Draft Minutes of the Meeting

of the Whepstead Parish Council on

Wednesday April 7th at 7pm 2025

Attendees:	Councillors 		Cllr. Corcoran (chair)
Cllr. Nutt
Cllr. Aitkens
Cllr. Skeels
Cllr. Quince
Member of the Public			Bobby Bennett
Clerk 					Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
County Cllr. Soons; District Cllr. Pugh; parish councillors Maddever and Sergent
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report 
None
County Councillor’s Report
Annual report circulated before the meeting
Public Forum
County Councillor Bobby Bennett introduced herself as the candidate hoping to take over from Cllr. Soons at the May 7th elections. Following electoral boundary changes, her Clare division now covered from Wixoe in the south to Sicklesmere in the north. 
Planning Applications 
DC/26/0512/TCA – Whepstead Hall, Bury Road
Councillors supported the application to fell one hawthorn as its low hanging branch was considered dangerous. 
DC/26/0421/VAR – Land adj. to Dovedon Hall, Chedburgh Road
Variation of condition 2 of DC/23/0959/FUL to allow use of amended plans for two dwellings and detached double garage (following demolition of existing agricultural building) Councillors had no objections to the application to remove an old agricultural building which was ugly and would not convert well. There was an 8 week call for sites with potential for development in West Suffolk in progress. It closed on May 20th. Potential Whepstead sites discussed. Clerk to mention it in the newsletter and report planning decisions.  
Minutes of the Meeting held on March 11th 2026
It was proposed by Cllr. Corcoran and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the minutes were a true record and they were duly signed. 
Matters arising from the meeting on March 11th 2026
The village sign was still waiting for Mark Warnes and Kevin Mayes to find time to make a socket for the post. Agreed that as it had been down for at least 18 months, if it hadn’t been done in a month, the PC should consider outsourcing the work. Cllr. Nutt had spoken to a William Flack resident who confirmed that the Chaffeys had moved from there to a home, so contrary to advice from West Suffolk Council there had been a tenancy change since 2014. Clerk to find out which housing association took over from Suffolk Housing and speak to them about notifying the PC when properties became available.  
Clerk’s Report 
Clerk to mention help available for those in fuel hardship in the newsletter. 
Finance 
Invoice for payment: Clerk’s fees (Jan-Mar) £1,280.36; Clerk’s exes (Jan-Mar) £205.41; HMRC tax (Jan-Mar) £372.78; Di Rix (reimbursement for overdue 3rd ¼ tax) £316.27; McGregor Services (grass cutting) £192.
It was proposed and seconded that the invoices be paid. The new application for a Lloyds account for the Cutting Land was ‘being processed’. Cllr. Nutt’s compensation cheque would be paid in as soon as the account was up and running. 
As the year-end bank statement hadn’t arrived, the Clerk had not completed a bank reconciliation. She would present it at the next meeting. As the PC’s annual income and expenditure was under £25,000 she would certify the council exempt from having to complete a limited assurance review with the external auditor PKF Littlejohn. She would submit an exemption certificate before June 30th. As part of the AGAR this year the PC must be compliant with Assertion 10 which meant having a .gov.uk email and ensuring the website was fully accessible. One Suffolk – the current website host – was offering an email switch service for £27.50 a year and a one-off £108 fee to ensure website compliance. Councillors agreed that initially just the PC should have a .gov.uk email and to go with One Suffolk. The PC would also have to publish an IT policy. All would need to be in place by the end of June. 
Elections
It was noted that the County Council election would be held on May 7th. Following Cllr. Maddever’s resignation the Clerk would place a co-option ad in the next newsletter. Councillors to speak to possible successors. 
Annual Parish Meeting May 8th 
Mark Christie, Head of Service (waste and street scene) would come and speak. He needed a projector and screen. Cllrs. Quince and Skeels to provide savoury snacks. The Clerk would organise wine, sweet snacks, glasses etc. Councillors would arrive early to help set up. The Clerk to ask village organisations for reports. 
Theo Cutting Field
Greene & Greene had looked over the overage paperwork and said that we would need to ask the executors for permission if we wanted to transfer the land direct to the trust. 
If the land went first to the PC and then into a trust it could become complicated and have tax consequences. Agreed that setting up a trust was probably unnecessary and expensive. The executors of Mr Cutting’s Will were giving the land to the PC. The only must was ensuring any money to do with the land was held in a separate bank account from the PC’s account. Mrs Bennett mentioned approaching a national charity Fields in Trust which could help. The Clerk to ask how Hartest Wood was held. Cllr. Aitkens to ask how Brockley held land donated to them. Seventeen more trees had been planted on the field. Watering to be discussed with Cllr. Sergent. 

Footpaths and Byways
Cllr. Nutt said he hoped to open the permissive path running around the outside of the field opposite the pub this Spring. Regarding posts, the Clerk had spoken to the Draytons about verge ownership. They had thought they owned to the middle of the road when they lived at Stonecross. Cllr. Corcoran would try again to access the Land Registry for the title deeds and speak to the Livings about liability.
Speeding 
Cllr. Nutt had been advised by Barton PC that he needed special sockets and sheer bolts that met safety standards for his 8 white gates. The company he was advised to approach - JAKS - had quoted over £1,000. He felt this was excessive. He would speak to Matthew Fox who was on holiday until April 13th. 
Regarding 30mph stickers, Matthew Fox had advised that a few PCs replacing them (with similar reflective qualities) had used a Bury St. Edmunds firm Coastline Graphics who he thought charged about £20 a sticker. Cllr. Skeels would look to clean the existing ones and check numbers required again. The Clerk had agreed with the ANPR team that they would bring their own bracket and not keep pushing our VAS post bracket out of reach of the CSW team. 
Whepstead Community Association Report 
The next event would be the wine tasting on Saturday May 16th @£20 a head. The solar panels were not far off being installed. There would be no summer fete.
Proposed Solar Farm
At a planning development control committee meeting on April 1st to discuss the solar farm application DC/26/0909/FUL, a large majority of councillors voted to reject it. It was felt that a site visit the day before had been instrumental in that. The applicants would have six months to appeal.  
Correspondence
There had been concern about animal welfare at the lorry park. This had been reported to DEFRA. It was pointed out that planning had been given for an agricultural building, not lairage.  
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming. 
Any Other Business 
Cllr. Nutt raised the issue of racist comment on the WhatsApp group. Agreed must let administrators - the Clerk or Kerry Richmond - know if there is offensive language used and they would deal with it. Advertising and the need to encourage ‘replying privately’ discussed. The use of the chapel as an alternative venue to the community centre also discussed. 


The meeting closed at 8.10pm




Signed………………………………Date……………………



