Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday July 7th 2021 at 6pm
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens 
L Smith – LS
							T Smith – TS 
							G Merrett – GM
							G Corcoran – GC
							S Durrant – SD
		County Councillor 		K Soons – KS
		District Councillor 		S Pugh  – SP
		Members of the public 		Sue Perkins 
							Di Howe
							Richard Gleed
							Jim Melrose 
							Mr & Mrs J Waugh
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllr AW
Declarations of Interest
GC planning 
Whepstead Community Association (Cllr NA moved to agenda item 14)
New Roof
Sue Perkins was disappointed by the lack of support from the PC which only wanted to financially support the complete removal of asbestos in the roof rather than overcladding it. She said asbestos was inert, overcladding was a much cheaper option which the WCA could afford to do now. Stripping the asbestos would cost twice as much and the suspended ceiling would need to be replaced. Another £50,000 would need to be raised, which could take at least 18 months, meaning two more winters with rain getting in. She was going on a course on how to write fundraising bids. Richard Gleed said overcladding would be completely external and not disrupt activities at the hall. However, it would need approval from a structural engineer. He added that because of global commodity price rises some roofers’ quotes were only valid for two weeks. Jim Melrose suggested a structural engineer might rule out overcladding as it would add to the roof load. Sue had met Jon Eaton from WS Council about fundraising and who to apply to for grants. Cllr GM suggested getting the structural engineer’s report done then options could be discussed. Cllr TS said that asbestos sheets were not inert and did move when it was windy. Jim Melrose said that overcladding would disturb the asbestos leaving dust above the ceiling. He felt that overcladding could overload the roof and the roof would be better insulated if the hall had a completely new roof. 
All agreed an engineer’s report – which shouldn’t cost more than £1,000 – be carried out - and once that was done quotes for the work should be based on it. RG to send revised quotes to DR when he had them.
Sue had prepared a village appeal letter with 3 asks, one for money, donations, pledges, or details of companies that gave community grants etc. the second for verbal and written support for the project from those who use not only the centre but the play area and the third ask was for gifts that could be auctioned. Cllr NA said that the PC would be happy to endorse such a letter.
Dog poo bins
It was established that neither the PC nor the WCA pays WS Council for the two bins at the community centre to be emptied. SP to arrange a walk with Di Howe between July 15 and Aug 31 to establish where more are needed. Di Howe to look at bin cosrs. 
District Councillor’s Report 
SP said she had completed all her training and had been appointed to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. She said the Council had voted on the Western Way redevelopment to provide a hub in which the NHS will be a major partner. Councillors agreed that the length of time it was taking for Suffolk Timber Supplies to submit a retrospective planning application would suggest their activity was condoned by WS Council, SP to find out who the PC can speak to about it. GM said there are much larger vehicles on Old School Road because of the business.  SP also reported that the 6 Brockley Road planning application that had been supported by the PC had been rejected by the planning officer and would be heard at a delegation panel. 
Public Forum  (Cllr NA moved to agenda item 15, The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee)
Ahead of the meeting DR had circulated a suggestion by Mr Waugh to plant 70 trees either side of Long Hill to celebrate the Queen’s 70 years on the throne. Cllr NA suggested that they can cause issues of safety if too near the road and landowners might not approve. It was pointed out that there are generous grants available to farmers who could perhaps identify a site to plant 70 trees that would give villagers access to the site or perhaps increase the margins on the field either side of Long Hill. Cllr NA to speak to landowners.
Planning Applications – The Holt, Rectory Road (amended)
Cllr GC declared an interest and left the room. Cllr TS proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GM that the PC support the amended application. All agreed. 
County Councillor’s Report (Cllr NA returned to agenda item 4)
Cllr KS apologised that she had not yet circulated her July report. Regarding the hedge at the bottom of Fern Hill, Mr Maddever has agreed he will cut it back in the winter. DR to report persistently blocked gulley outside Forge Cottage and the Old Post Office. Cllr KS urged the PC to get youngsters in the village to contact her with their mobile numbers so that if they have any Pfizer vaccine left at the end of a day they could alert them to take it up. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on May 19th and June 9th
It was proposed by Cllr TS and seconded by Cllr GC that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meetings
None
Clerk’s Report 
DR to buy Robin Drayton a bottle of wine for internally auditing the accounts. He is to step down from the role and Ian Lambert will take over. 
Finance 
DR had submitted the annual audit exemption certificate, had published the annual accounts on line and published the declaration of public rights to see the accounts which runs from June 21 to July 30. There were 4 invoices for payment:
Vertas – grass cutting £512.24
Clerk’s fees – 1,160.44 
Clerk’s expenses – £154.30
Clerk’s tax - £54.40
Cllr GC proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GM that the cheques (signed by Cllrs TS and LS) be paid and that the bank reconciliations for the end of April, May and June were correct. 
Bank balance to end April  2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£11,281.80

	Savings account
	£10,456.94

	Total
	£21.738.74

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,738.74




Bank balance to end May 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£11,281.80

	Savings account
	£10,456.03

	Total
	£21,738.83

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,738.83



Bank balance to end June 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£10,769.56

	Savings account
	£10,457.12

	Total
	£21,226.68

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£21,226.68



Section s106 Monies
DR had circulated news from WS Council that the Section s106 monies could not be used to fund a defibrillator nor a new youth club. DR to firm up prices of the Zoll defibrillator for The White Horse for our meeting in August. SP said some of her locality budget could be used to get the youth club up and running.
Footpaths and Highways
Walkers still say finding their way along the Plumpton footpath is difficult. James Pickerin has signs but is looking for volunteers to put them up. The PC to request help from the Whepstead Walkers. 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Report
Cllr LS said she has passed details of an incident in the village to the Haverhill safer neighbourhood team, Karen Soons, Sarah Pugh and Tim Passmore our crime commissioner.
APM Review
Nothing to report 
Community Speed Watch
Steve Bonney said the VAS at the Brockley end of the village had been tampered with again, but appears to still be working. The official speed officer had been in the village and had caught around 8 cars in 45 mins. 
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
None
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead:
Nothing to report
Any Other Business 
None

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting closed at 7.45pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………

	
	



