WHEPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
held in the Community Centre on 
Friday April 11th 2025 at 7pm

Attendees: 

Parish Councillors:          		  	Member of the Public:
Cllr. Garry Corcoran (Chair)		Di Howe
Cllr. Nigel Aitkens				Gillian Aitkens
Cllr. Gordon Merrett				Lizzie Nutt	
Cllr. Louis Sergent				Roger & Thelma Quince
Cllr. Steve Nutt				James Reynolds
District Councillor				Jill Harper		
Sarah Pugh  					Maureen Woollard 
						Alan & Sue Perkins
						Mark & Sylvie Haley
						Nigel Bond
						Wendy and John Waugh
Clerk:						Di Rix 																		
1. Welcome					
Cllr. Corcoran welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. 

2. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were accepted from: County Cllr. Karen Soons, Parish Cllrs. Andrew Maddever and Vicki Skeels. Anne Robertson, Steve Bonney and Julie & Scott Munday

3. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting April 12th 2024
It was proposed by Di Howe and seconded by Steve Nutt that the minutes were a true record. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes of the 2024 meeting
None

5. Presentation: How we can use land gifted to Whepstead for everyone’s benefit
Cllr. Corcoran explained that the southern half of the field opposite the row of houses on Rede Road and the small 3-acre field below Nunwick Barn had been gifted to the village by Theo Cutting. He had been keen to encourage wildlife on it, discourage any development and wanted it to be for the benefit of the whole village. 
Steve Nutt explained that the half field would remain in agriculture (currently farmed by Andrew Maddever) and the small income raised from it would fund grass cutting and development of the 3-acre plot. The land would be managed by the Parish Council. A permissive path running alongside the agricultural field would be extended to reach the pub. Mr Nutt had created a basic tree plan, showing smaller ornamental trees at the top (nearest to Nunwick Farm), fruit trees, native trees and nut trees as the field dropped down to the River Lark. He welcomed ideas of what else could be included on the land. Suggestions so far had included a seating/gathering area near the river, a fitness/trim trail, an enclosed area for dogs to run in, a path all around the field and a wildlife meadow. 
Cllr. Pugh suggested the PC speak to Clare PC which had done a lot of research on a similar project. Hartest had also created a millennium woodland. Mr Nutt’s vision was for no more than 50 trees, not to create a wood. 
Considerations: Will access be allowed freely? Will the trees be protected from deer and squirrels? Wildflower meadows are difficult to manage, low density planting would leave a lot of other growth that would need cutting. 
Clerk to circulate a map of the field (via whatsapp and email) for villagers to fill in their ideas for it. Asking for pluses and minuses of any suggestions. Cllr. Corcoran said that the land was still in the hands of the solicitors and any trees couldn’t be planted until the Autumn.

6. Public Forum
Mr Waugh was surprised the PC hadn’t advertised the public consultation on the proposed solar farm on the village website. Cllr. Corcoran explained he had done so on the village WhatsApp, but there had been no time to include it in the newsletter. He had included links to submit feedback on the WhatsApp Group. As yet, it was only a public consultation, no planning application had been submitted. The PC had complained to Quintas Cleantech that hardly anyone had received details through the post which it claimed had gone to over 500 homes. Over 85 people had attended the public consultation. 
Cllr. Corcoran explained that ahead of a submission, Quintas had agreed to a proper full meeting with the village whereby everyone could hear one another’s questions and answers. Cllr. Pugh and Steve Nutt were having a meeting with a resident and our MP, Nick Timothy, in a week or so. 
Mr Bond asked when Anglian Water were going to restore the visuals in the village after building the pipeline. Cllr Aitkens thought they needed to do some drainage work but it had been too wet over winter. Clerk to investigate.

7. District Councillor Report - Sarah Pugh

Cllr. Pugh had heard about the proposed solar farm before even West Suffolk Council had. On April 23rd she would meet a resident and our MP about it. The Govt. had cancelled this year’s May election and Suffolk and Norfolk were being fast tracked for Devolution. The timeline for this ‘seismic change’ in local government was incredibly short. The County Council believed there should only be one unitary council, the district council wanted two - a West and East Suffolk Council. As yet, ‘the devil was in the detail’. Who would be responsible for adult social care, special educational needs etc.? There would be a mayoral election for Suffolk and Norfolk in May 2026. 
WS Local Plan was at inspection stage when the Government changed. So it could proceed. Other district councils were not as well prepared and have had to redo their plans based on 50% extra housing. The WS Local Plan comes into force in July and allows us to build 800 homes a year until 2040. The next Local Plan would be for 1,200 houses a year from 2041. 
Having supported the WCA’s decarbonisation application Cllr. Pugh was looking forward to solar panels going on the community centre roof. Cllr. Corcoran said in making the application he discovered the building was not registered with the Land Registry. The Community Centre were in the process of registering it and in so doing, funding would still be available. 
Waste collection alterations would come into effect next year. It would mean more bins. Laws were also changing to make it more difficult to evict a tenant. For private landlords, WS council offered a no-fee letting service and guaranteed rent to private landlords and letting agents. Information was on the council website. It aimed to prevent people falling into repeated homelessness. Changes coming to democracy were so huge that it was very fragile behind the scenes at WS Council with staff fearing losing their jobs.

