Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday July 9th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		Garry Corcoran
Nigel Aitkens
 					Steve Nutt
					Louis Sergent
					Thelma Quince
					Andrew Maddever
County Councillor 			Karen Soons 
Clerk 			 		Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
District Cllr. Pugh; Cllr. Skeels 
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Maddever agenda item 12
County Councillor’s Report (Cllr. Corcoran brought forward agenda item 4)
Report circulated ahead of meeting. Re: the diversion on Pages Hill Road while Church Hill is closed, Cllr. Soons urged councillors to email her again about how dangerous it is having to turn off the B1066 into Pages Hill Road. She had requested the fire engine attend the Fete, and apologised, she would be unable to make the solar farm meeting on July 10th. Clerk to apply for funding for the new noticeboard. 
District Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of meeting)
Cllr. Pugh had apologised that she would not be able to make the solar farm meeting tomorrow. The annual canvas of households would take place between July 1st and Nov 20th. West Suffolk would meet next week (the last time before the summer break) to adopt the new Local Plan which had been three years in the writing. The plan kept the housing requirement at 800 a year. The new Dog Walking Field (a franchised business) that had sprung up in Pages Hill Road next to where Cllr. Maddever had received planning for one last November, had been reported to Enforcement. 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
APP/F3545/W/24/3356083 – Land East of Rede Road
Appeal for a new dwelling on land opposite the White Horse had been dismissed.
DC/25/0984/HH – Hardwicke House, Rede Road
Councillors had no objection to the application for the installation of a ground mounted solar array.


Minutes of the Meeting held on June 11th 2025
It was proposed by Cllr. Quince and seconded by Cllr. Aitkens that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters arising from the meeting on June 11th 
The Clerk apologised she had been unable to get a response from City Fibre about the quality of ducting on Harram Hill.
Clerk’s Report 
Mark Lebbon had agreed to cut back growth on the Rectory Road path. He expected it to be 5-6 hours work (£100-£120) and to cut it twice before September. Vertas had stopped cutting the community centre field as of June 17th. Details of an interior designer had been passed to the WCA. The annual accounts were online and available for scrutiny. As a thank you Ian Lambert had been given a bottle of wine.
Finance 
Invoices for payment: McGregor Services £120 (grass cutting); Di Rix (Apr-Jun fees) £1,110.40; Di Rix (Apr-Jun tax) £277.40; Di Rix (Apr-Jun exes) £194.82; Parish Noticeboard Company £2,514; Vertas (grass cutting final bill) £317.44. Lloyds Bank £4.25 would be direct debited each month. Cllr. Corcoran urged Cllrs. Sergent and Nutt to complete any signatory emails from Lloyds Bank. It was proposed by Cllr. Nutt and seconded by Cllr. Quince that the bank reconciliation for May was correct and the invoices be paid.

Bank balance to end June 2025

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£12,164.44

	Savings account
	£7,727.68

	Total
	£19,892.12



Theo Cutting Field
Lacy Scott & Knight had completed its Designated Adviser’s Report which the Clerk would forward to solicitors Edmondson Hall. The land had been valued at £330,000. She had been in touch with CAS about setting up a Charitable Trust but had not heard back. In the meantime, she would circulate Government advice on information needed (name, number of trustees, how trustees will be appointed, governing document etc.) to set up a Trust. Clerk to ask SALC if any other villages have done similar. She had forwarded villagers’ ideas about what they would like on the field to Cllr. Nutt. There had been nearly 30 responses. Most people wanted wildflowers, fruit trees and a seating area. Agreed not to fence whole area but to protect trees. Clerk to share ideas with all councillors. 
Footpaths and Byways (Cllr. Corcoran brought forward agenda item 13)
Overgrown hedges on Straight Road had been reported by Cllr. Maddever but they didn’t meet SCC’s intervention criteria. Cllr. Aitkens had spoken to Highways in Tuffields Road and was shocked that they had no interest in anything - like ruts - other than the tarmacked surface of the road. 
Whepstead Community Association Report 
Fete planning was underway. Derrick King had provided a plan for car park lighting. Land registration had been completed so the solar roof panel provider would do a site visit soon. Use of a specific fixing would mean the new roof warranty was not lost. 
Any Other Business 
Moulton PC was gathering other villages experience of dealing with SCC in trying to combat speeding. Like Whepstead, its applications for anything like 20mph limits, buffer zones, chicanes, white lines etc. had been turned down despite data showing increased speeding and villager concern about it. 
Proposed Solar Farm 
Cllr. Maddever declared an interest and left. At the meeting for villagers tomorrow, Quintas had been given a 20 min presentation slot, followed by Q&A. Three people would then speak uninterrupted for 3 minutes. Cllr. Corcoran would answer email queries from Richard Murray. Local parish councils had been invited. Clerk would set up another PC meeting for next Weds and ask for another extension to submit its response before July 17th. Councillors discussed why the planning application registration had changed to being in Horringer. Councillors to ask for a bat survey as an incredibly rare one that lived in trees had been sighted in the village. Regarding feedback from a meeting with Cllrs. Nutt and Skeels, Cllr. Maddever assured them he had done his due diligence on Quintas Cleantech, confirmed the land was classified Grade 3 and, of the fields he owned in the village, he felt the chosen one would have the least impact on villagers. Clerk to put a reminder about the meeting on WhatsApp. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm





Signed………………………………Date……………………





