WHEPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
held in the Community Centre on 
Friday April 24th 2015 at 7.30pm

Attendees: 

Parish Councillors:          		  	Public:
Cllr. Graham O’Dell (Chair)
Cllr. Mike Morris (Vice Chair)		Phil Robertson       	Anne Robertson
Cllr. Nigel Aitkens				Jill Harper		Susan Quay
Cllr. Stanley Durrant        			Linda Smith		Terry Smith
Cllr. Elizabeth Nutt				Steve Nutt		Shirley Murray
Cllr. Rob Murray				Keith Feakes		Sara Feakes
						Viv Clements		Linda O’Dell
Guests:					Annie Wilkinson	Harry Edrich
SCC - Cllr. Terry Clements			Di Howe		Deborah Stratford
Borough - Cllr. Angela Rushen		Steve Bonney
CAB – Jane Ballard
Hips n’ Haws – Florence Roby

Clerk:	
Di Rix 
							
INTRODUCTION

The Chairman, Cllr. Graham O’Dell, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. He then pointed out the position of fire exits.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were accepted from the following: Mary Long and James Reynolds.

2. MINUTES OF THE 2014 ANNUAL MEETING 

The minutes of the last annual meeting had been circulated to those present. It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr Nutt and resolved that the minutes of the annual meeting held on April 25th 2014 be taken as read and confirmed. 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

None 





4. PRESENTATION BY JANE BALLARD, DISTRICT MANAGER OF SUFFOLK WEST’S CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU.

Ms Ballard thanked the Parish Council, which annually makes a small donation to support the work of the CAB, which started on the day that war broke out as a provider of information for people helping them to fill in ration books etc. They were set up in horse boxes/village halls and have had, she said, a chequered history since then. 
Over the past 20 years a federation of individual CAB’s has become established set up by communities which seek their own funding. She said that lots of people think the CAB is a government organisation but it gets no direct funding. 
Bury St Edmunds CAB was set up fifty years ago. She said it was the first port of call for people needing help with anything. They have a team of volunteer case workers, one a consumer specialist, another a financial specialist, one who deals with child support (who has been doing the job for over 15 years) plus specialists in housing and employment. These take on more in-depth work. 
Often people have mental health issues or language issues. Most of the problems they deal with are to do with benefits and debt. In the past five years they have tried to take some preventative/pre-emptive measures by working with people in hostels, women’s refuges, schools etc. on money management and budgeting. She said that people’s levels of debt are terrifying. Last year they dealt with £2.5m worth of personal debt and helped people gain £850,000 worth of Government benefits.
She said rarely does the CAB lose advisers as people see it as a way of giving back to their communities. She gave details of some of the work that they have been dealing with including helping a woman who had been scammed to the tune of £35,000 by people who’d told her she’d won the Spanish Lottery. The local credit union (a grass roots alternative to the big banks) with which they are involved, is going from strength to strength.
Di Howe mentioned how her 82year old sister-in-law was being scammed and she was urged to report it to the CAB or trading standards. 

5. REPORT BY BOROUGH COUNCILLOR ANGELA RUSHEN (report attached)

Cllr Rushen said she was happy to have been re-elected for five years and would be happy to help anyone within her ward irrespective of their political persuasion. She urged anyone with funding needs to contact her as she had £2,500 to spend on local projects. Rob Murray asked about Vision 2031 and whether St Edmundsbury Council was looking at Park & Ride. Cllr Rushen said that Vision 2031 was due for a review in the summer. Cllr Clements said that the impact of Park & Ride would be to treble costs.

6. REPORT BY COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY CLEMENTS (report attached)

Cllr. Clements suggested that Parish Council urge villagers to lock their doors as he had been shocked, when out canvassing, by how many opportunities he had had to steal from unlocked homes.
Steve Nutt asked about the fantastic Folly Lane upgrade when many much more used roads were in a terrible state. Cllr Clements said that the Highways department looked to be getting a long overdue shake up. So hopefully things will improve on that front. 