8. County Councillor Report - Karen Soons



The quality of farmland for the proposed solar farm in the village was discussed. Cllr. Aitkens confirmed it was Grade 3 and therefore not prime agricultural land. 

9. WCA Report – Kerry Richmond (full report attached)
Highlights: Income from events totalled over £9,000, hall hire revenue was over £9,000, income from bottle banks nearly £560 and advertising revenue £1,270. A new art school would be running classes from June. Wi-fi installation had proved a hit, they were awaiting solar panels on the roof and much needed lighting in the car park was planned. Carpet bowls equipment had been sold and a new large projector screen, microphone and BBQ bought. A big thank you to the Haleys who had provided new furniture for the committee room. The play area had been fixed and updated at a cost of £3,053. Huge thanks to Derrick King, the Doughnut Boys, Ian Lambert, Lee & Hana at the pub and WCA committee members. 



10. Astronomy Club Report - Nigel Bond
The group went from strength to strength and met every two weeks on Wednesday evenings. The group was changing its name to the Bury St Edmunds Astronomy Club from the Athenaeum Astronomy Club as it had become apparent that ambitions to restore the observatory there would never happen. There had been an upsurge in membership, with 40 people attending some nights. Activities involved observing on clear nights, astro photography of distant galaxies and comets, visits - most recently to Cambridge Radio Astronomy Centre where the big telescopes just south of Cambridge discovered the black hole at the centre of our galaxy - and having guest speakers which had improved since the installation of wi-fi. As an astro physicist ‘geek’ Mr Bond said he’d seen the knowledge of the group grow and grow. They had invested in lots of new equipment and welcomed anyone who would like to attend. 

11. Doughnut Gang and Wildlife Group Reports - Steve Nutt 
The group started about 15 years ago and was a spin off from the Walkers Group which decided some of the footpaths needed cutting back. Currently 9 volunteers strim footpaths, prune and do odd jobs at the community centre and the church, keeping the village tidy. 
The Wildlife Group exchanges emails on wildlife sightings, has presentations - most recently a fascinating one on wasps – and organises visits to wildlife areas. Cages Wood restoration was ongoing. The Robys had agreed to have an expert survey of their wood which showed it had been decimated by deer damage. As a result, it had been enclosed, some of it coppiced and the regrowth as a result has been amazing. The fencing was unlikely to ever be removed. The wood produced firewood.

12. Book Club, Walkers Group, Art Club Reports - Lizzie Nutt
Walkers Group - started 21 years ago in order to protest about 4x4 vehicles tearing up the surface of Darney Lane. The local press recorded our walk in a feature and marked the incident.  Since, the group has changed as people left or joined the village. We have some interesting and enjoyable walks in our parish and have met every month on either a Sunday or Friday morning for a village walk, usually with a refreshment stop along the route. We have 9 regular members along with 4 dogs and always welcome new members to join us in our adventures along our local footpaths. 
“What the Dickens” Book Group - Every other month a group of 11 interested readers meet to review books selected by a group member. We meet and hope to continue at The White Horse Pub in the evening and discuss the book, aspects we have enjoyed or not and elements of interest or intrigue in the book along with the writing style of the author. We then enjoy a tasty buffet meal and the whole meeting becomes and enjoyable social event. 
Art Club - We have a get together on alternate Friday mornings from 11am to approx. 1pm. We meet in the Red Shed behind Beith Cottage, and everyone brings an activity to do. Refreshments are provided and it’s a good opportunity to share ideas and skills or have a good chat! 

13. Community Speed Watch Report – Steve Bonney (full report attached)
Cllr. Corcoran said that Steve Bonney could not be at the meeting but was a stalwart at getting out and using the speed camera to try and encourage people to slow down. New volunteers include Baber Yusaf, Vicki Skeels and Ian Kitson. Speeding was a perennial problem. White gates at the entrance of the village had been considered but they cost half of the PC’s total income for the year. Although we do have permission to put them up. We recently had a speed survey at the Brockley end of the village to see if we qualified for a 40mph buffer zone between Tuffields Road and the 30mph. But we did not meet the criteria. Northbound traffic to Bury has increased dramatically since 2023 from an average of 718 vehicles to 1,163 in 2025.
The ANPR would be in the village w/b 21st April. Police regularly monitor speeding at the bottom of Fern Hill. Mr Haley couldn’t believe the gates cost so much. Cllr. Corcoran said we could put our own gates up and it was something the PC was investigating.



14. Ladies Social Group Report – Anne Robertson (full report attached)
Highlights included a talk on April 22nd on Medical Detection Dogs. Other speakers booked covered topics like beekeeping, the history of toys and an American’s experience of living in Suffolk. A guided tour and coach outing were planned during the summer.  



15. Church News, Gillian Aitkens
During the last year there had been a change of leadership. Anita Rooney, formerly a curate at Bury Cathedral had been inducted and installed in the benefice after Christmas. The Easter service would be at 9.30am next Sunday. Throughout the year there had been a service every Sunday. Anyone wanting to join the Church’s electoral roll should contact her. A new electricity supply at the church had been provided by UK Power Networks. Necessary repairs to the tower and ringing platform had also been made leaving little left in the Church’s fabric fund. They hoped to upgrade the kitchen facilities in the vestry soon. Fundraising was necessary to pay the parish share supporting the Clergy and back up administration. This had included an annual talk and lunch in February and the Summer, plant sale and coffee morning in May and the annual Historic Churches Ride and Stride event in September. October saw the Harvest lunch and in November Whepstead, Brockley and the Baptist Chapel joined together for Remembrance Sunday. In December there was the village carol service. Safeguarding was an extremely important issue and guidance from the Diocese was followed and all members of the church community were up to date with training. She thanked the volunteers who kept the churchyard tidy, provided flowers and did the cleaning etc. 

