


Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday May 17th 2023 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
							G Corcoran – GC
							A Walsh – AW
							K Richmond - KR
		County Councillor			K Soons – KS
		District Councillor 		S Pugh - SP
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	
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	Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. NA and seconded by Cllr. KR that Cllr. GC be appointed chairman. Cllr. GC accepted.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office by Chairman 
Cllr. GC thanked councillors for their support, accepted and signed a declaration of Acceptance of Office form. 
Co-Option of Andrea Walsh (Cllr. GC brought forward agenda item 12 Public Forum)
Cllr. GC moved the meeting to public session. Cllr. NA proposed and Cllr. KR seconded the co-option of Cllr. AW back on to the Parish Council.
Welcome to new councillors and election of Vice Chair
Cllr. GC welcomed all councillors back on to the council. It was proposed by Cllr. KR and supported by Cllr. NA that Cllr. AW be appointed Vice Chair. All councillors completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the clerk gave them each a Register of Members’ Interests Form which needed to be completed and submitted to WS Council to appear on its website before June 6th.
Appointment of SALC representative 
Cllr. GC said he was happy to continue in the role. 
Appointment of Rights of Way representative 
Cllr. AW said she would be happy to take on the role. 
Appointment of WCA representative 
Cllr. KR agreed to continue in the role.
Declarations of Interest
None
Apologies for absence 
Cllrs. Merrett and Maddever
County Councillor’s Report (Cllr. GC brought forward agenda item 11)
Cllr. KS said she was now district councillor in Horringer as well as continuing in her County Councillor role. She said SCC had had a very busy year. 150 miles of new roads had been surfaced on 173 different sites across the county. M Group Holdings would be taking over the Highways contract, worth £800m, from Kier in the autumn. Part of that would involve 40% of road repairs being inspected. None are at present. She urged villagers to continue to report potholes etc. and not to be scared of reporting the same one twice (supported by a photograph) if it had got bigger. Nearly 200,000 trees had been planted across Suffolk an average of over 250 a day. A SEND review suggested many failings including long delays in Education Health Care Plans with the 20-week deadline not being met. Cllr. KR said her EHCP had arrived one week before the next annual review. An additional £15.9m of funding had been agreed to create at least 879 places for children with special needs. Cllr. KR said the problem was staffing the schools. Riverwalk needed to hire 26 TA’s before September. At around £15,000 a year, many were so poorly paid they used food banks. Essex and Suffolk authorities had united to oppose a proposed 180km of 50m tall electricity pylons from Norwich to Tilbury. The EV charging network desperately needed expanding. Regarding ANPR cameras, the clerk said it had last been in the village from May 2-9. The SCC was looking to invest another £2.75m improving the EV infrastructure. She said that The Hold archive centre in Ipswich had won an award, having digitised much of the content. Projected savings from installing LED street lighting were £2.5m. Cllr. NA asked whether SCC could provide signs to put in potholes. Cllr. KS didn’t think so, but it was noted that SCC was liable if a pothole caused damage more than seven days after being reported. Cllr. KR asked if Cllr. KS could ask the Fire Service to send a fire engine to the Fete (July 1st) again this year, as it had been so popular with the children last year.   
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr. SP said that the new District Council would meet for the first time next Tuesday, but Nick Clark had taken over from John Griffiths as Conservative leader. For overall control of WS Council a group needed 33% of the vote. The Conservatives currently had 26%. It was noted that Mid Suffolk was the only Council in the country that was Green. 
Cllr. SP to investigate why after 10 months of installing solar panels through Greenscape - a company WS had a tender with - Cllr. AW’s relative had received nothing back from Scottish Power. A number of councillors admitted they had not been charged for electricity for some time because they had no meter.  
Planning Applications
None 
Minutes of the Meetings held on March 22nd. 
It was proposed by Cllr. NA and seconded by Cllr. AW that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the March 22nd meeting
Cllr. GC and DR to carry out a risk assessment of the village’s assets.   
Clerk’s Report 
Since the last meeting DR had given Sean Padmore a cheque for £196.80 for the outstanding amount left after training and insurance had been funded from the Locality Budget. Cllrs. DR to speak to him about finding more helpers. The last youth club night had attracted over forty children. Helpers would have to be DBS checked which costs around £90. A booking system might have to be put in place to restrict numbers and prioritise village children first. DR had advertised in the newsletter for another parish councillor to replace Stanley Durrant. DR asked councillors to sign their Declarations of Acceptance forms and urged them to submit their Register of Members Interests forms before June 6th. 
DR had chased Matthew Fox at Highways regarding the bollards broken by the Council’s grass cutters last year. She had circulated information about the PC’s website having an Accessibility Audit. All agreed to leave it for now. DR to find out from One Suffolk stats about the number of views the website gets etc. DR to double check that Mark Haley had access to updating the website. DR to thank Stanley Durrant for his 50-year contribution to the Parish Council. The clerk had circulated information regarding courses being run by the Suffolk Wildlife Trust to the Wildlife Group.
Finance 
There were 4 invoices for payment.
WCA – Locality Funding for Coronation £500
WCA – Hall Hire Jan-May £117
SALC – Annual Subs £250.55
Vertas – grass cutting £611.57

The PC had received the precept of £9,560. Because the PC’s annual income was over £25,000 in the year to March end 2023, the PC could no longer just submit a certificate of exemption to the external auditor. Instead, it had to have the accounts internally audited before approving them at the PC meeting. Ian Lambert had very kindly done this. The accounts were circulated with a letter of variances, a supporting statement and a bank reconciliation for the year.  Cllr. GC read out Section One of the Annual Governance Statement. After councillors had approved that adequate internal controls had been followed he and the clerk signed it. Cllr. AW proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. KR that Section Two, the Accounting Statements for 2022/23 were correct and the cheques be signed. This was then signed by Cllr. GC and the clerk.
Bank balance to end March 2023

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£3,319.60

	Savings account
	£10,478

	Total
	£13,797.34

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£13,797.34



APM Review
DR to contact Brockley and Horringer PC’s about sharing the purchase of a lifting cushion which Cllrs. NA and KR had demonstrated at the APM. Cllr. KR said that they cost about £1,600 new. If bought Cllr. NA said it should be formulated into the Emergency Plan and stored at the Community Centre alongside a gazebo and space blanket. DR to chase Sue Perkins about a stretcher.  
Community Speed Watch 
The ANPR had been in the village from May 2-9. Cllr. GC would attend a webinar about expanding the ‘20s Plenty’ traffic calming scheme.  
Plug In Suffolk 
While interested in installing an EV charge point, the PC agreed it needed more information about its potential responsibility for equipment after seven years and would have to involve the WCA which owned the land. Wi-fi at the centre would also be essential as charging had to be paid for via an App.   
Footpaths and Highways
DR said the B1066 would be surface-dressed overnight of May 20 and 21. 
Whepstead Community Association Report  
There had been an attempted break-in to the shed at the Community Centre and evidence of doughnuting in the car park. The PC agreed wi-fi should be an absolute priority for the WCA. Everyone considered it an essential like water and electricity. With so few people carrying cash they also agreed that a card reader linked to the WCA’s bank account would improve everyone’s experience at coffee mornings, paying for raffle tickets etc. Cllr. KR to investigate potential costs of installing wi-fi. KR to update the WCA’s Facebook Page. There would be a quiz night on June 10 and a barn dance in September. 
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. GC thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
None
The meeting closed at 9pm



Signed………………………………..Dated……………






