Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday July 6th 2022 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
							G Merrett – GM
							K Richmond - KR
							A Maddever – AM
							A Walsh - AW
		County Councillor			K Soons – KS
		District Councillor 		S Pugh - SP
		Planning Portfolio Holder 	Cllr David Roach -DR
		Assistant				Marie Smith -MS		
Member of the Public 		S Bonney - SB
							D Stratford - DS
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	
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	Apologies for Absence 
Cllrs S Durrant and G Corcoran
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr SP said concerns had been raised by some residents about unregulated building activity in the village which had been passed to the enforcement team. She had also responded to correspondence received by WS Council about a recent planning decision. A recent preservation order was made on trees at the Baptist Chapel. Initial results of the National Census carried out in 2021 have just been released to find out more information on how the population has changed in West Suffolk follow the link: https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censuspopulationchange/E07000245/
Steve Bonney asked the PC and Cllr SP if they were aware of a new Luton flight path/holding area that is operating over the village at around 8,000ft. Apparently it had been approved during lockdown and so received little discussion/debate. SB said it already impacted his enjoyment of the garden and he was concerned that as the number of flights picks up post pandemic the noise will only get worse. Cllr SP to investigate. 
Councillor David Roach – West Suffolk Local Plan (Cllr NA brought forward agenda item 5)
Cllr Roach said that another 15,200 homes were needed in West Suffolk before 2040. The consultation deadline to discuss the WS Local Plan which will determine where these are built is July 26th. DR to organise a meeting ahead of this date to formalise a PC response and to share a link with villagers.  Cllr Roach said that after considering responses, policies will be tweaked with the hope that a final plan will be in place by May next year and by the Autumn, it is hoped the planning inspectorate will make a firm decision on where developments will be built. DR to share a weblink for the consultation documents where villagers can register online. His colleague Marie Smith explained that Policy SP13 or 14 in the document related to Whepstead on local landscape designations as it is in an area of significance. Whepstead is a Type B village which means it has limited facilities and services and so is not of a size that the Council would allocate sites. However, development within the settlement boundary would be acceptable. The Council said it was important (and they would be keen to get feedback) to review the village’s settlement boundaries - which have been in place for 10 years - to check they are still fit for purpose. Cllr. AW asked about how the Shelaa (the Strategic, Housing, and Economic Land Availability Assessment) related to this consultation. MS said it was an evidence-based system that called for landowners to submit available sites for development each year. She explained it is a library of sites and in no way determines planning applications, but what it does do is give an indication of where land could be developed. All the sites in Whepstead would be discounted given it is a Type B village. 
Cllr. GM discussed a site identified as a possible Sheela site on OSR. The PC had given sensible reasons for not liking it, but it was then highlighted blue on Council plans for an employment site. MS said in some cases there can be a few settlement sites in a village and urged the village to have a boundary review. SB had seen that a big development was planned near Westley, possibly for 450 homes and a new hospital, which he felt could impact traffic through Whepstead. MS said that the proposed allocation talks about deliverability and is certainly not a done deal. Cllr NA mentioned that there was lots of mixed ownership there, a bridge, a railway line and a number of landowners with different ideas about what their land is worth.
Regarding increased traffic in the village Cllr NA suggested it could be worth looking at Babergh’s Local Plan as any more development in Glemsford would impact the village more.
Regarding types of build (solar panels, EV charging, heat exchange systems etc.) there is a big question in government as to whether there is a building regulation standard around energy efficient homes or whether it should be part of planning policy. 
Cllr. DR said the Council was trying to stretch targets higher to be carbon neutral and to provide bigger allocations for homes with 40% of any large site set aside for infrastructure like parking, green open space, waste facilities etc. They were trying to encourage developers to not just think about packing as many homes onto a site as possible. 
DS said parking standards seemed antiquated, in only allowing for 1.5 cars per home. These, Cllr DR explained, were set by County Council.
County Councillor’s Report
Cllr. KS’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting. Cllr. NA said verges were being cut this week. DR to remind KS about damage done to bollards on the verge outside the community centre by county council contracted verge cutters.
Public Forum
SB raised the issue of speeding and new figures which show speeding has worsened again. SB reiterated his desire for a footway on the road or white lines painted and was frustrated nothing had been done since it was first requested six years ago. He suggested a cycle path could be the way forward as a possible traffic calming measure, but ideally a footway would be the best for residents. He currently has six CSW recruits and would run a session tomorrow. DR to email Mark Haley who had expressed an interest in joining the CSW team.
Planning Applications
DC/22/0840/HH – Plumton Hall, Chedburgh Road
Councillors voted to support the application for a single storey rear extension with external staircase and rooftop terrace. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on May 4th  
It was proposed by Cllr. GM and seconded by Cllr. KR that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the May meeting
None  
Clerk’s Report 
DR said that she had submitted ‘other registrable interests’ from Cllrs KS and GM under the new Code of Conduct rules and urged others to let her know if they should do so. 
DR had given the WCA a cheque for £250 from Cllr. SP’s Locality Budget for the jubilee celebrations and another £273.60 for commemorative mugs. She had also agreed with Di Howe that she should purchase dog poo bins with £200 funding from Cllr. SP. DR to urge Jeff Pyne and Steve Nutt to speak to Cllr AM about the removal of a dead horse chestnut tree at the entry to the village. DR to register Cllr. KR on new councillor training modules 5 and 6 on the 5th and 12th of October. DR to buy Ian Lambert a bottle of wine for kindly internally auditing the PC accounts. DR to approach Mark Haley who mentioned he would be happy to look at the village website and update it. 
Finance 
There were 5 invoices for payment:
Vertas – grass cutting £546.05
SALC– £124.80
Clerk’s Fees Apr-Jun £1,263.70 (inc. £82.11 backdated pay increase)
Clerk’s tax – HMRC £33.40
Clerk’s expenses Apr-Jun £180.45
It was proposed by Cllr. AM and seconded by Cllr. AW that the bank reconciliations for April and May were correct and that the cheques were signed. DR said she had submitted the annual accounts and the exercise of public rights had begun on June 13th and would last for 30 days. Ian Lambert, the new internal auditor, had had a number of queries, including a request that the PC write a letter explaining its commitment to pay the clerk £30 a month to cover telephone and broadband costs. DR to write the letter for the chairman to sign. She would deal with other matters as they arose.  
Bank balance to end April 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£11,099.54