16. Chapel News Report – Sharon Steven (full report attached)
Highlights included the 180th anniversary weekend in June 2024. Following subsidence caused by tree roots the schoolroom and kitchen were repaired and decorated in July and August. A new septic tank had been installed and a path fixed. This year the annual trip to the coast would be on July 12th and costs £20. Plans were afoot for a memorial garden and a re-stoning of the car park.

17. Any Other Business 
None

18. Chairman’s Closing Remarks
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming and urged them to join him for some refreshments. 

The meeting closed at 8.20pm 
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Whepstead Ladies’ Social Group report for 2024/25



We have had a good range of topics covered by our Speakers including Hawk Honey aiming to convince us that ‘Wasps are our Friends,’  Derek Wilding reminiscing about his career as a ‘Suffolk Bobby’ and also his role, while in the Police Force, dealing with people living with Alzheimer’s Disease.  On retirement this experience prompted him to become a volunteer with the Alzheimer’s Society. 

One of our regular Speakers, Carole Pook, gave a fascinating talk about the ‘Witches of Pendle’.  And, Jenny Gibbs, who, with husband Mustafa, spends the winters in Mustafa’s home village in the Turkish mountains and the summer months in their Suffolk home, never fails to entertain us with tales of her experiences living a traditional Turkish way of life which she enthusiastically embraced 30+ years ago.  

On a perfect summer afternoon, we had a lovely and informative guided walk in Lavenham with Stephen Moody.   Stephen is also a Bury Tour Guide who has conducted many walks for us over the last ten years.

Once again, we donated an impressive number of items to the Gatehouse and Bury Free Press Christmas Appeal.

Our end of year meal at Whepstead White Horse was, as usual, delicious and a very enjoyable evening was had by all.

We recently changed our Meeting time to 2pm as quite a number of us now dislike turning out in the evening and hopefully this will attract a few more women to our group.

This month’s talk on Tuesday 22nd April at 2pm is open to anyone in the village, male or female, who might like to hear about the work of the charity ‘Medical Detection Dogs’.  Please contact me for further details.

Other Speakers have been booked covering topics such as Beekeeping, The History of Toys and an American’s experience of living in Suffolk.  We hope to have a further guided walk and possibly a coach outing during the summer, destination yet to be decided.

Anne Robertson    01284 735848                 annerobertson208@gmail.com
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Cllr Karen Soons

karen.soons@suffolk.gov.uk
April 2025 Parish Newsletter
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Page 3 - 97.5% of pupils receive a place at one of their preferred Secondary Schools on National Offer Day

This year parents and carers of 97.5% of children were offered a place on National Offer Day at one of their three preferred schools and 91.9% were offered a place at their first preference school.

 

Page 3 - Council continues to oppose pylons in final round of consultations

Suffolk County Council maintains that more can, and should, be done to improve National Grid’s plans for their Norwich to Tilbury pylon project.

 

Page 5 - Council fears pace of decision for large solar farm in north Suffolk

Suffolk County Council is calling on communities impacted by the proposed EcoPower solar farm, to act with urgency, and join the council in opposing the scheme.

 

Page 6 - Suffolk County Council confirms decision to bring Library Services back In-House

Suffolk County Council has confirmed that it will be bringing all 45 libraries back under its care and control.  

 

Page 8 - New Travel Toolkit to give young people the confidence to travel independently

A new Travel Toolkit has been launched to help young people to feel confident to travel independently on public transport.

 

Page 9 - One new council is the best option for Suffolk

A plan setting out the significant benefits of scrapping Suffolk’s six councils and replacing them with just one new authority has been agreed by councillors.

 

Page 10 - 200 new specialist SEND places for Suffolk

The creation of 200 new specialist places across the county for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is set to be considered by Suffolk County Council’s cabinet.

 

Page 11 - Suffolk Archives exhibition in the running for international award

The Arrivals: Celebrating Migration to Suffolk exhibition, curated by Suffolk Archives, had been nominated for Community Engagement Programme of the Year at the prestigious 23rd annual Museums + Heritage Awards.

 

Page 12 - Locations in Suffolk announced as the first to become part of the Plug In Suffolk Car Club

Ten locations across Suffolk will be fitted with electric cars that can be booked out by drivers in the community by the minute, hour or day.

 

Page 14 - Extra £9 million will fund new places for pupils with SEND

Hundreds of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in Suffolk are set to benefit from new government funding.

97.5% of pupils receive a place at one of their preferred Secondary Schools on National Offer Day

This year parents and carers of 97.5% of children were offered a place on National Offer Day at one of their three preferred schools and 91.9% were offered a place at their first preference school.

Suffolk County Council received 7831 applications from parents and carers indicating which secondary school they would prefer their child to transfer to in September 2025.

Families who applied online can log in to the online service from today to see the school their child has been offered. They will also receive an email to confirm this offer unless they have indicated that they do not wish to. Letters will be sent to parents who made a paper application by second class post on the 3rd of March 2025.

