Draft Minutes of the Meeting

of the Whepstead Parish Council on

Wednesday March 11th at 7pm 2025

Attendees:	Councillors 		Cllr. Corcoran (chair)
Cllr. Nutt
Cllr. Sergent
Cllr. Aitkens
Cllr. Skeels
Cllr. Quince
Cllr. Maddever
District Councillor 			Cllr. Pugh
Clerk 					Di Rix
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	Apologies for absence 
County Cllr. Soons
Declarations of Interest
None
County Councillor’s Report
None 
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications 
DC/26/0233/TCA – St. Petronilla’s Church
Cllr. Aitkens declared an interest. Councillors had no objection to the application to raise the crown of an oak and horse chestnut to 4m above ground level.
Minutes of the Meeting held on February 11th 2026
Clerk to amend draft minutes to reflect apologies given by Cllr. Maddever ahead of the February meeting. With that amendment, it was proposed by Cllr. Nutt and seconded by Cllr. Skeels that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters arising from the meeting on February 11th 2026
The village sign was still waiting for Mark Warnes and Kevin Mayes to find time to make a socket for the post. Cllrs. Skeels and Sergent had counted 15-17 30mph speed stickers that needed replacing. Cllr. Sergent would straighten a few bent signs. Cllr. Skeels would measure the size of stickers needed and advise the Clerk who would shop around for replacements. Cllr. Aitkens felt some 30mph signs could be in a better position.
Clerk’s Report 
Further to the legality of posts on the verge at Stonecross Green, Matthew Fox said the enforcement officer would have searched Highways records and available Land Registry details to confirm that this section of the verge was private and therefore the posts were legal. He said “The Highway verge was extremely variable. In some locations Highways maintain from the carriageway edge to the boundary fence/hedge/treeline of the adjacent property. Other locations will have a mixed ownership – which can be from less than 100mm to over 10m depending on the verge in question. And in some locations the private land extends to the edge of the carriageway – so there technically is no ‘highway’ verge and this can change between properties on the same road in many instances.” Councillors sceptical. Clerk to check with previous Stonecross Green owner and potentially do a Land Registry deed search. Cllr. Sergent said the posts remain dangerous as they don’t have reflectors and the road is very dark. Regarding the requirement to alert the PC when social housing became available, Jenna Brame, West Suffolk’s Housing Enabling Officer said there was no requirement for the PC to be made aware when a property was available to be re-let nor was it something its Choice Based Lettings team did with any property. Councillors disputed this. Cllr. Nutt to speak to Daphne Rosbrooke to check of any tenant movements. The Clerk had received bus timetables from Konnect Buses. Cllr. Skeels would put some in the bus shelter. She mentioned details of a befriending service which she had circulated on WhatsApp. The Litter Pick had been a great success. Next year the risk assessment must count pickers out and in again. Cllr. Aitkens also noted that some pickers had not walked towards oncoming traffic. Clerk to mention in April’s newsletter that Andrew Maddever is stepping down from the PC.
District Councillor’s Report (Cllr. Corcoran returned to agenda item 3)
Cllr. Pugh was confident she would find a recycling speaker for the APM on May 8th. Having been moved from Thingoe South to Clare’s electoral division by the Boundary Commission (along with Nowton and Hawstead), Whepstead’s next Conservative candidate Bobby Bennett from Clare would like to come and introduce herself on April 7th. Cllr. Soons was not standing for re-election. Felt only fair to invite other county council candidates.
Finance 
Invoice for payment: SALC (6 mths payroll) £22.80
It was proposed and seconded that the bank reconciliation for February was correct and the invoice be paid. The new application for a Lloyds account for the Cutting Land was almost complete with Cllrs. Corcoran, Skeels and Quince as signatories. Cllr. Nutt had received yet another compensation cheque for £150 which was paid out to The Cutting Land Trust. The Clerk would attempt to pay this in, once the account application was complete. This would hopefully pay for around three years’ of monthly bank fees. Cllr. Nutt was hopeful that the executors were going to gift some cash to look after the land too. 

Bank balance to end February 2026
	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£3,873.83

	Savings account
	£7,760.34

	Total
	£11,634.17



Annual Parish Meeting May 8th 
Cllr. Pugh was confident of finding a speaker for the APM. Cllrs. Skeels and Quince offered to bring plates of savoury food. The Clerk would provide the wine, glasses and something sweet and invite village organisations to speak. 


Theo Cutting Field
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Nutt that the PC ask Hugo Greer-Walker of Greene & Greene to check over the engrossed copies of the Overage and Transfer document before signing. His fee would be £1,500 + VAT. Cllr. Nutt continued to receive money from people wanting trees and bulbs planting. Going forward, Cllr. Maddever agreed to help with grass cutting on the field. It was suggested that those wanting plaques could possibly put them on a board. Regarding a path to the pub, Cllr. Nutt said the path would be extended around the edge of the field. He would ask the doughnut boys to strim it in the spring. 
Footpaths and Byways
Cllr. Maddever was building a new grain store and would install temporary trackway to protect the footpath behind his house for three weeks from mid-March. Clerk to contact the Lamberts regarding a dangerous tree on their land that has been hanging over the public footpath for 2-3 years now. 
Speeding 
On behalf of Steve Bonney (CSW) the Clerk had asked Jon Shaw that when the ANPR is next put up he does not raise the bracket on the SID pole - which they use - as it is too high for him to reach without a stepladder. He asked that the ANPR dates are not published in the newsletter and said he planned to be out more with the CSW camera trying out the new sites on Rectory Road and outside Hall Farm on Bury Road. Clerk to ask for more volunteers in the newsletter. Cllr. Nutt was speaking to Gt. Barton PC about specific brackets needed for our non-standard white gates. 
Whepstead Community Association Report 
The successful hiring of the hall was discussed. The hall had been repainted, and a new indoor noticeboard was being sought. 
Proposed Solar Farm
Nothing to report
Correspondence
West Suffolk Area Forum would be online on March 19th at 7pm. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. Corcoran thanked everyone for coming. 
Any Other Business 
The Clerk reminded everyone that the April meeting would be on Tuesday 7th.


The meeting closed at 8.29pm




Signed………………………………Date……………………