	Savings account
	£10,458

	Total
	£21,557.54

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,557.54



Bank balance to end May 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£11,003.49

	Savings account
	£10,458

	Total
	£21,461.57

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,461.57



APM, Queen’s Platinum Celebration, Torch Relay debrief
Cllr NA felt the lighting of the beacon had been very well supported and was most enjoyable. The weather had dampened the street party event and the torch relay was perhaps a little disjointed. But happily a number of villagers had turned out for a photo at the village sign. The APM had been well attended. DR to ask Di Howe if she had managed to ask the local policewoman to do a police report for the WhatsApp group. The next coffee morning – which she often attends – is on September 17.
Footpaths and Highways
Cllrs NA and AM had met at Fern Hill and agreed to cut back the hedges on the bend hard in the winter time. Cllr. AW said that the hedge on the Old School Road junction with Three Ways desperately needed cutting back. Cllr. NA to speak to the Amys. DR to mention in the newsletter again that stones and posts within a metre of the road are illegal and that if they cause damage to vehicles the owner is liable. 
SALC Report 
None 
Whepstead Community Association Roofing Update
Cllr. KR said that well over £2,600 had been raised at the fete and that the community centre would close for most of August when the roof would be replaced and electrics would be done. The AGM would be on Sep 23rd. 
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr NA asked the clerk to write to the WCA and congratulate them on the exceptional fete which involved so many people and - in particular - to thank Sue for her phenomenal work getting funding for the new roof. DR to organise a meeting on July 25th to discuss the Local Plan. 
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead. Minuted confidentially
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.30pm



Signed……………………………Dated………………