Councillor Andrew Reid, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Education and SEND, said:

“It is really positive that once again the majority of families have been offered a place at one of their preferred secondary schools. We do appreciate that not all families will have received a place at their preferred school. If this is the case and a parent or carer’s preference for a Suffolk school has been refused, their child’s name will automatically be added to the waiting list for that school. Parents and carers will also be advised how to lodge an appeal should they wish to do so.”

Published criteria were used to decide which children had priority for school places to ensure that the process was fair and clear.

Once school places have been confirmed, parents and carers need to consider how their child will get to and from school. If their child is eligible for Suffolk County Council funded school travel, they will receive an email by Thursday 3 April 2025 with details of how-to opt-in and when.

Further information on secondary school admissions can be found at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions.

Council continues to oppose pylons in final round of consultations

Suffolk County Council maintains that more can, and should, be done to improve National Grid’s plans for their Norwich to Tilbury pylon project.

A final round of consultation for the project in Suffolk has now been completed (3 March 2025), ahead of an expected Development Consent Order application later this year.

The county council has welcomed a series of changes to the latest set of plans, evidence that National Grid has listened to some of the council’s concerns and those of local communities.

However fundamental differences remain, with the council clear that offshore and undergrounding solutions should be priorities for the scheme.

One particular blow came at the beginning of this latest consultation, with National Grid writing to local leaders in Norfolk and Suffolk saying that there would be no undergrounding in the Waveney Valley.

Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, said:

“We are bitterly disappointed that pylons are still the go-to solution for this project, and particularly those destined to cut across the Waveney Valley’s valued landscape, rather than going underground, or ideally offshore. We still firmly contend that less damaging alternatives to the project have not been properly considered.

“Despite making clear our overall opposition to the scheme, we have influenced some alterations proposed by National Grid, such as the undergrounding of smaller pylons, owned by UK Power Networks in some places, such as the Burgate area, which will reduce the visual and landscape impact and protect the operations of local airfields.

“At the next stage of the process, when the Planning Inspectorate is presented with the plans, we will continue to pursue our preferences for no pylons at all, to make the scheme better and safer for our communities.

“But should pylons ultimately be given the go-ahead across Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex, despite our opposition, we will continue to work with National Grid to make sure communities are fairly treated and compensated – something which has not yet been evident.”

One of the considerable changes that the county council believes is possible in the current set of plans, is the option to remove some existing powerlines between Bramford and Lawford.

The county council believes that National Grid, UK Power Networks and the regulator, Ofgem, should work together to investigate removing this line, which goes through two National Landscapes and passes close by the iconic Willy Lott’s cottage at Flatford.

Suffolk County Council’s response to the latest, and previous, consultations can be found at suffolk.gov.uk

According to National Grid’s website, they intend to submit a Development Consent Order application to the Planning Inspectorate for the Norwich to Tilbury project some time in 2025.

Council fears pace of decision for large solar farm in north Suffolk

Suffolk County Council is calling on communities impacted by the proposed EcoPower solar farm, to act with urgency, and join the council in opposing the scheme.

· Unprecedented pace of planning application

· Inappropriate proposal which could take out quality farmland

· Serious concerns for welfare of local communities

The 250-megawatt solar farm and battery energy storage system will be spread out over 1,500 acres at multiple sites around Yaxley, Brome, Gislingham, Mellis, Eye and Occold.

EcoPower is proposing the bare minimum of engagement and is likely to submit its application to the Planning Inspectorate in around 12 months from now.

This means, unusually, that residents will have just two opportunities in the coming months to have their say. The first of these two is a non-statutory consultation, launched on 10 March. A statutory consultation will follow.

The council fears that communities won’t have enough time to familiarise themselves with the planning process, understand the potential impacts of the project, do their research, and make their points – unfortunately, it is not enough to simply state opposition to the project in a consultation response.

Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reform and Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, said:

“The speed at which this proposal is moving is frightening for us as statutory consultees, as well as for local communities. It could also set a worrying precedent for future NSIP projects.

“As an example, the Sunnica solar farm, which was opposed by Suffolk County Council, took around six years from being launched, to being approved. The EcoPower project could be wrapped in as little as two years.

“This hurried process adds pressure on the county council, as well as communities, as it will require significant additional resources and staff to manage - on top of the other energy projects and NSIPs that we are already dealing with.

“This breakneck speed is no doubt influenced by the government’s unrealistic obsession to decarbonise our electricity supply by 2030. They must slow down to allow for proper planning, coordination of energy projects, and fair treatment of communities.”

The county council is formally opposed solar farm proposals that remove the top grades of agricultural land.

Independently conducted assessments will be required to provide reassurance that Suffolk’s best farmland will not be used, and put food security at risk.

The council also has a preference for rooftop-before-rural solar development and expects that solar developers should rule out any links to forced labour in their supply chains.

There are also serious concerns for the welfare of those in the communities affected by the proposed scheme. Such projects can change ways of life forever for those living near the proposed sites.

Councillors have seen first-hand, the stress and worry brought by the sudden announcement of a huge infrastructure projects. This is something that should not be underestimated, and should be recognised by a project promoter.

Cllr Rout continues:

“We will do what we can to support communities through the planning process, and we are currently writing to parish and town councils.

