Draft Minutes of the Meeting
of the Whepstead Parish Council on
Wednesday May 19th 2021 at 7pm
Attendees:	Councillors 		 		L Smith – LS
							T Smith – TS 
							G Merrett – GM
							G Corcoran – GC
							A Walsh - AW
		District Councillor			S Pugh - SP
Clerk 			  		D Rix – DR	
Member of the Public 		S Merrett - SM 
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	Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr TS and seconded by Cllr GC that Cllr NA be reinstated as Chairman. 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office by Chairman 
Cllr NA thanked councillors for their support, accepted and signed an acceptance form. 
Appointment of Vice Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr GM and seconded by Cllr GC that Cllr TS be reinstated as vice chairman. He accepted
Appointment of SALC representative 
It was proposed by Cllr TS and seconded by Cllr GM that Cllr GC take over the role. He accepted.
Appointment of Rights of Way representative 
It was proposed by Cllr NA and seconded by Cllr GC that Cllr AW take over the role. She accepted. 
Appointment of WCA representative 
It was proposed by Cllr TS and seconded by Cllr AW that Cllr GM continue in the role. He accepted. 
Appointment of Neighbourhood Watch representative
It was proposed by Cllr TS and seconded by Cllr GM that Cllr LS remain in the role. She accepted.  
Declarations of Interest
Cllr GC - planning 
Apologies for absence 
Cllr Durrant
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr NA welcome Cllr SP and congratulated her on her election victory. She said she was on an intensive induction programme and would be working with six parishes and two county councillors. Margaret Marks had been elected as the new chair of WS Council and Mike Chester as her deputy. 
County Councillor’s Report
None. Cllr KS’s annual report had been circulated ahead of the meeting 
Public Forum
None 
Planning Applications
DC/21/0879/HH – The Holt, Rectory Road
Cllr GC left the room. Councillors said the application wasn’t contentious, neighbours would not be overlooked, the footprint would not really increase and they voted to support the application.
DC/21/ 0926/HH – The Chestnuts, Brockley Road
Councillors voted to support the application for a single storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory.
A letter from architects working on an agricultural barn conversion at Dovedon Hall Farm had asked for the PC’s support. As it is a part Q planning application on which the PC is not consulted this was not possible. Cllr SP was aware of the PC’s concerns regarding Suffolk Timber Supplies and would speak to Nick Tollitt. 
Minutes of the Meetings held on March 23rd and April 13th 
It was proposed by Cllr GC and seconded by Cllr GM that both minutes were a true record. 
Matters Arising from the March and April meetings
None  
Clerk’s Report 
None
Finance 
There was 1 invoice for payment.
Vertas – grass cutting £512.24 (cheque signed by Cllrs TS and LS)
The clerk had circulated the annual accounts and end of year bank reconciliation before the meeting. Cllr NA read out section one of the Annual Governance Statement. After agreeing that internal controls had been followed he and the clerk signed it. Cllr TS proposed and it was seconded by Cllr GM that the bank reconciliation and annual accounts were correct and the cheque be signed. The Accounting Statement was then signed by Cllr NA and the clerk. Robin Drayton agreed to internally audit the accounts, but asked if he could be replaced next year. 



Bank balance to end March 2021

	Balance in Treasurers Account
	£4,025.63

	Savings account
	£10,456.85

	Total
	£14,482.48

	Less cheques not presented
	Nil

	Total
	£14,482.48



Covid-19 Matters and Response
Cllr LS said that Keep Fit had restarted at the Community Centre and everyone felt very safe. It is hoped an all village event could be hosted soon as the fete has been cancelled. 
APM Arrangements
The APM is being held on May 28th at 7pm. As there is so little to report and we have no speaker, it was agreed to keep it very low key with no wine or nibbles. Cllr SP said she would be there.  
Suggestions for Spend of s106 Monies
Sean Padmore suggested that £500 would be a good amount to get his proposed new youth group in the autumn up and running with a tuck shop, unihoc, sponge balls, footballs, a rounders set and some art supplies. 
To make training easier, Anne Robinson advised that it would be good to purchase another Zoll AED Plus for the pub, which is the same as the one at the Community Centre. DR had found one priced at £825 exci. VAT. Cllr GM mentioned roofing quotes for the Community Centre. Councillors agreed that they would be happier for the full removal of the asbestos rather than covering it over and asked DR to let the WCA know that the PC can’t discuss making a donation to the project until they are presented with a proposal they can support. 
Footpaths and Highways
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr AW raised the issue of how hazardous crossing the road on the bend at the bottom of Fern Hill is. DR to speak to Cllr KS about highways looking at it. 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Report
Cllr LS reported success in prosecuting thieves last September after people had reported a suspicious vehicle, although she was disappointed that they received only a fine and community service order. To reconnect to Police Connect she said people need to send an email.  
Whepstead Community Association Report  
See agenda item 20.
Correspondence
None
Chairman’s Comments
None
Resolution to exclude the Public from the Meeting 
Due to the confidential nature of the agenda item to be discussed it was proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 that the meeting move into private session. Land in Whepstead
Minuted confidentially
Any Other Business 
None

The meeting closed at 8.30pm


Signed………………………………..Dated………………





