Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Thursday 7th October 2021 at 7pm
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens 
T Smith – TS
L Smith - LS
							G Merrett - GM 
							A Walsh – AW
G Corcoran - GC 
		District Councillor 		S Pugh – SP
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Karen Soons and Stanley Durrant 
Declarations of Interest
Cllr GC planning 
District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr SP had spoken on the PC’s behalf to Ian Gallin who agreed that a retrospective planning application for Suffolk Timber Supplies was long overdue. Again the PC was told this was imminent as the last survey (noise) had been completed. SP said she would call the application in so that it is adjudicated by a panel not just the planning officer. Illegal dog breeding in the village had been brought to the attention of Havebury Housing, while an issue of illegal waste removal was being dealt with by police. The issue of not notifying neighbours of planning was apparently not unique to Whepstead and was blamed on Covid rule changes. Planning have admitted they were wrong and apologised. Cllr SP to invite David Roach, portfolio holder for planning to come and speak to the PC about the next Local Plan and in particular to explain why the council ignored the potential development sites identified by the PC. 
County Councillor’s Report 
None
Public Forum  
None
Planning Applications 
The PC have been made aware of two appeals, Dc/21/1050/HH - at 6 Brockley Road for a detached two bay garage with storage (on which the PC is not allowed to comment further) and the other DC/21/0236/P3QPA - for change of use of an agricultural building to create five dwellings at Dovedon Hall.  The PC agreed that it would prefer to see the building knocked down and five affordable dwellings built on the land instead (as happened to a chicken shed at the top of Folly Lane). Conversion of the current building would create a very congested area. 
Councillors decided to approve the application DC/21/1628/HH at Cages Farm, Tuffields Road for ancillary, single storey accommodation only on the condition that a covenant is put in place to ensure the building is never sold off as a separate entity. Cllr GC left the room while application DC/21/1856/VAR was discussed. Councillors approved the application for The Holt, Rectory Road. Regarding the issue of the PC notifying neighbours of planning applications which was raised by a villager at the previous meeting, councillors concurred that it was the job of the District Council.
Minutes of the Meetings held on July 7th
It was proposed by Cllr. TS and seconded by Cllr. AW that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meeting
DR to go ahead and order a Zoll AED fully automatic defibrillator for the telephone box at the pub and an unlocked box to house it, at a cost of £1,634.28 inc. VAT from Active Medical Supplies Ltd. 
Clerk’s Report 
DR to invite Steve Nutt (tree warden) to the next meeting to discuss any possible training he may require. DR to ask Steve to order the PC’s poppy wreath. DR had circulated details of a number of dog litter bins identified by Di Howe as cheaper than those sold by the council. DH felt dog litter bins were needed at the footpath on Fern Hill, by the Chapel on Rectory Road and one on Old School Road. Cllr SP thought that the Council would only empty its own approved bins @ £3.08 an empty.  Cllr SP and DR to walk the village to decide on the position of dog poo bins which could potentially be funded by Cllr SP’s locality budget. DR to submit a Champion’s award nomination.
Finance 
Invoices for payment:
Clerk’s fees July-Sept - £1,211.12 (inc. tax rebate to be refunded to PC by SALC)
Clerk’s exes July-Sept - £120.84
Insurance CAS - £187.26
One Suffolk Web Hosting (D Rix paid online- £60)
Vertas Grass Cutting £512.24
SALC six months payroll £22.80

The Insurance renewal was the same as last year as on a 3 year deal. DR asked councillors to consider the precept which needs to be discussed at our next meeting. Cllr. AW proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. GM that the cheques be paid and that the bank reconciliation for the end of August was correct. 
Bank balance to end August 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,786.18

	Savings account
	£10,457.30

	Total
	£19,243.48

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£19,243.48



Community Centre Roofing Update
A structural engineer has been appointed. 
Footpaths and Highways
DR to take pictures of a number of road signs (OSR and Rectory Road) lying on the ground and report to the council. DR to ask Cllr KS what Highways is doing to mitigate flooding at the B1066 junction with Gypsy Lane and near Brockley cricket ground.
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Cllr LS said that a number of special constables are being trained to provide a flexible extra resource for the police. She and Cllr SP had established a good rapport with one local policeman who is helping with an incident in the village. The number to report rogue telephone calls is 159. 
Community Speed Watch
Cllr LS to speak to aforementioned local policeman about speeding on Rede Road. Speeding on Tuffields Road discussed. 
Correspondence
DR said that villages were being asked to register if they intended lighting a beacon to celebrate the Queen’s platinum jubilee next year on June 2. DR has passed details to Sue Perkins and Di Howe. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr NA asked DR to look into the costs of - and training in the use of - aids to help those who fall in the village as he felt it was a growing need that wasn’t being addressed. 
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead
Any Other Business 
None
The meeting closed at 21.00 pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………

	
	



