


Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday November 8th at 7pm 2023
Attendees	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
N Aitkens
							G Merrett
							K Richmond
							A Maddever 
District Councillor			S Pugh		
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllr. Walsh
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever
District Councillor Report
Due to the removal of glycophytes, WS Council was carrying out a thorough review of its grass cutting. Comments should be sent to ian.shipp@westsuffolk.gov.uk. Alternatives to the weed killer are proving unsatisfactory. Cllr. Maddever said if the footpaths weren’t sprayed they would be ruined within three years. Citizen’s Advice were offering support to Long Covid sufferers. Cllr. Pugh would forward details to Cllr. Merrett. The Local Plan had finalised its work and would be available to comment on from January for six weeks. It would go to full council for approval next December and then to the Secretary of State and in 2025 would become law. Few villages would be affected by it. New guidance on postal votes would be introduced in January 2024.  
County Councillor Report
No report. 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DC/23/1670/LB – Whepstead Hall
Councillors had no objections to the listed building application for a single storey side extension; the replacement of all windows and insertion of bi-fold doors to the north elevation and insertion of metal balustrade to a recessed roof. 
Cllr. Pugh left the meeting.
DC/23/1732/FUL – Land at Harram Bottom Cllr. Maddever left the room
Councillors had no objections to the change of use from agricultural land for dog walking and exercising with two metre galvanised fencing and associated parking. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on October 3rd 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. Richmond and seconded by Cllr. Merrett that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
The clerk was not aware of any volunteers who had come forward to help the speed watch team. The clerk to chase up the enforcement officer regarding the hedge at Three Ways. WS Council had said it was not economic to collect cardboard.
Clerk’s Report
Cllr. Corcoran to speak to Steve Nutt about the PC’s poppy wreath. 
Finance 
There was one invoice for payment:
Vertas grass cutting £611.57
The clerk and Cllr. Corcoran had risk assessed the village’s assets and found them all to be in good order. Cllr. Corcoran proposed and it was agreed by Cllr. Richmond that the bank reconciliations for the end of September and October were correct and that the cheque be signed. The PC was reminded that its insurance policy restricted them to a precept of £10,000. Last year the precept was £9,560. Cllr. Corcoran and the clerk had measured up for white gates at the Brockley and Bury ends of the B1066 and at the start of OSR and on Rectory Road which would be expensive. Shorter white plastic gates were the preferred option. Regarding wi-fi, Cllr. Soons had said she would be prepared to fund the first year’s costs (around £300). To discuss further in December. 

Bank balance to end September 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,233.12

	Savings account
	£10,521.73

	Total
	£18,754.85

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£18,754.85



Bank balance to end October 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£6,570.79

	Savings account
	£10,531.42

	Total
	£17,102.21

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£17,102.21



Community Speed Watch
None. A general reduction in speeding to 20mph was discussed. 
Grass Cutting Changes
The WCA would be happy to reduce the number of cuts on the community centre field from 25 to 16 from April next year, with none in November, December, January and February and two cuts in every other month. Clerk to confirm with Vertas.
Thermal Imaging Camera
Cllr. Corcoran said that he had now been offered just one camera that was suitable for both android and i-phones. He had arranged to collect it from a lady in Glemsford on December 12th. Eight villagers had so far asked to use it between December 12th and January 3rd. The clerk would advertise it again in the December newsletter and on the WhatsApp group. Only a 10 degree difference between the indoor and outdoor temperatures was required for the camera to work. So, it did not necessarily have to be done at night. 
Footpaths and Highways
Cllr. Aitkens asked whether a number of villagers could be written to explaining it was their duty to keep their hedges cut back and to supply them with the contact details of a few contractors (possibly Tom Debenham, Roger Warbuoys and Andrew Maddever) who would be happy to do the work. Clerk to prepare a letter to be signed by the chair.
Cllr. Aitkens asked the clerk to complain to SCC about the terrible damage that straw lorries were causing to the verges in Tuffields Road. The clerk to submit a question to the new Highways contractors who would be at the SALC conference at The Hold in Ipswich on November 29th. Cllr. Aitkens wanted to know whether the new contractors would be happy to work with local farmers and landowners on road drainage to limit flooding on the highway as it was a partnership, and a lot of landowners could not deal with it on their own. The clerk to also ask when was the last time that the SCC had enforced its power to cut hedges and send the homeowner the bill for it. 
Whepstead Community Association 
The Caravan Club would be in the village over the New Year and next March and May. The Fete would be on July 6th and the Fireworks Night this coming Saturday. Cllr. Aitkens said that the Titans Halloween Disco had been a roaring success with around 50 children attending. Cllr. Corcoran would attend the WCA’s next meeting on Tuesday November 14th at 7pm to discuss wi-fi.
Correspondence
The first in-person SALC conference would be on November 29th.  
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
Regarding WhatsApp, Cllr. Richmond to ensure when a group is created it is not a sub-group of the main villager group. 

The meeting closed at 20.10pm





Signed………………………………Dated……………







