Walsh – AW
G Corcoran - GC 
		District Councillor 		S Pugh – SP
		Member of the Public 		S Nutt - SN
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Karen Soons, Stanley Durrant and Terry Smith 
Declarations of Interest
None
Public Forum (Cllr NA brought forward agenda item 5)
Cllr NA thanked SN for attending and agreeing to be the village tree warden. Both had been involved in a walk with Theo Cutting the previous Saturday and had talked about planting trees on his land. SN said he had a number of saplings available having set up a nursery a few years ago. He suggested the PC mention the Queen’s Canopy in the newsletter. All agreed it would be nice to have a copse or small wood that could be dedicated to the Queen for her platinum jubilee. It would also fit in with the green agenda. SN and DR to liaise. Cllr NA keen to establish who will be responsible for the maintenance of the trees. SN said to direct him and let him know what the PC’s strategy is. He would also speak to Sue Perkins about land at the community centre and the WCA’s involvement. NA suggested getting together a list of key landowners. DR to pass on tree funding/supply initiatives and to add Trees as an agenda item next month. NA said it would be important for the PC to provide any training SN required.    
District Councillor’s Report 
Suffolk has been awarded extra resources to tackle the rise in Covid cases and provide surge testing etc. SP had provided DR with details of a new solar scheme which she felt the PC should consider given it is getting a new roof and suggested the PC invite Andrew Oswold to explain how the scheme - whereby West Suffolk Solar for Business organises, manages and funds the installation of solar panels and the WCA would pay back the capital through savings made with the new equipment - works. SP said the scheme was proving popular with other community groups and businesses.  Councillors questioned whether it would be better to fund your own panels and have more control over the electricity generated. Another scheme - Solar Together Suffolk - could also prove popular with residents as cost savings are made the more people have solar panels installed at the same time in the same locality. The installation of EV charging points in the village was also mentioned. 
Regarding planning, SP said David Roach would be happy to explain the Local Plan and Sheela site selection to residents but won’t be available until next year.
Suffolk Timber Supplies’ agent now expects a retrospective application to be submitted by mid-November. SP – who has spoken to Rachel Almond (development manager) and Sarah Drane (principal planning officer) at West Suffolk about the village’s concerns - will automatically call the application in. Councillors said STS was making a laughing stock of the whole planning application system. Was STS paying business rates? Would these be applied retrospectively? 
SP had not received an answer to the question as to whether West Suffolk would empty dog waste bins that hadn’t been purchased from the council. Through Cllr GM, SP to help the owners of Nunwick Farm finalise planning for their entrance. 
County Councillor’s Report 
None. DR had not received a response to her question about what Highways was doing to mitigate further flooding at the junction of B1066/A143 and near Brockley cricket ground. 
Planning Applications 
Two appeals in the village - DC/21/1050/HH - at 6 Brockley Road for a detached two bay garage with storage and DC/21/0236/P3QPA - for change of use of an agricultural building to create five dwellings at Dovedon Hall are progressing.
Minutes of the Meetings held on October 7th
It was proposed by Cllr. GC and seconded by Cllr. AW that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meeting
DR had not managed to take photos of all the broken road signs in the village.
Clerk’s Report 
DR had been told delivery of the defibrillator was imminent. DR to let Lee know when it arrives. Havebury had reported that the illegal dog breeding at one of its properties had stopped. There had been a number of puppy litters. They had been assured that there wouldn’t be any more and that the number of dogs at the property would be reduced to two by the end of the year. Discover Suffolk would be giving us more walks leaflets. John Richmond had declined the offer to become the PC’s rep for planning applications. DR had circulated the PC meeting dates for next year and had done some research into lifting aids. Details of a blow up chair (circulated to councillors) cost £1,600. DR to add Emergency Plan to the next agenda. Cllr NA felt the village should have a procedure in place to help villagers who fall. DR to check whether there is a stretcher at the community centre. Councillors discussed asking villagers to donate to some equipment and the possibility of sharing aids with neighbouring villages. 
Finance 
No invoices for payment. Cllr GC proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. GM that the bank reconciliation for the end of September was correct. DR had circulated details of the draft precept for 2022/23 ahead of the meeting. Things to consider included funding for the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, possible legal fees, a rise in clerk’s salary, funding lifting aids etc. The tax base had risen from 217.84 to 224.84 and it had been confirmed that there would be no grant this year. DR to work out what the PC could ask for to keep the payment for the Average Band D property owner at last year’s £42.49.  
Bank balance to end September 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,786.18

