


Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday October 4th at 7pm 2023
Attendees	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
N Aitkens
							G Merrett
							A Walsh
							A Maddever 
County Councillor			K Soons 		
Clerk 					D Rix
		Members of the Public		John Richmond
							Steve Bonney
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	Apologies for Absence
District Cllr. Pugh and Cllr. Richmond
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
County Councillor Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Aitkens asked Cllr. Soons why an application for an operating license to run five HGV lorries on a ‘C’ class road didn’t come under the jurisdiction of SCC Highways, only the Traffic Commissioner, as it could have a hugely detrimental effect on traffic and the road condition. Cllr. Soons to send the clerk a link to contact West Suffolk Licensing and suggested she ask Cllr. Pugh to make a representation on the PC’s behalf. She agreed with Cllr. Aitkens that the road classification system was not fit for purpose. Complaints were made about blocked drains not being cleared. Cllr. Soons felt it could relate to the imminent end of the current Highways contract with Keir. New contractors would have 40% of their work checked. None is currently inspected. Cllr. Maddever asked about the Fornham by-pass. For the past five years central reservation trees had been hitting lorry wing mirrors, all the gullies were full of overgrowth and rubbish and when the road flooded it was lethal. He questioned whose responsibility it would be if someone was killed there. Cllr. Soons suggested reporting it on the Highways reporting tool and contacting Cllr. Hofensperger whose patch it was on.  Cllr. Corcoran thanked Cllr. Soons who had offered to part fund the cost of wi-fi at the community centre for a year. 
Public Forum/Community Speed Watch
Mr Richmond thanked the clerk for forwarding information from Matthew Fox which said there had never been solid white lines at the bottom of Fern Hill nor enough accidents to justify them. The clerk had reported a dip in the road there which is dangerous for cyclists who have to go into the middle of the road to avoid it.  Cllr. Corcoran thanked Mr Bonney for forwarding VAS stats. Going north – towards Bury – the speeding appeared much worse. He said that the PC had applied for street furniture but hadn’t submitted enough information about the dimensions of the white gates they hoped to install. They would add the Chedburgh Road entrance to the village as the application fee was the same irrespective of the number of items installed. Matthew Fox had also suggested tactile surfacing in a possible four locations. Clerk to ask Matthew Fox to provide pricing for that. Clerk mentioned three firms to ask for quotes Glasdon, JACS and Watt Plastics. Mr Bonney said on September 14th there had been a concerted Suffolk and Norfolk CSW effort which had been successful. In Whepstead, there were only four volunteers. The clerk to advertise for more support. The ANPR camera would be in the village from Oct 23rd to 30th. It was noted that the police had been a few times, one measuring the volume/speed of traffic. 
Planning Applications 
DC/23/1608/TPO – Baptist Chapel, Rectory Road
Councillors voted to support the application to fell two Scots pines and one Thuja.
Councillors discussed a Traffic Commissioner application to run 5 lorries and 2 trailers from Little Meade, Whepstead Road. Councillors were concerned that the C roads in all directions from the property could not sustain such regular HGV traffic. Clerk to report concerns to Cllr. Pugh and ask her to make representations on the PC’s behalf.  
Minutes of the Meeting held on August 12th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. Walsh and seconded by Cllr. Corcoran that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
Cllr. Aitkens mentioned the BT line at the bottom of Harram Hill. Cllr. Maddever had seen a sign suggesting it would be dealt with imminently. The clerk to contact Cllr. Soons regarding the BT line lying on the ground in Sharpe’s Lane for around a year. 
Clerk’s Report
The clerk was waiting for confirmation from Di Howe regarding next year’s meeting dates. She would ask Steve Nutt to provide the PC’s poppy wreath. 
Finance 
There were six invoices for payment:
PKF Littlejohn £252
Election Exes £81.91
Clerk’s Fees (Jun-Sep) £1,210.68
Clerk’s Exes (Jun-Sep) £116.85
CAS webhosting £60
SALC 6 months payroll £22.80
The clerk read out the external auditor’s report which suggested that our reporting met relevant legislation and regulatory requirement. However, it noted that the internal auditor had not provided a conclusion on some internal control objectives in respect of risk assessment, budgeting and income. The clerk believed this information would be irrelevant next year as the PC would be back to simply providing an exemption certificate rather than having a Ltd. Assurance Review. The clerk and Cllr. Corcoran to risk assess the village’s assets before the next meeting. Cllr. Aitkens proposed and it was agreed by Cllr. Maddever that the bank reconciliation for the end of August was correct and that the cheques be signed. The clerk circulated a draft precept for discussion at the November and December meetings and said the PC would be limited by the fact that its insurance was based on the precept being under £10,000. Last year it was £9,560.

Bank balance to end August 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,255.92

	Savings account
	£10,511.91

	Total
	£18,767.83

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£18,767.83



Community Speed Watch
See public forum.
Grass Cutting Changes
The clerk had asked Vertas about reduced cuts and had been told the PC was under contract until April 1. She had spoken to the WCA who seemed happy with fewer cuts but to ask if they knew the cutting schedule. 
Thermal Imaging Camera
Cllr. Corcoran said the PC was being loaned two cameras from Dec 12 to Jan 3. The clerk to invite villagers (via What’s App and the newsletter) to apply to use them before Dec 3rd providing information on whether they used an android or i-phone and dates they were not available. At the end of the project the PC to provide a list of the number and type of properties assessed and say what villagers were considering doing to improve their energy efficiency in the short or long term. No names would be taken. The PC could then provide energy improvement advice leaflets. There would also be community buying programmes if villagers were interested in joining forces to buy insulation etc. Cllr. Corcoran to find out how long people should be allocated the camera. The clerk to come up with a rota. Agreed best used at night when heating is on. 
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Aitkens had been on a site visit with the footpath officer James Pickerin and the Cantillons whose land the A143 footpath ran through. Their agent said that overgrowth had not been cleared because of a badger sett. However, Mr Pickerin had given them authorisation for the vegetation to be cut back. Cllr. Aitkens said well-worn footpaths marked themselves. It was a shame this path wasn’t diverted to connect with others rather than ending at the A143. It was suggested that kissing gates and stiles, rather than two steel gates, would make the footpath more obvious to walkers. The clerk had reported the bent sign at the bottom of Harram Hill and the overgrown hedge at Three Ways. She had been told an enforcement notice had been served to cut it back. The broken drain cover on OSR had been dealt with very quickly.
Whepstead Community Association 
There appeared to be confusion about a meeting with the WCA. Agreed KR should set one up. The WCA would like an agenda and wi-fi information circulated before it. A lack of space for emergency plan (gazebo, wheelchair, foil blankets etc.) gear and information was discussed.
Correspondence
The PC had received a thank you letter from CAB.
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Aitkens asked whether the PC could enquire about the value of carboard and find out if we could have a cardboard ‘bank’ at the community centre. The clerk to ask Cllr. Pugh. 

The meeting closed at 20.45pm





Signed………………………………Dated……………