7. REPORTS BY POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS RYAN WILSON AND CLAIRE FULLER 

None.

8. REPORT BY FLORENCE ROBY HIPS N’ HAWS

Mrs Roby said that the group had started seven years ago as a result of mourners at Stan Carter’s funeral complaining that they only ever met at those sorts of occasions. She said that Haws – represented the Hawthorn, the blossom of youth - and Hips – age and maturity. She said that the group met every month and in the past seven years they had only had two outside speakers. She said they were planning a village calendar for Xmas and that she would love the support of the village in setting up a self-help network, whereby the older generation (who can find life isolating and can no longer get away with not using a computer) have a volunteer near-neighbour willing to help them get online. She suggested that we had a rota of volunteers that people could call on. All agreed it was a good idea and something that Cllr Rushen might be able to help fund.  

9. REPORTS BY PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Nutt said that the many and varied clubs in the village were thriving. Book club is full and so the seven wanting to join have formed a second club. The first meeting of a new art club was well attended and will meet fortnightly in her shed/art studio.
The walking group – which keeps many of the footpaths clear – now has 14/16 regulars, while History Group is supported by a small, but interested, group of people who are recording memories and changes in the village and archiving them. A programme of events is planned.
Cllr Aitkens said that William Flack Place had opened on schedule and congratulated everyone involved. The development had been well received and was welcomed by all. He said it would always be the case that priority for the houses would go to locals.
Cllr O’Dell thanked the landowners Mr & Mrs Cutting for their generosity in allowing a new footpath at the bottom of Church Hill alongside the river. He said that the County Council had been sceptical about plans at first, but thanks to a working party of volunteers who have cleared trees and undergrowth, they have been convinced that the footpath - which would create a circular walk and link the path to Fern Hill - will be an asset to the village and is prepared to take it on.
He said that Cllr Clements had generously donated money from his Locality Budget and the Cuttings the same.
There is lots of form filling ahead and a mapping officer needs to be allocated and lots of public and legal notices will have to be filed before it becomes official. But the Cuttings are happy for people to start using the footpath, although it must be remembered that it is not an official right of way as yet. 
Cllr MM said that superfast broadband was on its way. Phase 2 starts in October and Jonathan Chown, SCC’s business development specialist, says he expects us to be at the front of that, so hopefully things will improve by Xmas. 
Cllr Aitkens asked if it would be delivered on poles. Cllr MM said he expected it to be delivered underground. 
Cllr Aitkens mentioned that four councillors were retiring this year. He said that although Cllr Maddever had served only one term he had been fantastic and had made a great contribution. Following Angelina Johnson’s death he has taken on the chairmanship of the WCA committee. He also thanked Cllr Nutt who has served for nine years and Cllr O’Dell and said that both would leave a big gap to fill on the Council. Of Cllr Murray - who has served as both chairman and councillor for 25 years – he said that his knowledge and guidance would be sorely missed and said we had lost four excellent members. 
Cllr Nutt pointed out that she is continuing with her clubs and groups and with Speed Watch in the village. She said that 30mph stickers - that could be put on wheelie bins as a speed calming measure on bin days - were available through her at £1 a sticker. Obviously they could only be used in 30mph zones in the village. She said a new site in Rectory Road had now been approved for Speed Watch monitors to operate with their speed gun. 
Di Howe thanked Parish Council for its contribution to the printing of the newsletter.
  
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None

11. CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY

Cllr O’Dell thanked everyone for attending. He said that Cllrs Aitkens, Durrant and Morris were staying on Parish Council and that Anne Robertson and David Till had been elected unopposed. So there would be a vacancy for two more councillors. He urged anyone interested to contact the clerk. 
He again thanked his fellow retiring councillors mentioning that his 7/8 years (5 as chair) paled into insignificance compared to Rob’s 25 years and Lizzie’s 9 years. 
He thanked Deborah Stratford for editing the newsletter so well, Jane Alfred for co-ordinating Speed Watch and the Clerk for her work.
  
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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