	Savings account
	£10,457.39

	Total
	£19,243.57

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£19,243.57



Community Centre Roofing Update
The WCA had received another £500 in donations, the jumble sale had made £365 which meant there was now £59,119 available for funding the new roof. Sue had finished prepping for her first bid and had another three to follow. The structural engineer was due on November 12th.  
Footpaths and Highways
DR to take pictures of a number of road signs (OSR and Rectory Road) lying on the ground and report to the council.
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Cllr LS had reported a nuisance speeding driver in the village to PC Andy Cook of the Haverhill SNT together with the crime number issued when residents of Rede Road reported it earlier to the police. She urged everyone to remain vigilant – especially now the clocks have gone back an hour - as there had been a number of thefts in villages not too far away.  
Community Speed Watch
Police had been in the village monitoring speeding a few days ago.
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr NA was keen to pursue the PC’s purchase of a lifting aid, especially after coming to the aid of a person who had fallen from a horse in Darney Lane. The initial wait time given by the ambulance service was six hours. 
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead
Any Other Business 
None
The meeting closed at 20.30 pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………

	
	


Sarah Pugh Report 
Parish Council Report for Whepstead – 3rd November 2021


1. You may has seen on the local news on the television the night before last that Suffolk has been granted extra national resources to fight the rising number of cases of COVID-19 and this support will include :

•        Extra localised COVID-19 testing, often known as ‘surge testing’
•        Logistical support to maximise vaccine take up and help deliver door knocking campaigns
•        Additional control measures in schools 
•        Communications funding and support
•        Fast tracked escalation of issues through the Government’s emergency response decision making        processes 
 
The move sees Suffolk, alongside Cambridgeshire and Peterborough become an ‘enhanced response area’ (ERA) for up to five weeks as has already been used in other parts of the country to help reduce the rate of COVID-19 transmission within the community.
  
These latest measures do not bring any additional restrictions on people’s movements or actions. It is not like the tiering system that was trialled in England in 2020. Instead, it will boost the county’s ability to raise awareness, tackle outbreaks and encourage people to get vaccinated.

2. 	West Suffolk Council is running a green energy scheme called Solar For Business whereby businesses effectively rent their roof for solar panels and then benefit from the green energy produced. This scheme is open to Village Halls and Community Centres too. For businesses operating in a non-listed building there should be no planning required as it will be part of your 30% extra permitted development. Listed buildings can still apply to join the scheme but you will need planning permission. The survey of the roof is conducted by the Council and the scheme explained in full before anything is signed. Andrew Oswald and Luke Simpkin are the officers responsible for this scheme and I have previously circulated the leaflets. If you need any more help please do not hesitate to ask. 

3.	Cllr David Roach, Porfolio Holder for Planning, has offered to do a presentation to village communities about the next Local Plan so that everyone can understand the process and get involved if that is what they want to do. If you would like me to put your village down on the list I am very happy to do so. I expect this programme of visits to start early 2022.

4.	Are you keen to have an EV point in Whepstead?

5.	Planning – there are two appeals to the Secretary of State in Whepstead at present but no new planning applications that I am aware of.

6.	Suffolk Timber Supplies – I chase regularly. The agent has told the lead officer that one will be submitted by mid-November.

7.	Dog Waste Bins – I have asked the question as to whether the Council will empty waste bins that are sourced from other suppliers and do not have an answer at present. I am also trying to get some dates from the officers about doing a walk to agree the locations for the additional bins.
	