“However from my early meetings with EcoPower, I am concerned that they are not taking seriously the very real mental wellbeing impacts of their proposal.

“Local residents are foremost in my thoughts, and I have already met with some who have seen a real impact on house prices and sales in the area. This takes a huge toll on individuals and families, and EcoPower has a duty of care to our communities and needs to step up in this regard.

“It is a real concern that the Secretary of State will just wave through this project, as he did with Sunnica, despite the Planning Inspectorate’s recommendation not to proceed. But local communities must engage with the process and make their concerns known.

“I urge people to act quickly, and contribute fully and effectively to the consultation, before it closes on 18 April.”

Suffolk County Council has created a number of online resources to support communities who are facing planning proposals for these nationally significant infrastructure projects. These are available at www.suffolk.gov.uk

The EcoPower Suffolk consultation is available at www.ecopowersuffolk.com

Suffolk County Council confirms decision to bring Library Services back In-House

Suffolk County Council has confirmed that it will be bringing all 45 libraries back under its care and control. The decision, made at the Cabinet meeting earlier in March, will ensure continued access to high-quality, community-focused library services across the county. As part of this move, the council plans to:

· Keep all 45 libraries open

· Maintain opening hours

· Create job security for all frontline staff

· Secure a sustainable future for Suffolk’s library services

In addition to continuing its core library services, the council is investing £200,000 in mobile libraries, with a further £157,000 for new books and to replace public computers in libraries across Suffolk.

Libraries have long been at the heart of Suffolk’s communities. They are essential spaces for learning, connection, and support, and the council is committed to ensuring they remain hubs that bring people together. The focus is on building upon the excellent services already provided, strengthening libraries' role as trusted local resources that meet the evolving needs of residents.

Looking to the future, Suffolk County Council envisions libraries becoming even more integrated into the wider community, serving as convenient access points for a range of essential council services. This includes providing information and support around Adult Social Care, offering health and social care services, facilitating Family Hub activities, and promoting digital inclusion. The aim is to make it easier for residents to access vital services and support, all within the welcoming, familiar setting of their local library.

Cllr Philip Faircloth Mutton, Cabinet Member for Environment, Communities and Equality said:

“This was an incredibly difficult, but important decision for the future of our Library Service.

“Libraries are more than just places to borrow books—they are community spaces where people can access vital services, learn new skills, and build connections.

“With this decision, we are securing a bright future for all 45 libraries across the county, ensuring they remain accessible, vibrant, and sustainable for generations to come.”

Suffolk County Council would like to express its sincere gratitude to Suffolk Libraries, who have run the library contract for the past 12 years. Their passion and hard work have been integral to the success of library services in the county, and the council appreciates all they have done to support local communities. We look forward to welcoming library staff back into the county council and continuing to support them in delivering outstanding services to the public.

We would also like to thank the 1,250 volunteers whose commitment has been essential in delivering high-quality services to residents across Suffolk. As we transition the library service back under council control, we remain fully committed to working with our volunteers. Their invaluable contributions will continue to play a central role in the future of our libraries, and we are excited to explore new opportunities to expand volunteer involvement.

The library service will officially return to Suffolk County Council control on 1st June 2025.

New Travel Toolkit to give young people the confidence to travel independently

A new Travel Toolkit has been launched to help young people to feel confident to travel independently on public transport.

The Independent Travel Toolkit is a website designed to assist young people in learning the skills needed for independent travel, featuring guidance for parents, guardians, carers, schools, and the young travelers themselves.

This week marks Neurodiversity Awareness Week (17th-23rd March) which highlights the importance of being inclusive within our schools and communities to people who are neurodivergent - who think and learn a little differently than most people, such as young people with ADHD, Autism or Dyslexia.

Using public transport can often be a challenge for neurodivergent young people.

The Independent Travel Toolkit has been designed and developed over the past year, in collaboration with young people and parents and carers. Development of the toolkit has been assisted by Suffolk County Council’s Passenger Transport team colleagues from the Essex County Council Suffolk Travel Training team, Suffolk County Council Children’s and Young People Services, representatives from the Suffolk Parent Carer Forum, and students and staff from Suffolk New College Rural.

Cllr Chris Chambers, Cabinet Member for Transport Strategy, Planning and Waste, said:

“We know that using public transport for the first time is something that can seem daunting for a young person. The Independent Travel Toolkit has been designed to equip young people with everything they need to feel more confident to travel independently, reducing their reliance on others while expanding their opportunities. Whether you’re starting to travel independently or need guidance, you’ll find useful tools to ensure a safe and successful journey, and we hope the toolkit will encourage more young people to use public transport.”

The Travel Toolkit website offers young people a range of useful tools and advice to help them:

· learn about travelling own their own

· prepare for journeys and what to do if things don’t go to plan

· feel more confident about using public transport.

There is also useful information to guide parents and carers, and professionals who support a young person.

A short film has been released which forms part of the toolkit, in collaboration with students and staff at Suffolk New College Rural. The video explains in simple steps how to plan and prepare for a bus journey.

Watch the film here: How to catch a Bus. 

We would like for you to feel happy and confident riding the bus in Suffolk. Follow the steps in this video to help you have a safe and successful bus journey, wherever you want to go.

The Independent Travel Toolkit has been funded through the Department for Transport’s Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP).

The toolkit is designed to engage, inform and educate young bus users of the future which aligns with BSIP goals.

