Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday May 8th 2024 at 7pm

Attendees:	Councillors 		 		G Corcoran
							N Aitkens 
A Walsh
							A Maddever
							G Merrett
Clerk 			  		D Rix
Member of the Public 			Louis Sergent	
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	Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. Merrett and seconded by Cllr. Maddever that Cllr. Corcoran be reappointed chairman. Cllr. Corcoran accepted.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office by Chairman 
Cllr. Corcoran thanked councillors for their support, accepted and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form. 
Appointment of Vice Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr. Maddever and seconded by Cllr. Aitkens that Cllr. Walsh be reinstated as Vice Chairman. She accepted. 
Appointment of SALC representative 
Cllr. Corcoran was happy to continue in the role. 
Appointment of Rights of Way representative 
Cllr. Walsh was happy to continue in the role. 
Appointment of WCA representative 
In her absence it was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Richmond continue in the role. Clerk to check.
Apologies for absence 
District Cllr. Pugh 
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report (circulated ahead of the meeting)
Cllr. Pugh said that she had a small amount of money for each of her villages this financial year with which to support them. Chris Swarbrick was now the point of contact for funding issues. 
County Councillor’s Report
None
Public Forum
Mr Sergent was happy to listen to the discussions.
Planning Applications
DC/24/0542/TPO – Dutmoss House, Whepstead Road
Councillors voted to support the application to raise the crown of a poplar to 3.5m.
Minutes of the Meetings held on March 13th 
It was proposed by Cllr. Aitkens and seconded by Cllr. Walsh that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the March 13th Meeting
Cllr. Corcoran would send letters to those people on Straight Road with overgrown hedges and the residents of Owl Cottage whose hedge – it was felt – was far too close to the highway. The Clerk to try and establish how many times the SCC had cut someone’s hedge and sent the owner the bill. 
Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk had completed the annual accounts and said that the PC had been selected for an intermediate review (a random sample of 5% of PCs) by the external auditor. She circulated the accounting statement with the bank reconciliation for the year-end. As the PC’s income and expenditure were under £25,000 the PC could declare itself exempt from a Limited Assurance Review. Cllr. Corcoran read out Section One - The Annual Governance Statement. After councillors had approved that adequate internal controls had been followed, he and the clerk signed it. Cllr. Walsh proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. Maddever that Section Two - The Accounting Statements for 2023/24 were correct. This was also signed by Cllr. Corcoran and the Clerk along with the Certificate of Exemption which the Clerk would scan and send to the External Auditor. 
The PC had received the Precept of £10,000. She would drop the accounts off with Ian Lambert to internally audit before uploading all the required forms to the PC website. The exercise of public rights would begin on June 24th and finish on August 2nd.  
The Clerk to apply for the second tranche of wi-fi locality budget funding as only enough to cover the first three months of payments was initially given. She expected to be able to adopt updated Model Standing Orders at the next meeting.  
Finance 
There were 3 invoices for payment.
WCA – Locality Funding for Wi-Fi £500
SALC – Annual Subs £253.61
Vertas – grass cutting £672.72

Bank balance to end March 2024

	Balance in Treasurer0s Account
	£3,539.85

	Savings account
	£10,589.32

	Total
	£14,129.17

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,129.17



APM Review
Cllr. Corcoran thanked Cllr. Aitkens for chairing the meeting. All agreed that Jane Corcoran’s talk on Asian Hornets had been fascinating. It was just a shame that more people did not attend, but it was agreed that those that came enjoyed themselves. 
Regarding questions about extending the 30mph zone to cover all residents’ homes, the Clerk had published Matthew Fox’s response on the WhatsApp Group as requested. He had explained lots of criteria that had to be met, including a clear village character with 20 or more houses and if fewer there had to be a key building like a church, shop or school. Regarding a mirror at the end of Sharpe’s Lane to help motorists turning right on to the B1066 towards Whepstead, he said that Highways no longer permitted them on Highways owned verges. It would have to be put on private land and personally he felt they were often not as helpful as they were perceived to be. Regarding speeding enforcement, Cllr. Aitkens said it was a shame that hidden cameras weren’t allowed. 
Community Speed Watch 
The Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) camera would now not be in the village May 20-27 because of more vandalism. The Clerk had received a quote from JACS which it had been established offered the cheapest white gates. Oxford style rather than Pickett gates were the cheapest. Based on the photographs she had supplied, JACS quoted £916 for two gates at the Brockley end of the B1066, £1,040 for the BSE end of the village, £916 for Rectory Road gates and £892 for Chedburgh Road. Delivery would be £190, new signs with village names and ‘please drive carefully’ would cost another £140 and a 30mph roundel on top would cost £190. They would install four gates for £1,000 (min charge) and another £250 for each extra gate. 
Cllr. Corcoran said that the PC was under pressure to do something to help slow traffic in the village, but councillors questioned the benefit-for-money that would need to be spent. The Clerk remind councillors that Cllr. Pugh had already given £500 towards the costs of the gates. Cllr. Maddever to investigate cheaper options and Cllr. Corcoran and the Clerk to double check gate measurements. 
Cllr. Maddever was not happy to proceed on the basis of cost and effectiveness and felt villagers not living on the B1066 would be unhappy with the amount of their council tax money being spent on the gates. Cllr. Aitkens agreed with Cllr. Maddever and asked the Clerk to ask SALC if we could buy with another council to cut costs. Cllr. Aitkens also suggested that if we did install them, it would be important to get speeding data for a month from the SID before they were erected and then afterwards so their effectiveness could be measured. 
Footpaths and Highways
Clerk to ask SCC if the hard standing built by Anglian Water in Tuffields Road could remain after they had completed works on installing piping. Cllr. Aitkens felt UK Power Networks should be contacted about trees planted by the PC on Straight Road years ago as they were too close to the highway and under electric lines. Cllr. Maddever felt 75% of them could be removed as a compromise. Everyone to take a look before the next meeting. Clerk to report broadband cable which has been down at Harram Bottom for 18 months and we were told would be dealt with back in February. Cllr. Maddever to send the Clerk a photo.
Whepstead Community Association Report  
None
Correspondence
History Recorder Kala Nobbs would be leaving the village. The Clerk to advertise for another one in the newsletter. Cllr. Walsh suggested Susan Izod Quay might be interested in the role. 
Chairman’s Comments
Cllr. GC thanked everyone for coming.
Any Other Business 
Clerk to write to Theo Cutting’s solicitor saying we were led to understand his intention had been to leave something to the village. 


The meeting closed at 8.10pm



Signed………………………………..Dated……………



