Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday April 7th at 7pm
Attendees	Councillors 		 		N Aitkens - NA
A Walsh - AW
							G Corcoran - GC
							G Merrett - GM 
							S Durrant – SD
		Members of the Public		A Maddever – AM
							S Nutt - SN 
		District Councillor 		S Pugh – SP
		Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	 
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	Appointment of Vice Chairman
Cllr NA proposed that Cllr AW be appointed Vice Chairman and she accepted.
Co-Option of Kerry Richmond and Andrew Maddever
Cllr NA moved the meeting to the public session. 
Public Forum 
K Richmond was unable to make the meeting. AM introduced himself. He had lived in the village for over 50 years and had twice been a parish councillor before. He confirmed his eligibility to serve and was unanimously voted onto the PC. He signed a declaration of acceptance of office form and joined the PC. DR to inform Democratic Services and provide Cllr AM with a folder with standing orders, finance regulations, Cllr training dates and meeting dates etc.
Apologies for Absence
K Richmond
Declarations of Interest
None
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr SP had circulated her report ahead of the meeting. Garden waste collection is to rise by £2 to £45 a year. She will try and organise a meeting in June for Whepstead and Brockley villagers to meet David Roach to talk about the Local Plan. On her advice, the clerk has registered an interest in the village having an EV charge point at the Community Centre. Due to the agent submitting the wrong plan, the Suffolk Timber Supplies retrospective planning application has still not been discussed by the delegation panel. The planning officer is to investigate a new complaint about the firm which has now been trading for two years without planning permission. Regarding funding for dog poo bins and for beacon lighting celebrations, she urged DR to submit a Locality Budget application to the Locality Officer Jon Eaton.
County Councillor’s Report 
No report
Planning Applications 
DC/22/0565/P3QPA – Vincents Farmhouse, Pages Hill Road
Councillors listened to the concerns of a representative from the village Wildlife Group who is not against the proposed change of use of a barn to a dwelling house, but about barn owls that are known to have populated the barn over many years. The group would like to support the applicant by providing advice from the Suffolk Barn Owl Trust. DR to report their concerns to the council and to ask about the building being in the curtilage of a listed building.
DC/22/0307/TCA – School Cottage, Brockley Road
Councillors voted to support the application for the felling of one ash tree.
DC/22/0493/TCA – 2 Rectory Grove
Councillors voted to support the crown raise to 4.5m of two field maple, three sycamore and one ash and to reduce the height of one leylandii by 10m.
Queen’s Platinum Celebrations (Cllr NA brought forward agenda item 13)
SN said he had received 195 trees and hedging plants from the Woodland Trust most of which would be planted on Theo Cutting and Emily Rose’s land and Lee Saunders field where he hopes to plant an avenue of trees either side of the footpath that crosses his field. SN hopes to involve the children of the village in planting the trees one weekend in the autumn. It is also planned to plant an oak in memory of Mark Wray and a tree at the community centre to mark the platinum jubilee. Cllr AM to provide some IBC’s to supply water. Councillors voted to fund 100 commemorative mugs (@£2.65 each) for the children of the village. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on February 9th
It was proposed by Cllr. GM and seconded by Cllr. NA that the minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the meeting
None
Clerk’s Report 
Twenty five people had volunteered for the litter pick. Cllr NA asked that next year we acquire some signs saying people are at work in the road, as picking on Long Hill had been very dangerous. 
NALC was encouraging employers to implement the pay award for 2020/21. For DR that means a pay rise of 17p an hour backdated to April 1st 2021. Councillors agreed the rise which will be applied to DR’s April-Jun pay.  In the absence of other volunteers, Cllr NA had agreed to be the village torchbearer for the Festival of Suffolk celebrations on May 17th. He would, however, talk to older members of the community about taking on the role. DR had rallied support for a community led sponsorship of Ukrainian refugees in the village. Eleven households had so far come forward offering to house families, with many more villagers offering other support. The difficulty is in finding Ukrainians to sponsor. In the absence of other quotes, DR had renewed the contract with Vertas who would charge £1,620.16 compared to £1,707.48 last year. She will send them home cricket match dates. As suggested by SP, DR to ask Locality Officer Jon Eaton for possible funding of two new dog poo bins, one for Old School Road near the byway and one near the chapel on Rectory Road It was agreed that they would be emptied by villagers rather than the council which charges over £3 a bin twice weekly.
The Doughnut gang to be asked to erect them. DR to also ask for possible funding of the village beacon lighting celebrations. DR had registered an interest with Peter Frost in grant funding for an EV charger at the community centre. DR apologised that with the resignations of Terry and Linda Smith she needed to reallocate roles for the Emergency Plan. 
Finance 
There were six invoices for payment:
SALC 6 months payroll £22.80
SALC annual subscription £267.68
Vertas grass cutting £512.24
WCA Hall Hire Jan-Mar £20
Clerk’s fees Jan-Mar £1,109.40 (includes £5 tax rebate)
Clerk’s expenses £120.57
Cllr AW proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GC that the cheques be signed and that the bank reconciliations for January, February and March were correct. 
DR had received the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22. Ian Lambert had very kindly agreed to internally audit the accounts when she has completed them. 
Bank balance to end January 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£4,118.32

	Savings account
	£10,457.74

	Total
	£14,576.06

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,576.06


Bank balance to end February 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£3,592.23

	Savings account
	£10,457.83

	Total
	£14,050.06

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,050.06


Bank balance to end March 2022

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£4,592.23

	Savings account
	£10,457.91

	Total
	£14,050.14

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,050.14



Annual Parish Meeting May 13th
Cllr NA to provide DR with contact details for the tree officer at the Council and ask if he would like to speak at our APM. 
Wifi at the Community Centre
Cllr GM thought that a company wanting to install a mast was coming to look at the Community Centre as a possible site on April 29th and could be asked about supplying the centre with wifi as part of any deal struck. Regarding the roof fund, Cllr GM said the coffee morning had raised £413 and the quiz night £600.20 bringing the amount raised so far to £67,973. The planned auction had been cancelled. A survey of the roof has been done.
Footpaths and Highway
DR to contact Footpath Officer James Pickerin about a site visit to the bottom of Fern Hill regarding moving the dropped kerb and footpath route slightly. DR had reported one of the foot bridges which is wobbly and was assured it would be fixed within a month. She had also reported uneven ground outside Emily Carter’s house.  Cllr AM agreed to allow walkers around his field near Harram Bottom again this year. DR to let villagers know. 
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Cllr NA to contact Linda Smith to find out who in the village she contacted regarding Neighbourhood Watch issues.
SALC Report
None
Correspondence
None 
Chairman’s Comments
None
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed by Cllr GM and seconded by Cllr AW that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 21.00 pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………
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