To find out more, visit: www.independenttraveltoolkit.com

One new council is the best option for Suffolk

Suffolk County Council’s cabinet has approved an interim plan for local government reorganisation in Suffolk which will be submitted to ministers. A full business case will be submitted in September 2025, following extensive engagement with residents, town and parish councils, businesses and local organisations.

· Local Government Reorganisation in Suffolk - Interim Plan

The key benefits of one council are: 

· Simpler for residents – one council would make it easier to understand and contact local government

· Clearer accountability – there would be less confusion over who is responsible for what

· Better use of funding – a more coherent, strategic, financially sustainable, county-wide approach to budgeting

· Safer services - less risk of breaking up critical services like social care and better alignment with other agencies like health and the police

· Better alignment of services – since everything is under one roof, services can be more easily coordinated, creating opportunities to improve services for residents

· More efficient decision-making – with just one council, decisions can be made more quickly

· Connected to and empowering residents - providing both the most straightforward and accountable democratic leadership with enhanced neighbourhood and community engagement

· Stronger leadership – a single, visible and accountable body providing a clear strategic voice for Suffolk.

Speaking about Suffolk itself, Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for devolution, local government reform and NSIPs, said:

“When people visit Suffolk, it’s hard not to fall in love with it. Indeed, if you’re lucky enough to live and work here, that love grows strong, anchoring people, families and businesses for generations.

“Whether you’re looking for a place for your children to go to school, a forever home or a location from which to do business, Suffolk gives you options. Sea views, rolling fields, big skies, quiet villages, market towns and bustling urban centres. Although different from each other, our areas exist as part of a coherent and historic geographical area.

“We are proud of Ipswich, our county town. But so are we of the many other places, large and small, that make Suffolk the cohesive place it is. There is, without doubt, a spirit or force that’s hard to describe that connects and unites our great and special county.”

Analysis carried out nationally by the County Council Network has demonstrated that a single unitary council for Suffolk would have a recurring financial benefit of almost £26 million a year – with the net benefit after 5 years being over £103 million. Local analysis of data suggests that the national figures are reasonable.

Speaking about the one council proposal, Cllr Rout said:

“All the evidence shows that one council for Suffolk is the only viable option to deliver significant savings that can be reinvested into frontline services, financial sustainability and maximum clarity and accountability. This is clearly demonstrated in our interim plan and will be expanded upon in the final business case in September.

“The latest independent analysis makes it clear that having a single council for Suffolk will save the most money which can be reinvested into frontline public services that benefit residents, while having three councils would cost the taxpayer more than the current 50-year-old system. The funding could be reinvested in services like pothole repairs, waste collection and disposal, housing, social care, planning, leisure, school placements and travel and street cleaning.

“There’s been talk of creating three unitary councils for Suffolk, including a Greater Ipswich. But that model is without credibility and is financially ruinous. We want to deliver the best possible opportunity to Ipswich and all our market towns and rural communities. The only way to do that is as one Suffolk. A Greater Ipswich would be in financial peril from day one, threatening the very services we want to protect.

“But this isn’t just about money, it’s about people too. A single council will absolutely be able to reflect and serve the whole of Suffolk, and our plans will clearly show how local priorities and residents’ voices can and will be central to decision making.

“If we’re going to create a truly sustainable and effective council structure for Suffolk, then one new council is not just the only viable option, but also the best one.”

200 new specialist SEND places for Suffolk

The creation of 200 new specialist places across the county for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is set to be considered by Suffolk County Council’s cabinet.

An extra 100 places could open this year, and another 100 new places by September 2026, with future plans being drawn up. These places will be spread across Suffolk and tailored to meet need and demand.

The plan to be presented to cabinet next Tuesday <April 1> outlines how £18.6million could best be spent to support the growing population of SEND children and young people who need specialist education. Over the last five years, Suffolk pupils accessing special schools and units attached to mainstream schools has increased by over 40%.

The proposal includes £3million to be spent on small groups and units in mainstream schools from September 2025 and £12million to be spent on developing satellite units linked to existing special schools across Suffolk from September 2026. The remaining £3.6million is earmarked for further SEND provision.

In the past five years, 1,025 new specialist SEND places across Suffolk have been agreed.

Andrew Reid, cabinet member for education and SEND at Suffolk County Council, said:

“We know the importance of making sure that children are in the right provision for their needs at the right time. We haven’t always got this right and keeping up with the ask for new places is challenging, and costly, but we continue to revisit our plans and redirect resources when needed.

“It’s reassuring to see the level of support we get from headteachers who are willing to open specialist units linked to their mainstream schools. We remain thankful for these offers.”

On top of these new 200 places, future plans will continue to be drawn up. Using the recently published Joint SEND Needs Assessment report, work is underway to create a Joint SEND Sufficiency Plan, written in conjunction with health, social care, inclusion and transport. This will establish how future Department for Education SEND capital money should be spent.

These plans will be discussed at the cabinet meeting on Tuesday April 1st at 2pm. Read the Cabinet papers.

Suffolk Archives exhibition in the running for international award

The Arrivals: Celebrating Migration to Suffolk exhibition, curated by Suffolk Archives, had been nominated for Community Engagement Programme of the Year at the prestigious 23rd annual Museums + Heritage Awards.

The free exhibition was made possible by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, with Suffolk Archives working closely with community groups to bring it to life.

