Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday December 9th at 7pm 2025
Attendees:	Councillors 		Cllr. Corcoran
Cllr. Aitkens (chair)
 					Cllr. Nutt
					Cllr. Sergent
					Cllr. Skeels
					Cllr. Quince
Clerk 			Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
County Cllr. Soons; District Cllr. Pugh, Parish Cllr. Maddever

Declarations of Interest
None

District Councillor’s Report
None

County Councillor’s Report (report circulated ahead of meeting)
Report noted

Public Forum
None

Planning Applications 
DC/25/1765/LB – Brick Kiln Farmhouse, Straight Road
Councillors had no objection to the listed building application to a. do repair works to north-west, north and south-east elevations b. repair door frame on north elevation and replace door with a non-functioning board door. Planning enforcement said that they had three linked cases in Whepstead which were all at different stages of investigation. They would provide updates when possible. Councillors couldn’t understand why a lairage barn and lorry operating centre didn’t require planning permission.
Action: Clerk to report decision 

Minutes of the Meeting held on November 12th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Skeels and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes were a true record. 

Matters arising from the meeting on November 12th 2025
None

Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk had received a public information request for details of the PC’s finances including current balance, committed spend, future planned expenditure (broken down by project), future income etc. which she had provided. She had checked hall availability for the Litter Pick. The date agreed was Sunday, Feb 22nd.  She had asked villagers (via the newsletter) if they had suggestions for a good speaker for the APM on April 24th. She had chased the missing Rectory Road sign, which Matthew Fox was surprised hadn’t yet been done.

Action: Clerk to order litter picking equipment for Feb 22nd and put an ad in next month’s newsletter and on the WhatsApp about it. 

Finance 
Invoice for payment: Keith Graham (signpost bracket) £156
It was proposed by Cllr. Skeels and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the bank reconciliation for November was correct and the invoice be paid. Cllr. Nutt had painted the village sign and had received £90 in compensation from Lloyds Bank. Cllr. Sergent had complained about yet another Vertas invoice. He was assured no more would be sent. Regarding the Precept, the clerk said as the taxbase had gone up slightly for 26/27, if the PC asked for the same £10,500 as last year, Band D council taxpayers would pay 2.61% (£1.24) less than last year at £46.33 compared to £47.57. Asking for £500 more would increase council tax by 2.04% (97p) and £300 more would create a 0.17% (0.08p) rise. Cllr. Aitkens suggested asking for £300 more to cover the additional ongoing costs of keeping the Rectory Road path clear. A final decision would be made at January’s meeting. The Clerk urged Cllrs. Sergent and Nutt to continue with their signatory application at Lloyds Bank and gave Cllr. Nutt his PIN which she had received in the post.

Action: Clerk to send invoices for payment to Cllr. Quince and Cllr. Skeels. Cllrs. Nutt and Sergent to complete bank paperwork.

Bank balance to end November 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£7,163.19

	Savings account
	£7,749.19

	Total
	£14,912.38



Theo Cutting Field 
Cllr. Nutt had forwarded a quote for £383.53 for fencing and posts to the Clerk. But she suggested adding another one for bulbs before making the locality budget funding application of £500 promised by Cllr. Pugh. Agreed not to allow plaques to be put next to trees sponsored by villagers. The Clerk had printed off an Agricultural Business Tenancy Agreement which she would forward to Cllr. Maddever. It was suggested that a record of what’s been planted, donations made etc. be kept and that the village has a dedicated page for the memorial field set up on the website. 
Action: Clerk to contact Locality Budget Officer before Jan 14th deadline.

Footpaths and Byways
The Clerk had reported the bins encroaching on Straight Road via the online reporting tool. Cllr. Aitkens had reported potholes in Tuffields Road. Cllr. Quince had reported the edge of the road disappearing at the bottom of Church Hill. Clerk to thank Anglian Water for its prompt response to a water leak at the top of Harram Hill when it was icy. The doughnut boys had fixed the steps at the bottom of Fern Hill and along Straight Road. Cllr. Sergent was concerned that bollards (with no reflectors) on a near neighbour’s verge - cemented in very close to the edge of the road - could cause a lot of damage to someone’s car. The homeowner would be liable.

Action: Clerk to contact Anglian Water

Speeding 
The ANPR camera would be in the village from March 16th – 23rd. Cllr. Nutt would send a photo of the four white gates he had built to the Clerk to forward to the street furniture licencing team at West Suffolk. The signage that should go on them was discussed. Agreed to send £100 donation to the Men’s Shed.  

Action: Clerk to contact Street Furniture Licencing and DJ Haill

Whepstead Community Association Report 
The Xmas Fayre went well but the lighting of the Xmas tree (that had been donated) wasn’t very well supported. Cllr. Corcoran would give the Clerk a key to the new noticeboard. Lighting for the car park could not be done before the new year.

Proposed Solar Farm
Quintas had held a street canvas on Abbeygate Street.

Correspondence
The Clerk had circulated information about the delay in Suffolk/Norfolk Mayoral elections until 2028 and placated a resident who had complained about the bollards being removed outside the community centre. 

Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Aitkens thanked everyone for coming. 

Any Other Business 
Clerk to contact West Suffolk Council to find out how we get to hear about council housing changing hands so that we can alert residents who might know someone with housing need with a connection to the village. 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm

Signed………………………………Date……………………



