


Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday February 8th at 7pm 2023
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
A Walsh - AW
							G Corcoran - GC
							G Merrett - GM 
		District Councillor 			S Pugh - SP 
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR
		Members of the Public 		Steve Bonney 
							Scott Munday
							Sean Padmore 	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Stanley Durrant, Andrew Maddever, Kerry Richmond and Karen Soons
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. NA re: Churchyard maintenance funding
District Councillor Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. SP had taken a photo of the new dog waste bin which Cllr. AM had kindly erected. She suggested the PC invite the Rural Coffee Caravan to Whepstead. It was – she said – a CAB on wheels, providing less mobile residents with information to help them maintain their independence. Cllr. NA suggested DR invite the caravan – which is free - to coincide with the mobile library visits or possibly as a joint venture with Brockley. DR to contact Brockley and find out if it’s on their agenda. Cllr. SP also urged residents in need of electricity for medical reasons or those with specific communication needs to register with UK Power Network’s Priority Services Register. DR to publicise on the WhatsApp group and in the Newsletter. Regarding Voter ID - which will be necessary for the local elections on May 4th - Cllr. SP said that visitors should be warned that the Council was planning a door knocking exercise to encourage people to register to vote. DR to publicise the need for voter ID. The PC thanked Cllr. SP for the speed with which she organised £500 of funding for the new Youth Club. 
Planning Applications (Cllr. NA brought forward agenda item 6) 
DC/230081/FUL – Vincents Farm, Pages Hill Road
Barn conversion to form one dwelling and detached cart lodge (following partial demolition of existing barn) The application follows an earlier one which sought consent for the residential conversion under Class Q, but which the council resisted on the basis that the building is curtilage listed. Councillors voted to support the application with the caveat that the barn owl population known to be living in the barn are protected.
DC/22/2206/HYB – Anglia Water 
Proposed 69km pipeline on land from Bury St Edmunds (Rushbrooke Lane) to Colchester. Anglia Water had accepted DR’s invitation to come and speak about this at the APM on April 14th. Councillor NA felt it unnecessary to comment. Cllr. SP said there would be nothing by way of compensation for the communities disrupted because of the works. 
County Councillor Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)





New Youth Club (Cllr. NA brought forward agenda item 13)
Sean Padmore thanked Cllr. SP for the £500 Locality funding for a new Youth Club to run alternate Fridays from April 21st - when the Chapel’s 7teens wasn’t on - for a cost of £1 per child. He had organised insurance, a risk assessment and paediatric first aid training via St. John’s Ambulance and planned advertising at the local school and on the WhatsApp group. There are 60 children in the village, and he had been encouraged by the initial response. Sean to send invoices to DR for payment so that VAT can be recovered. Cllr. NA invited Sean to speak about the Club at our APM. 
Public Forum (Cllr. NA brought forward agenda item 17)
Regarding the visit by Matthew Fox, Highways Community Liaison Officer, Steve Bonney was disappointed that despite all the positive measures he outlined he said Highways had no money to fund them. Cllr. GC suggested going back to him and saying what great ideas, and asking if he knew of any 3rd parties that could do the work and could he give any indication of the cost for installing white gates at either end of the village etc. Cllr. GM asked whether a local handyman could make them. Decided a professional company was needed, not least because a road entry ticket to work on the roads would be required. SB asked if there could be any PC funding for next financial year. Agreed that Cllrs. KS and SP could be approached. DR to write to Matthew Fox and DR and cc. KS. Regarding CSW, SB said there were currently only five members. If they couldn’t find another member the scheme would fold. SB had also asked for more police visits to tackle speeding but had been told they were short of personnel. Re: ANPR which is back in the village from April 3-10, the village had had no feedback from the first week it was in the village and Jonathan Shaw said he first needed to report to Karen Soons. SB said that at least 1,200 cars pass his house every day in just one direction. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on January 11th 2023
It was proposed by Cllr. AW and seconded by Cllr. GC that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the Meeting
None
Clerk’s Report 
DR thanked Cllr. GC for updating the PC laptop to Windows 10. She had registered him for the next WS SALC forum. Cllr. GM to speak to Di Howe regarding the dog waste bin liners. DR had passed an advertisement for Coronation mugs to Sue Perkins and an invitation to a civic dinner (March 3) to all councillors. Sue Perkins had decided now wasn’t the right time for wi-fi funding. The village had been offered more walks leaflets at a discounted price, but councillors agreed we had plenty for now. DR to write formally to thank SP for her locality budget funding for the dog waste bin and Youth Club. 
Finance 
There was one invoice for payment:
PCC - £380
Cllr. NA declared an interest and left the room. Councillors voted to support the payment of £380 for churchyard maintenance, but DR to ask if the church would consider not cutting the grass for most of the year to let wild flowers flourish. Cllr. GM proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. AW that the cheque be signed and the bank reconciliations for December and January were correct. 


Bank balance to end December 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£7,180.77

	Savings account
	£10,463

	Total
	£17,643.77

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£17,643.77



Bank balance to end January 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£5,414.94

	Savings account
	£10,467

	Total
	£15,882.41

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£15,882.41




Annual Parish Meeting – April 14th 
Cllr. GC apologised that since the date change to April 14th, he would no longer be able to attend. DR to confirm to Anglia Water that there is a screen available and to ask them to speak for no longer than 20 minutes. Cllr. KR to demonstrate the use of a lifting cushion. DR to organise refreshments and invite various clubs, including Astronomy, the new Youth Club and Wildlife Group to come and speak.
Litter Pick – March 12th 
Cllr. AW apologised that she would not be able to help. DR had organised for 30 pickers to be dropped off and would organise refreshments. 
SLHC
Councillors agreed to pay the £25 annual subscription to the Suffolk Local History Council for Kala Nobbs, who had taken over from Susan Quay as the local history recorder. 
Emergency Planning
The planned demonstration of a lifting cushion did not go ahead. DR to ask Cllr. KR to demonstrate at the March 22nd meeting.
Parish Council Elections – May 4th
DR had attended a very useful online Election Briefing run by WS Council and SALC. She said that the Notice of Election would go up on March 22nd. Everyone would have to fill out a nomination paper which would need to be submitted to WS House by 4pm on April 4th. She would advertise a ‘Your Village Needs You’ flyer in the newsletter etc. and let everyone know that they would need Voter ID. Election day is May 4th, but because of the Coronation bank holiday w/e councillors would not take their seats until Tuesday, May 9th. The AGM – date changed to May 17th – had to be held within two weeks of that date.  
Footpaths and Highways
DR had circulated information about a fatality on the A143 near Brookes Corner. Councillors were reminded that there had been another accident near there in October at the Pumpkin farm but it was unlikely Highways would fund any speeding measures.  Cllr. NA to find a map to see how much of the A143 is in Whepstead. Councillors had been disappointed by the prompt response from SCC regarding the overhanging hedge at the corner of OSR. DR to remind people how to use the reporting tool and the importance of reporting something even if it has already been reported. 
SALC Report
None 
Whepstead Community Association Report
None
Correspondence
None
Land in Whepstead
Cllr. NA had spoken to someone about a woodland scheme, but said the costs of applying would outweigh the benefits. Until grass had been sown, no more trees would be planted on Theo Cutting’s land. Cllr.NA to investigate signage for his and Jill Harper’s permissive paths. 
Chairman’s Comments
None
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 20.20 pm




Signed………………………………..Dated……………







