Draft Minutes of the Meeting
Of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday November 4th 2020 at 7pm (via Zoom)
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
L Smith – LS
							T Smith – TS
							G Merrett – GM
							G Corcoran – GC
							A Walsh – AW
							S Durrant – SD
		County Councillor 			K Soons – KS
		District Councillor 			M Evans – ME
		Member of the Public 			I Morrison - IM
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
None
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report (circulated before the meeting)
Cllr. ME urged councillors to get involved in the Issues and Options Local Plan Consultation and to circulate helpline numbers to villagers in lockdown. She said that car parks during Lockdown 2 would not be free as before, but refuse and recycling centres, public toilets and playgrounds would be open. Secondary school children would have to wear masks from tomorrow. Cllr ME had just won a big grant to improve children’s services by creating an alliance of services across a much wider cohort of providers. 
Regarding a planning appeal for a communications mast in the village, Cllr. NA said the planning consultant advising the applicant said moving the mast - from its sought after position next to the green box at the top of church hill – would have a detrimental effect on reception. It needed power from the green box. Cllr ME said that the PC could not resubmit an objection, but she would be surprised if the company (Harlequin Group) won their appeal if they were not willing to make changes to the original application. Cllr NA said that in return for approval of a mast in Lawshall, the village hall there had received low-cost wi-fi and he suggested if Harlequin had been more amenable and offered some benefit to Whepstead it might have had a better response. Cllr ME had been in touch with the enforcement officer who was chasing up Suffolk Timber Supplies’ agent for a retrospective planning application.  
County Councillor Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Cllr. KS said there would not be a blanket provision of free school meals during Lockdown 2 but they could be applied for. She urged villagers to get involved in the proposed cycling lanes in Bury and urged the PC to remind those told to self-isolate through Track and Trace that they could be entitled to a support payment. DR to put this in the newsletter.
Planning Applications (Cllr. NA brought forward agenda item 6)
DC/20/1679/HH – Saxham House. After discussion councillors voted to support the application for a 2 storey home officer/cartlodge and swimming pool.
Public Forum 
Cllr. NA invited Ian Morrison to speak. There had been two serious accidents in 12 months on the stretch of the A143 between Horringer and Chedburgh and speeding had recently gone through the roof, especially involving motorcyclists on Sundays. Cllr NA said that the village SID was only suitable and calibrated for 30mph roads. Cllr. ME urged Horringer, Chedburgh and Whepstead Parish Councils to jointly write to Tim Passmore, the Police and Crime Commissioner, and to contact Cllr. KS about changing the speed limit, although that was a complicated process. In the meantime, DR would provide IM with a hi-viz dressed mannequin to help as an interim measure.
Minutes of the Meetings held on September 30th 
Cllr TS proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GM that the minutes were a true record.
Matters Arising from the September meeting
Only two people - Cllr. LS and Di Howe - had turned up for the meet and greet with the police engagement officer Cheryl Claydon on October 17th despite Cllr. LS emailing 24 villagers on her Neighbourhood Watch register about the event. Ms Claydon promised to look at speeding on Old School Road. Cllr. GM had spoken to Steve Bonney from Community Speed Watch about using the speed gun there, but has been told they can’t be used during lockdown. Cllr NA thanked Cllr. LS for all her hard work.
Clerk’s Report 
DR had circulated meeting dates for next year and had contacted Emma Stephens who asked if someone else would take responsibility for the mannequin. Steve Nutt had organised poppy wreaths and she had delivered numerous Welcome Packs.
Finance 
There were 3 invoices for payment.
£74.39 – D Rix (for online payments to CAS webhosting £60 and £14.39 to Zoom)
£487.84 – Vertas grass cutting Oct-Dec
£22.80 – SALC payroll
Cllr GC proposed and it was seconded by Cllr LS that the bank reconciliation for the end of September was correct and the cheques (to be signed by Cllrs TS and LS) be paid.
DR had circulated a draft precept ahead of the meeting. West Suffolk Council had adopted an earlier timetable to provide some certainty for PCs in budget setting. WPC’s tax base for 2021/22 has been set at 217.33 (217.84) If we were to ask for the same precept as last year - £9,296 – the cost to villagers in Band D properties would be £42.67, 10p less than last year. The precept does not have to be submitted until January 25th. 
Bank balance to end September 2020

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,181.00

	Savings account
	£10,456.33

	Total
	£18,637.33

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£18,637.33



Covid-19 Matters and Response
DR had confirmed to West Suffolk Council the volunteer measures we have in place for Lockdown 2 (Nov 4-Dec 2). Cllr NA suggested some volunteers are thanked for what they have done thus far and asked if they are happy to continue to help. 
Footpaths, Byways and Highways
The footbridge that a villager broke her ankle on is still not wired despite being reported over a month ago. The Council had wired a different one. DR to ask Cllr KS to action asap before someone else hurts themselves on it.
Cllr GM said a man new to the village was verbally abused while on a public footpath off Rede Road. Cllr. GM will suggest he reports it to the police. Cllr NA to walk the path with Cllr GM and look at the land registry to see if he was on private land. DR to notify the Green Access Team of the assault. DR to report pothole at the top of Harram Hill and on Brockley Road.  
Advice to Villagers
After Cllr GC expressed concern about a Chedburgh Road householder dumping rubbish on the verge and burning it, Cllr NA urged caution, as confronting villagers and being judgemental can cause a lot of ill feeling. DR to report the incident to SCC and put something in the newsletter about who owns the verge etc.
West Suffolk Local Plan 
Discussion deferred to the next meeting. 
Community Speed Watch
DR to ask for volunteers in next month’s newsletter.
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
Cllr. NA again thanked Cllr. LS for all the work she does for the PC. 
Whepstead Community Association Report  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr. GM said the play area would remain open during Lockdown 2. The Doughnut Gang had cleared the area of weeds etc.
SALC Report 
None
Correspondence
DR had received a letter of thanks from Tony Spall the Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch chairman. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. NA suggested that if there were no new planning applications that a meeting in December may not be necessary.
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed by Cllr GM and seconded by Cllr TS that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. 
Land in Whepstead
Minuted confidentially.
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.40pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………





