Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday July 5th at 7pm 2023
Attendees	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
N Aitkens
							G Merrett
		District Councillor 			S Pugh
		County Councillor			K Soons 
		Clerk 			  		D Rix
		Member of the Public			Alyson Smith
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Andrew Maddever, Kerry Richmond and Andrea Walsh
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Pugh said her Locality budget had been set at £2,800 for the six villages in her ward for the coming year and she had been appointed Shadow Portfolio Holder for Housing and Health; a full member of the Local Plan Working Group and the West Suffolk District Council representative on the Rural Services Network. She apologised that she would be away for the next two meetings. Cllr. Aitkens asked would it be possible to alert villagers (via the WhatsApp group/newsletter) next time an affordable house becomes available. Cllr. Pugh would see if she could use the Parish Network to make people aware. 
County Councillor Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Summarising her report, Cllr. Soons said Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service had a new fire control centre in Suffolk. Councillors thanked her for organising for a fire engine to come to the fete. The children had loved it. A police car had also come to the very successful event. She said Suffolk’s chief fire officer had been awarded a BEM. There was a package of support (£180,000) for prepayment meter customers struggling with energy bills and a new project ‘Arrivals’ would celebrate migration to Suffolk. More than 400 years of historical documents were being digitised thanks to an agreement between SCC and Ancestry. Cllr. Aitkens thanked Cllr. Soons for the painting of the white lines on the B1066. He said it was done at night with minimal disruption. The verges had also been cut well especially at the corner of Gypsy Lane and the B1066. Clerk to thank Highways.
Public Forum 
None
Planning Application 
DC/23/0959/FUL – Land adj. to Dovedon Hall, Chedburgh Road
Councillors voted to support the application for the building of two dwellings and a double garage after demolition of an agricultural building. Clerk to report decision.
Minutes of the Meeting held on May 17th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Corcoran that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
Cllr. Corcoran said that Suffolk Plug-in had been keen to come and speak to the PC about installing a charging point in the car park, but he felt he first needed to speak to the WCA as it would be on their land. He would also speak to Cllr. Richmond about the cost of installing wi-fi and suggested a rise in the precept next year to fund it. Cllr. Aitkens suggested savings could be made by reducing field cuts now the cricket club had finished.  
Clerk’s Report 
As agreed, the clerk had delivered a hamper to Stanley Durrant and had asked neighbouring villages if they would be keen to share a lifting cushion. Brockley wasn’t and Horringer asked for more details which the clerk had provided. Clerk to ask Sue Perkins about a stretcher and to organise an emergency equipment area at the community centre with a stretcher, foil blanket, gazebo etc. The clerk had registered Cllr. Merrett on a planning training course. Cllr. Walsh needed to submit her ROI form to WS Council.  
Finance 
There were four invoices for payment:
Clerk’s fees Jan-Mar £1,277.94
Clerk’s exes Jan-Mar £250.19
Vertas grass cutting £611.57
Anne Robertson (defib expenses) £18.98

Councillors agreed that the bank reconciliations for the end of April and May were correct and that the cheques be signed. 

Bank balance to end April 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£12,567.52

	Savings account
	£10,484.37

	Total
	£23,051.89

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£23,051.89



Bank balance to end May 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£11,738.72

	Savings account
	£10,490.33

	Total
	£22,229.05

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£22,229.05



Youth Club
The Youth Club was attracting large numbers of children. Cllr. Corcoran and Aitkens to ask Sean Padmore what more the PC could do to help. Clerk to send him a locality budget application form to apply for more funding. 
New Pumping Station
The clerk had twice chased Polly Williams at Anglian Water’s Strategic Pipelines about the new pumping station but had not heard back. It is nearly 3 months since the APM when she assured the PC the new station would be in place. 
Co-Option of a Councillor
The clerk to continue to advertise that we need another councillor. 

Community Speed Watch
The clerk had circulated the latest speed figures from Steve Bonney which showed the average speeder travelled at over 35mph and that 56 to 63 per cent of drivers were over the limit. Cllr. Corcoran had attended a 20s plenty campaign briefing which he said was being pushed hard in Suffolk. Speeding feedback from local villages had been interesting. Horringer said that when the SID was up 60% of those travelling between 30-40mph slowed while 20% of those travelling between 45-60mph slowed down. Cllr. Aitkens suggested that perhaps having a 20mph zone at both entrances to the village could work. Cllr. Corcoran to look into it and the rules relating to installing gates at both ends of the village.   The clerk said the ANPR camera would be back in the village on October 9th. 
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Corcoran said the Doughnut Gang had cut lots of footpaths.
SALC Report 
It was noted that SALC’s AGM is on July 19th
Whepstead Community Association Report
None
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Aitkens asked that the WhatsApp group discourages chat before 6am and after 10pm unless there is an emergency. 

The meeting closed at 20.30 pm




Signed………………………………..Dated……………
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