It explored historical and contemporary migration experiences to Suffolk since the end of World War II. This included oral history recordings, stories of migrant entrepreneurs, and archive materials from the Ipswich and Suffolk Council for Racial Equality. Visitors learned about Jewish refugees, Polish soldier Marion Laskowski, the Windrush generation, and saw examples of traditional clothing from around the world.

The exhibition also featured a community art installation, The Journey, created in collaboration with local groups, artists, and schools. The installation consisted of 125 birds, made from sustainably sourced plywood, each decorated to represent a unique migration story. The flock is currently on display at The Hold.

Councillor Philip Faircloth-Mutton, Cabinet Member for Environment, Communities and Equality said:

"I am delighted that Arrivals: Celebrating Migration to Suffolk has been nominated for Community Engagement Programme of the Year at the Museums + Heritage Awards.

“This nomination reflects the incredible collaboration between Suffolk Archives, local community groups, and artists. It’s a wonderful acknowledgment of how migration stories have shaped our county’s history and brought together diverse voices in a meaningful way."

Anna Preedy, Director of Museums + Heritage Awards, said:

“This year’s shortlist truly reflects the breadth and depth of the cultural sector and its determination to deliver first-class visitor experiences for all.”

The global awards celebrate the very best in the world of museums, galleries, and cultural and heritage visitor attractions. This year’s shortlist includes entrants from across the UK and 14 other countries ranging from Norway and Egypt to Australia.

‘Arrivals’ is competing alongside exhibitions from Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust, Manchester Museum, The Landmark Trust, and Historic England. The winners will be announced on 15th of May.

Suffolk Archives’ latest exhibition is Departures, which explores emigration from Suffolk. It runs at The Hold, on Ipswich’s Waterfront, until 31st of May, with a programme of tie-in events. Visit www.suffolkarchives.co.uk for more details.

Locations in Suffolk announced as the first to become part of the Plug In Suffolk Car Club

Ten locations across Suffolk will be fitted with electric cars that can be booked out by drivers in the community by the minute, hour or day.

Two cars will be placed at each of the following locations and local residents will receive free membership to the Car Club as well as credit added to their account:

· Ann Street, Ipswich

· Norfolk Road, Ipswich

· Norwich Road, Lowestoft

· Cannon Street, Bury St Edmunds

· Crown Street, Stowmarket

· Castle Street, Woodbridge

· Granary Road, Newmarket

· Station Yard Car Park, Needham Market

· Maiden Way Car Park, Hadleigh

· Girling Street Car Park, Sudbury

With a further location under review for addition to the scheme in Leiston. Visit the Plug in Suffolk Car Club website to stay up to date with the latest news on the project.

From this summer, residents and visitors across Suffolk will be able to book the cars through Co Wheels by phone, website or app.

Car Clubs have already been successfully trialled in other parts of the country and have been found to have many benefits including:

· Less petrol and diesel cars on the road which improves air quality and reduces parking pressure

· Lower costs for families by providing a convenient alternative to owning your own car or second car

· Better access to electric vehicles for all in the community

· Support for local businesses who can sign up to the scheme as a business to provide clean transport for their staff

An initial 18-month trial will determine the appetite for a wider scheme across the county so we could see electric community vehicles rolled out to more locations in Suffolk in the future. This innovative project is funded by Suffolk’s public sector organisations and managed by Suffolk County Council with additional charge point funding provided by the Department for Transport’s On Street Residential ChargePoint Scheme (ORCS).

On the ground, the Car Clubs themselves will be delivered by Co Wheels and the chargepoints provided by Connected Kerb and, for those in their area, Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council.

Providing Suffolk residents with access to electric community vehicles is just one part of the wider plan to transform Suffolk into a net zero county. You can find out more about this on the Green Suffolk website.

To stay up to date with the project, sign up to the mailing list or send your questions to the Suffolk County Council Car Clubs team at carclubs@suffolk.gov.uk.

Richard Falconer, Head of Mobility at Co Wheels, said:

"We’re excited to expand the Co Wheels network across Suffolk. This expansion marks an important step in our mission to provide sustainable and flexible transport options to communities across the UK. With Co Wheels, residents can save money, reduce their carbon footprint and enjoy greater transport flexibility— all without the financial and environmental costs of car ownership.

"We look forward to working closely with Suffolk’s public sector organisations, local businesses and community groups to make a positive contribution to Suffolk’s sustainability goals and its vision for cleaner, greener towns and cities."

Councillor Gerald Kelly, Chair of the Suffolk Councils’ Environment Portfolio Holders’ Group, said:

"I am thrilled that drivers across Suffolk will be able to access this new fleet of all electric vehicles. I encourage all drivers living near these locations to sign up for the scheme. Not only do these cars provide a cost-effective method of transport for residents in the surrounding areas, but they also help to keep those rarely needed second petrol and diesel vehicles off the roads which improves air quality for all.

"Plug In Suffolk Car Clubs are one way in which we are delivering on the Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan by providing low carbon transport solutions. These community vehicles enable individuals, families and businesses to get involved with our mission to create a net zero Suffolk."

News release issued on behalf of Creating the Greenest County partners.

Extra £9 million will fund new places for pupils with SEND

Hundreds of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in Suffolk are set to benefit from new government funding.

