Draft Minutes of the Meeting
Of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday September 30th 2020 at 7pm (via Zoom)
Attendees	Councillors 		 		L Smith – LS
							T Smith – TS
							G Merrett – GM
							G Corcoran – GC
							A Walsh – AW
							S Durrant - SD
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Apologies for Absence
Cllr Aitkens
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor Report 
None
County Councillor Report
None
Public Forum
None
Planning Applications
DC/20/1596/TCA – Whepstead Hall, Brockley Road
Councillors supported the application to re-pollard 17 no. chestnut trees. 
DC/20/1491/TCA – Tilia House, Brockley Road
Councillors had no objections to the removal of the lower branches on a lime tree. 
Principal Enforcement Officer Andrew Smith is looking at Suffolk Timber Supplies which has had to submit a retrospective planning application for Pattles Grove. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on August 12th 
Cllr GM proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GC that the minutes were a true record.
Matters Arising from the August meeting
DR said that the new mower would be covered under the PC’s insurance policy. 
Clerk’s Report 
DR had reported the need for wire on two footbridges. Cllr AW said she had discovered the footbridge on which someone had broken their ankle still hadn’t been covered and had reported it yesterday. David Till had cleared the footpath next to his property and DR had delivered 4 Welcome Packs to newcomers to the village. Via the village WhatsApp group, she had also asked for ideas to improve it.
Finance 
There were 3 invoices for payment.
£187.26 – CAS insurance renewal. The same as last year.
£937.93 – Clerk’s fees Jul-Sep
£133.48 – Clerk’s expenses 
Cllr GM proposed and it was seconded by Cllr AW that the bank reconciliation for the end of August was correct and the cheques (to be signed by Cllrs TS and LS) be paid.
Prior to the meeting DR had circulated NALC recommended new pay scales for clerks which were to be backdated to April 1. Hers would rise by 27p. It was proposed by Cllr LS and seconded by Cllr AW that the rise be applied.  


Bank balance to end Aug 2020

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£8,668.84

	Savings account
	£10,456.24

	Total
	£19,125.08

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£19,125.08



Covid-19 Matters and Response
DR had forwarded the NHS QR code Track and Trace application forms to the WCA. Cllr TS questioned whether it was required for the play area as well as the Community Centre. It is only necessary for indoor venues. 
Footpaths, Byways and Highways
Lizzie Nutt and the Whepstead Walkers had nearly completed the task of putting the coloured waymarker discs on the 3 village walks. DR had reported diversion signs still in place on Tuffields Road, despite the incident (a fallen tree on power lines) being fixed over the weekend,
Community Speed Watch
Cllr LS met our new Community Engagement Officer – Cheryl Claydon - at a Greet and Meet session in Wickhambrook on Sunday and told her about the abuse our CSW volunteers endure. She came out with a speed gun on Monday, caught speeding drivers and commented that the 30mph signs needed to be more visible. It was suggested the Doughnut Gang be asked to check on them. Jeff Pyne has left the group and without support Deborah and Steve feel they can’t go on, as using the speed gun and logging number plates requires three people. Cllr TS suggested – with Steve Bonney’s help – we rally support from volunteers in the newsletter. There is a Meet and Greet session with the community engagement officer in Whepstead on October 17th 2-4pm where Cllr LS suggested we ask for more help. DR to ask Emma Stephens about the mannequin.
Chevington no longer wants to share the VAS with us which means only Chedburgh PC and Whepstead will share its use and any ongoing costs of repair.
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
Last month the Police caught thieves who had been reported to them after behaving suspiciously in the village. Cllr LS urged the PC to support Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch with the £50 donation it had agreed to give them at our (since cancelled) APM. Councillors unanimously agreed. 
Whepstead Community Association Report  
Cllr GM said that three bookings were now regularly using the hall and the Doughnut Gang had taken down the marquees at the pub.  
Correspondence
Cllr AW asked DR to put the link to the “Options and Issues” Local Plan consultation for residents in the November newsletter.
Chairman’s Comments
None.
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed by Cllr GM and seconded by Cllr TS that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. 
Land in Whepstead
Minuted confidentially.


Any Other Business 
Cllr GC raised the issue of the illegal fly tipping of garden material in Chedburgh Road. DR to write to those responsible. 
Cllr GM had raised the issue of speeding on OSR with Steve Bonney who suggested an unofficial speed gun session there. DR urged them to make sure that where they operate the gun from is within the rules.

The meeting closed at 7.50pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………



