Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday October 8th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Garry Corcoran
Nigel Aitkens
 					Steve Nutt
					Louis Sergent
					Andrew Maddever
					Vicki Skeels
Members of the Public		Roly Nice
					Mr & Mrs Copping
Clerk 			 		Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Quince; County Cllr. Soons; District Cllr. Pugh

Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever (Proposed Solar Farm and dog walking field)

District Councillor’s Report 
None

County Councillor’s Report 
None

Public Forum
Mr & Mrs Copping worked in Whepstead and were interested in comments regarding the Lorry Park on Pages Hill Road. Mr Nice questioned whether Mr Staveley required planning for the containers on the lorry park. He reiterated that the road was not suitable for such big vehicles. A big pile of soil had been left by City Fibre which had also dug up the daffodils he had planted. A big mirror near the entrance to the lorry park had been installed on Cllr. Maddever’s land with his permission. The village’s concerns after the last meeting had been passed to Transport Strategy and Development Control Teams for their response. It was made clear that the PC was not a statutory consultee of the Traffic Commissioner which makes decisions on vehicle licensing. Cllrs. considered it an anomaly that no planning/neighbour notification was required for the erection of agricultural buildings.

Action: Clerk to contact City Fibre and chase Transport Strategy and Development Control.
Planning Applications 
Giles Landscapes and Management Ltd. had taken over from Proscape at Burnside and applied to operate two goods vehicles. A villager wanted to know how big the vehicles would be and considered this to be too dangerous at the bottom of Harram Hill where traffic travelled at 60mph. They also felt previous planning had been breached. The Clerk had asked enforcement to check this out. Regarding the dog walking field, Cllr. Maddever declared an interest and left the room. Enforcement said that until a flood risk assessment had been carried out by a third party a retrospective application would not be submitted. 
DC/23/1016/FUL – Land west of Rede Road 
The PC had received notification that the application had been delegated with the officer ‘minded’ to grant the application for a stable block, equine office, horse walker, lunging ring and dwelling to accommodate a stud manager, access road and associated landscaping.

Action: Clerk to chase Transport Strategy and enforcement

Minutes of the Meeting held on September 10th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Skeels and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes were a true record. 

Matters arising from the meeting on September 10th 2025
Cllr. Sergent had contacted Vertas which assured him the PC would not be invoiced again. Cllr. Nutt said there was a lot of concrete to dispose of at the base of the bollards. He had a prototype for the gates at the entrances of the village on the B1066 from the Men’s Shed. Cllr. Maddever would cut the bollards off at ground level.

Action: Cllr. Maddever to cut off bollards at ground level 

Clerk’s Report 
Cllr. Corcoran to buy the Clerk a new laptop for around £350. She had spoken to Cllr. Soons regarding poor communication of the new bus timetable. Bus Strategy at SCC said KonnectBus/Chambers had intended to deliver new timetables to every household along the route but the company had recently been sold to Transport Made Simple Group. 

Action: Cllr. Corcoran would buy and set up a laptop for the Clerk. Clerk to ask Transport Made Simple Group to communicate bus timetable changes.

Finance 
Invoices for payment: McGregor Services (Sep) £192; SALC (6 mths payroll) £22.80; Clerk’s fees (Jul-Sep) £1,110.20; HMRC (clerk’s tax and NI) £298.27; Clerk’s exes £129.71. Councillors approved the bank reconciliation for September and agreed that the invoices be paid. Regarding the NALC recommended pay award, councillors agreed the Clerk should have an hourly pay rise to £14.82 an hour (up from £12.85) backdated to April 1st. It could potentially add over £700 to the PC’s annual costs. 

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllr. Corcoran. Cllrs. Nutt and Maddever to complete bank signatory paperwork. Clerk to notify SALC of payrise. 

Bank balance to end September 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,264.53

	Savings account
	£7,741.30

	Total
	£16,005.83



Theo Cutting Field 
The HM Land Registry - assent of whole of registered title - AS1 form had been completed and would be sent to the trustees of Mr Cutting’s estate for signing. The Clerk had drawn up and circulated a Charitable Trust Deed (The Cutting Land Trust) ahead of the meeting which councillors approved. Councillors would be the trustees (min 3 required) and at two meetings a year (April and October) discuss the land. Clerk to speak to James Hall at Birketts (favourable rates to PCs) regarding a business tenancy agreement for the land that was let to Cllr. Maddever - who would therefore not be a trustee. Clerk to set up a bank account. 
Cllr. Nutt’s tree plan for the land had been circulated ahead of the meeting. He would look at funding for fruit trees (apples, pears, plums, walnut) and native trees (hazel, oak, lime, sycamore, sweet chestnut, poplar) and two seats/picnic tables. Clerk to ask villagers (via the WhatsApp group) who wanted to get involved with bulb planting to contact Cllr. Nutt. Land and river maintenance, sponsorship of family trees, protection of trees and wildflower meadow discussed. 

Action: Clerk to speak to James Hall at Birketts and set up a bank account and invite people to contact Cllr. Nutt re: a bulb planting day/weekend.
 
Lorry Park Pages Hill Road
See public forum

Footpaths and Byways
The Clerk to chase Mark Lebbon about cutting Rectory Road. Feedback regarding the hedge and bin on Straight Road which sat on the highway was that it did not meet Highways’ criteria for intervention. Cllr. Nutt had reported a falling tree on the right of the byway on Pages Hill Road. He felt it was dangerous. 
Action: Councillors to send photos of hedge and complain again. Clerk to contact Mr Staveley, landowner of the falling tree and/or James Pickerin the footpath officer.

Village Tidy Up
Regarding tidying up the village, the Clerk had reported back to Jeff Pyne that the village signpost socket was under construction. The Doughnut Gang would remove bollards and erect gates at the entrances to the village on the B1066 and she had chased Matthew Fox and Cllr. Soons about the broken Rectory Road sign. The PC would be happy to fund grey spray paint if Mr Pyne would like to cover the rusting signposts.

Action: Clerk to contact Jeff Pyne re: paint.

Bus Shelter Books
After concerns that the bookshelves in the bus shelter were warped and looking unsafe, Cllr. Skeels had checked. Everything was fine. It was a well-used facility and had recently had a new children’s bookshelf added. 

Whepstead Community Association Report 
Helpers were required for Fun, Food and Fireworks. Car park lighting and solar panels discussed, £1,200 legal funding secured. Bookings were up and included art classes and cooking training for youngsters. 

Correspondence
Cllr. Corcoran to attend a speeding meeting organised by Moulton PC on October 15th. SCC was hosting an online meeting via Eventbrite regarding opportunities a single council in Suffolk could bring to parishes on October 16th 7-8pm. 

Action: Clerk to deliver Welcome Packs to four properties that have recently changed hands.

Proposed Solar Farm
No updates

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.25pm





Signed………………………………Date……………………