It has been announced that Suffolk will receive £9,441,348 from the Department for Education to invest in new SEND school places.

Plans will now be drawn up by the Local Area SEND Partnership.

This funding is in addition to the 200 new SEND places that Suffolk County Council’s cabinet will discuss on Tuesday 1st of April.

Andrew Reid, Cabinet Member for Education and SEND at Suffolk County Council, said: 

“This investment is a welcome addition for Suffolk’s children and young people, and their families.

“In the last five years, we have agreed 1,025 new specialist places. However, our analysis tells us we must continue to invest in new places to keep up with demand. This new funding will support that growth.”

Using the recently published Joint SEND Needs Assessment Report, work is underway to create a Joint SEND Sufficiency Plan, written in conjunction with health, social care, inclusion and transport. This will establish how this new money should be spent.

The additional funding, announced on Thursday by the Department for Education, is from the High Needs Provision Capital Allocation and awarded to all local authorities across England. In total, the East of England will receive £126.6 million which will fund around 1,000 places for children with SEND.

The Local Area Partnership, which delivers SEND services in the county, is made up of Suffolk County Council, the NHS Suffolk and North East Essex Integrated Care Board (ICB) and NHS Norfolk and Waveney ICB, the Suffolk Parent Carer Forum and education settings.
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For Parish Council AGM

 It’s been a strange first year for me as Chair of WCA. Taking over from our fabulous Chair Sue Perkins has been a challenge. The income from events held this year has totalled over £9,000. The hall hire also totals over £9,000. We’ve has many more children's parties this year and we have a new booking, starting in June for an Art School to run classes. 

The bottle banks have created nearly £560 in revenue alone, I’m not sure what that says about our village!!! Advertisements in the Newsletter have provided and income of £1,270 for the WCA. Mant thanks to the Parish Council for supporting us with the newsletter. The Parish Council have also helped with a grant from the local council to supply Wi-Fi to the centre and this seems to very much appreciated buy those who are booking the hall. We are awaiting solar panels for the roof of the community centre. This should help with ongoing and increasing fuel costs. 

The WCA are working on installing much improved lighting in the carpark. Some areas get very dark in the late nights. Thank you to Garry Corcoran, Dereck King and Kevin eMayes for supporting us with this. We have sold the unused carpet bowls and installed a new large projector screen which is already up and in use. We have also purchased a new microphone and BBQ. It's our hope to update the committee room this year. 

Many thanks to Sylvie & Mark Haly who have supplied us with some fabulous, preloved furniture to fit it out. Thanks also To Di, Rebecca & my poor son Jacob, who did the road trip to collect from Stevenage whilst i drove a massive Luton Van for the first time ever! We had some great help too loading and unloading. We are very grateful. 

The play area has been updated and fixed recently at a cost of £3,053.52 but the play inspector is happy with the work done. Finally, just some thanks for those who we just couldn't run the community centre without your ongoing help and support. 

Dereck King our electrical saviour. He is absolutely the best and we really appreciate him! The doughnut boys are another saving grace...thank you all and I'm sorry Di nags you so much. Thanks to Ian Lambert who supports our accounting and to Lee & Hana at The White Horse for all they have done over the years. How are we going to survive without our on-tap beer and Lee’s amazing, caramelised onions!! 

Finally, that you to the WCA committee, without out you, it would be a very quiet village. So many, many thanks to Di, who has become my left-hand woman and has guided me through this new challenge, Wendy, Julie, Rebecca, Garry, Gillian and Richard. If anyone would like to joing the comittee they are very welcome!!!
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CSW has been out and about this year with the help of our new volunteers Ian Kitson and Baber and of course Vicki. The speed gun issued to us last year is much more efficient in its operation and more comfortable to use.  



Last year the prospect of some traffic calming measures was muted and the possible erection of white gates being situated at the four village access roads. Some costs were looked into but apparently deemed too expensive and would not fully serve or benefit the whole community.  It is hoped this will be looked at again with more favour in the near future when/if the PC are able to secure an income from the new proposed solar panel development.  



A recent survey in March by the highways department at the Hartest end of the village has just been completed, its aim was to access if a new 40mph speed limit could be placed before the current village 30 limit in an attempt to slow the traffic sooner. 

It seems however that the criteria was not met and this will no longer be an option.  They did however recommend that a request be sent to the local police speed control officer to see if they come more frequently than they currently do.  

The data they published showed an average of 1163 northbound vehicles per day passed the monitor, based over a 7 days average. Speed varied from 380 vehicles between

30-35mph and a further 130 vehicles between 35-40mph.   

Looking back at the collected data from the VAS, the volume has steadily increased

over the last 2 year from an average per day northbound count of 718 in March 2023 to 1163 vehicles in March 2025.   



VAS/SID 

The VAS will continue to be used at the three locations along the B1066 with the council ANPR machine at the church end of the village, although it is not known how long this council initiative will be running for as it was originally set up for a trial period. 

   

POLICE SPEED CONTROL 

The Police speed control officer has now been operating at the bottom of the hill near owl cottage, the frequency of visits is not known, but they are very much appreciated and welcome anytime. 



If anyone can spare the odd hour or two to support the CSW team that would be great, please give it some thought, the evenings are getting lighter and the weather is really favourable, any day is possible even weekends if that works better.  Please contact PC for details



Thank you and drive safely 

The CSW team 


